ThislsYour God
Isaiah 40: 1 -11

Many years ago, a doting groom wrote a love ldtidnis bride. James Bracy was stationed at a
California military base thousands of miles awaynirhis wife, so his only link to the lovely

woman waiting for him to come home were their |taiters.

But this particular letter didn't get delivered.nSghow it was lost, it became up lodged between

two walls in Fort Ord's mailroom in San Francisco...

A half century later, James and Sallie Bracy had jinished celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary and were relaxing in the living roo@nte in a While," their song, began to play on
the radio. Sallie remembered affectionately the0O98ong and how she used to get calls and
letters from this man who owned her heart. Theyegbkogether knowing there would be no

letter or phone call this time because James was there, at her side.

Meanwhile, a construction crew was dismantling tie post office at Fort Ord, and they
discovered a long-forgotten letter from a youngyaoorporal. The crew turned the letter over to
Bob Spadoni, the postmaster in nearby Montereyd@pabegan the process of delivering that
letter, tracking down the Bracys through post @ffiecords and phone books.

So, as it happened, just a few days after heahag song, the letter, dated January 28, 1955,
was delivered to Sallie Bracy, and she again beaatoee-struck 22-year-old. “It meant a lot to

me then,” said Sallie. “It means even more ndw.”
Many years ago God wrote a love letter to us. Sbaee already received it, for others, it's
waiting to be delivered, to be opened at just ihletitime. It’s a letter that is not ongoodnews

it is a letter containing thisestnews ever shared.

Let's stay with that letter image here for a minotéwo more...

! "After 46 years lost in post office, love letterdily arrives,” Jefferson City News Tribune (4-26-0
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| remember once, years ago, when | received ar et looked pretty important. Looked
official. | opened it and discovered to my joy asfteer amazement, tHatvas one of the finalists
in the Publishers Clearing House Sweepstakes. rAoapto this letter, which hachy name all

over it, the chances were very good that | may laneadywon. And considering my immanent

riches, why not go ahead and order a magazine sptigo or two? | could afford it!

Well, needless to say, | didn’t win. And you knolwn sure that | received more — probably
many more — of those same letters since then.Hautdst of them remained unopened, and they
were simply thrown away. You might say, “I conselérthe source” having seen the return

address, and | decided that there really wasn’tgamog news in there faneat all

| heard a statement recently from someone thatdiveted here before, Brennan Manning. He
was talking about his favorite subject, and God diasn this man an incredible ministry which
is almost entirely based on one thing: fixing/ iveglour image of God. He said in a recent
message to a local church that ‘our images of Galle usvhat we are’. How we see God, in a
sense, sets the parameters, the broad outlinercérine being. It filters practically everything

we think, and do. Certainly everything of significe.

And I've seen many, many people — within and withitve church — whose love letter from God
has been lefunopenedecause, like | do with the Publisher's Clearingubk letters, so many
assume that there is really no good news in tharené. They have a picture of God that leads

them to pre-judge the message, and reject it béfseven heard.

The Bible teaches us that the clearest ‘picturesofl that we have is seen in Jesus. And we talk
about that a lot here. But | would like to look kvitou this evening/ morning at a glimpse of God
from a much earlier source. From the book of Isaciapter 40. Some 700 years before Jesus
was born — but looking ahead to that very comirfgs s a familiar passage to anyone who has
sung or heard Handel's Messiah — a lot of you cpuddably sing it. (You basses anyway!)

It starts out with a very comforting word. “Comfdr{That’'s a little preacher humor. Very
little!)
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! Comfort, comfort my people, says your Gé&peak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to
her that her hard service has been completed,tibasin has been paid for, that she has
received from the®@rD's hand double for all her sins.

Just a quick word of explanation here: to say kbratel has received ‘double’ for all her sins,
doesn’t mean that she was punisheite as muclas she ‘deserved’. In fact, in reading this the
passage, we see that it doesn’'t mean that shewméshpd at all; in fact, the good news that the

messenger is being called to share with Israélasher sins were pafdr.

But the word ‘double’ can be confusing. What itegerring to is notwice as muchas we would
use the word, buthe double of her sirisi.e., the exact counterpafor all her sins. The point
being that the scales of divine justice have bedanted — the payment wasactly what was

neededSo, she — Israel — is free!

“Comfort my people” with this word, says God. Spéanderlyand tell her — ‘it's all forgiven’,
it's over. Your time of struggle is finished. Itwer.

The passage continues, and Handle picked this thpannusical visualization of that message
going out into all the earth. “Every valley shadl taised up, every mountain and hill made low,
the rough ground shall become level, the ruggedesla plain.” Il.e., every barrier, every
obstacle will be removed, set aside, cleared as@yo one will miss this incredible message!

The glory of the Lordvill be revealed and all people will see it togethe

Look at the next section:

® A voice says, “Cry out.” And | said, “What shallcry?” “All people are like grass, and all
human faithfulness is like the flowers of the fi€ldrhe grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of therp blows on them. Surely the people are grisghe grass withers
and the flowers fall, but the word of our God eretuforever.”

You know what the point of that is? In this confektis telling us that this good news of God’s
glory that is to be revealed, this good news of émmgiven, of a new standing in the presence of
our holy God, this news isotbasednot based omur faithfulnessSurely the people are grass.

8 ... grass withers and flowers fall, but the wordof God endures forever.”
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This message of freedom and forgiveness is basé&ibdis promises, on God’s character, on
God'sfaithfulness... and not ours. And so is Bgergoing to be revoked. We did nothing to
deserve it, we can’t earn it. It is a gift. It'$cwe letter from God to us that is as valid today a
the day it was first written.

This passage ends in verse 11, talking about Gatimg to us:He tends his flock like a
shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms andiesaithem close to his heart.what a picture
of love, friends. Tender love. It is a pictureao&od who — for reasons that we’ll never grasp
this side of eternity — a God who really, trulywés us. Who cares fois, who wants to gather us

— all of us —in his arms, hold us close to hisrtheand comfort ... us.

So, Verse nine;:

® You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a highntain. You who bring good news to
Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lifufi, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!”

Hereis your God'Thisis what God is like! Friends, how often | pray the ability to share

from this ‘mountain’ that wonderful news. To saypeople who are running as hard as they can
in the opposite direction from God, running becabhsy have an image of God in their mind
that is incomplete, or just wrong. Images of a \&upGod, an angry God... a God who delights
in judgment and is full of wrath.

How | pray for the ability to somehow bring theséks to the presence of our Shepherd, to
Jesus, to be held close. It's the only reason imninistry. To be able to share God’s comfort...
so that all could hear this word from the Lord:e‘tbcales have been balanced. You don’t owe

meanything.Come, let me hold you.”

In that same message that | mentioned earlier,rBreManning spoke these words:

...I can stand here tonight and with theological agy in the power of the Word proclaim,
“God loves you as you are, and not as you shoujdbeause there is nobody in this building
who is as they should be. Do you believe this?”

Think of someone... a Christian for 20 years, “Do pelieve God lovegou?”
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“Oh yeah, been there quite awhile.” Then watchwey they live — lives of fear, anxiety, shame,
remorse, guilt, low self-esteem, self—hatred, s@iidemnation. Oh, they believe God loves them
in some vague, distant, abstract way, but they'tidrel pressed to believe that right now the
essence of their Christian life is a love affaindanot just a simple love affair, but what G. K.
Chesterton called a “furious love affair” going doretween Christ [and] themselves at this very
moment.

Do you really believe that with all the wrong turysu’ve made in your past, the mistakes, the
detours, the moments of sin, selfishness, dishgreesd degraded love - that God has used them
all to bring you to where you are tonight and therd/says you are standing on holy ground?

This moment, do you truly believe that God lovesh@yond worthiness, and unworthiness,
beyond fidelity, and infidelity; that he loves yiaithe morning sun and the evening rain, without
caution, regret, boundaries, limits or breaking pipino matter what's gone down — he can’t stop
loving you.

If you don’t trust that, you are... projecting on dsyour negative feelings about yourself,
assuming that he feels about you the way you femlitajou and that you are worshipping a God
of human manufacturing - a God who does not exist.

Isaiah writes: IsraelTHIS IS YOUR GodA God of love, compassion, forgiveness...a Shepherd
who holds his sheep close to his heart, and geatlys for them. A God of love who pays for

their sin.

There’s a parable that Jesus told that we ofterdusag stewardship messages - the Parable of
the Talents. (In fact, we looked at it ourselvest pufew weeks ago) so you hopefully, remember
it:

A wealthy master is going away and he gives higas#s each a certain amount of money. To
one he gives 5 talents of silver, to another, 8,tara third, he gives one talent. And after a time
—along time - he returns and calls those sesvangive an accounting of what they did with
the Master’s possessions. It's a powerful lessoBtewardship. But there is something else in

there, too.

The third servant, who had just been given onetalemes before the Master and he s&ys;

| knew that you were a hard man, harvesting wheredid not sow, and gathering where you
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did not scatter seed, so | was afraid, and | wertt hid your talent in the ground. See, you have

what is yours.’

The whole time that the Master was away, this seriaed in fear of him, based on his
perception of the Master’s character. He hid hiagee talent in the dirt awaiting that day of

accounting.

Now that is just a parable, and parables are dedigmmake one point. But we do know that the

Master in this parable was most certainly, repregeme of God.

And we also know that there are a lot of people ik about Goaxactlyas this servant did.
A hard man, who harvests where he doesn’t sowgatitering where he doesn’t scatter seed...
There are a lot of people who livefear of God, who feel that God is unjust, and uncaring,

capricious. Because of that fear, they run. And’'&tove letter is left unopened.

Friends if that describes any of you... | say, simplgase: “Trust him. Open the letter! It is
Good News! You are loved beyond your comprehengionll never be otherwise. The scales

have already been balanced. Your freedom awaits.”

Come to this table in simple faith, and allow ybeavenly Father to hold you, and share his love

with you.
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