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CHILDREN'S MUSICAL
Sunday, May 10th
9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

MOORESTOWN AREA
CROP WALK
Sunday, May 3rd
Registration: 1:00 P.M.
Walk Begins at 1:30 P.M.
at St. Matthew Lutheran Church
318 Chester Ave., Moorestown
Ending Hunger
One Step at a Time

A Musical Drama by
Celeste and David Clydesdale
This musical, a favorite of the children, is a story about
a group of runners who are running the race of life. The
key to running this race successfully is to follow in
Christ's footsteps. In order to keep on the right path we
need to remember to “L-O-V-E, Love!” and look to the
examples of the “Heroes of the Faith.” Be sure to come
and experience this joyful annual message to us all
presented by our children.

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 1-2
May 2nd
May 3rd
May 4th
May 6th
May 8th
May 9th
May 9th
May 10th
May 12th
May 15th
May 16th
May 16th
May 17th
May 17th
May 17th
May 20th
May 25th
May 26th
May 27-31
May 31st

*******
SPRING
CLEAN UP DAY
Saturday, May 2nd
Please mark your calendars and bring
your work gloves, wheelbarrows &
rakes! 1st UMC will be conducting our
customary spring cleaning of the grounds around the
church and parsonages, along with some indoor work.
Start time is 8 a.m., lunch at noon, completion time
approximately
2:30
p.m.
We
encourage
families/kids/youth and our Scouts to come on out.
Questions, contact Curt Diehl, 856-727-1807 or Doug
Hamilton, 856-952-5383.
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Jr./Wesley Choir Overnight
Spring Property Day - 8:00 am - 2:30 pm
CROP Walk - 1:30 pm
Chick-fil-A Fundraiser - 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr - 10:30 am
Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00 pm
Youth Car Wash - 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Miriam Circle - 10:00 am
Mother's Day Musical - 9:30 & 11:00 am
The Serving Plate - 5:00 pm
Confirmation Dinner & Rehearsal-6 pm
Eyes of Our Hearts Breakfast - 7:00 am
Adult Fellowship at Theater
Men's Breakfast - 7:45 am
Confirmation Sunday - 9:30 am service
Light Harbor - 2:30 pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10 am
Memorial Day - church office closed
Crafts for Good - 7:00 pm
Sandy Relief Mission Trip
Philadelphia Boys Choir concert-3:00 pm

The Messenger
FROM
PASTOR RICHARD

SPECIAL
MUSIC EVENT

A central truth of the Christian faith is that the
experience of joy can be ours even in the midst of our
trials and difficulties. It is the theme of the Easter
message. The presence of the risen Christ transforms
our doubt and despair into hope and joy. The reality
that Jesus is alive gives us the assurance that no matter
what comes our way, the Lord will be with us.

THE PHILADELPHIA
BOYS CHOIR AND
CHORALE
In Concert
Sunday, May 31st
3:00 P.M.

Over and over again the Scriptures remind us that real
joy is often connected to adversity and struggle. It is
not the absence of problems and suffering that causes
joy; it is the realization that it is my faith in Christ, my
trust in the Lord, that is the source of my strength.
Such an understanding produces a deep and abiding
joy. Hear again these words given to the people of God
in Nehemiah 8:10 and let its promise fill your heart and
mind: “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” James,
describing the development of our Christian character
put it this way: “My brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy,
because you know that the testing of your faith
produces endurance; and let endurance have its full
effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking
in nothing.”

The world-renowned Philadelphia Boys Choir and
Chorale under the direction of Jeff Smith will perform at
the First United Methodist Church of Moorestown, New
Jersey, on May 31 at 3:00 P.M. The concert is one in a
special event series celebrating the 200th anniversary of
the founding of the church. Admission is free and open
to everyone. Child care will be provided and the church
is wheelchair accessible. The church is located at the
corner of Camden and Pleasant Valley Avenues (446
Camden Avenue) in Moorestown. A free-will offering
will be received to support the music series and the farreaching ministry and mission of the church.

Let us turn to the Lord in the confidence of our faith,
for in the midst of pain, sorrow, trial, and adversity, the
presence of the living Christ allows us to know the
fullness of joy!

*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
The Adult Fellowship will be attending “My Fair Lady”
on Saturday, May 16th, at the Pitman Theatre. We will
be having a pre-theatre hors d'oeuvre party before
leaving for the show, in Fellowship Hall. Schedule is:
5:15 Fellowship, 5:30 devotions, 5:45 hors d'oeuvres.
We will be going to the theatre by bus, leaving around
6:45 from the church. We will return to the church
parking lot.

*******
GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, May 8th
Join the fun at the May Grounds for Good Coffee House
as one of FUMC's favorite bands plays for one of our
favorite causes! On Friday, May 8, Trouble with Plaid,
featuring Gene Clark, Al Hanlon, Rick McConnell and
Ryan McConnell will play in support of Interfaith
Hospitality Network. The evening will also feature an
art exhibit, free coffee and tea, and delicious snacks for
sale. Doors open at 7:30 with music kicking off at 8.
See you there!

Please bring an hors d'oeuvre or dessert. Bring your
appetizer using paper products to be easily discarded.
Paper plates and napkins will be provided. RSVP to
Gail Van Dyke, 856-667-6354.
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F R O M T H E DI RE C TO R
O F C H R I S T I A N E D U C A T I ON

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (Mark 8:14-21)
“The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. “Be careful,”
Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” They discussed this with one
another and said, “It is because we have no bread.” Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you
talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don't you remember? When I broke the five loaves for the
five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” “Twelve,” they replied. “And when I broke the
seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” They answered, “Seven.”
He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”
The scripture above may seem odd to use for a brief
Messenger article but I chose to share it for a reason.

I smiled at her and said, “I am so proud of you for
sharing that and as long as you try harder everyday then
your heart will not be hard.”

On Palm Sunday (March 29th) the Christian Education
Department hosted a special professional storyteller,
Sam Kauffman. Sam has a unique way of bringing the
Bible to life through her interpretations. On this
particular day she was acting as Joanna, the wife of
Chuza, the manager of Herod's household; (Luke 8:3)
and telling the story of Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. At
one point “Joanna” used the term “their hearts were
hardened” when describing how the crowds wanted
Jesus to show them another miracle.

Of course as I was sharing in this sweet conversation my
heart was warmed by her honesty and her desire to do
better. Perhaps we could all learn a lesson from her. Be
honest and try harder everyday to do what is right in the
Lord's eye.
My heartfelt prayer is that I take that lesson to heart.
Will you join me?
Karen Murray, DCE

Shortly after the gathering two of our own 3rd grade
Sunday School students and I were chatting and I asked
them if they enjoyed the program and they both
answered “yes” rather enthusiastically!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Vacation Bible School Registration has begun. If you
would like to participate in this year's VBS please visit
our website at www.meetwithGod.com to register. If
you would like to volunteer please contact me at
education@meetwithGod.com.

I followed up with another question, “Did you learn
anything?” and one of the students said, “What does it
mean to have a hard heart?” (Wow! Good question.) As
best I could, I gave her an answer that she might be able
to understand.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - May 17th. We will be
welcoming 20 youth as new members of our Church
Community. Please come & celebrate with them at the
9:30 service.

This was my response. “It means that even when we
know that we should make a good decision we make a
not-so-good one. Like if our parents ask us to clean our
rooms and we only put some stuff away and hide the
other stuff then we are hardening our hearts toward
doing what we know is right.”

THURSDAY Youth Group Dates: May 7th, 14th & 21st

Then the greatest response came out of this student's
mouth. She said, “Sometimes that happens to me. I
don't always tell the truth but I'm going to try better now
because I don't want a hard heart.”
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*********

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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With everything I have read, what keeps coming back to
me is to “continually pray for guidance and strength in
the use of our gifts”.

Spring is here - I imagine that all of you are as glad as I
am to be a part of this season of new beginnings!
Beautiful flowers, birds singing, warmer weather, so
many things to be celebrating each day!

So in this spring season of new beginnings, my prayer
for each of us is to take time to be with God, searching
for the ways that He would want us to use our gifts, and
to encourage each other.

There are lots of new beginnings in our church as well.
The Super Sunday program brought many people to the
dinner and discussion group, and an abundance of good
ideas.

God bless you all,
Kathy Appleton
Associate Lay Leader

I have been reading about spiritual gifts, and thinking of
the new opportunities that God is giving to us. What a
wonderful expression of God's grace! Ephesians 4:7
reads that “to each one of us grace has been given as
Christ apportioned it” (NIV).

*******

Paul explains, in I Corinthians 12:11, that God
determines our spiritual gifts for us. “It is the one and
only Holy Spirit who distributes these gifts. He alone
decides which gift each person should have” (NIT).

MIRIAM
CIRCLE

As I have been learning, God loves variety, and He
wants us to be special. There is no one single gift given
to everyone, and no individual receives all the gifts.
This would defeat two of God's purposes, to teach us to
depend on each other, and to work together.

Ladies please come out and join us for our last meeting
of the season. We will meet on Saturday, May 9th at
10:00 AM in the parlor. Esther Wesley will lead us in
devotions, and Pastor Richard will be our speaker.
Following we will have a covered dish luncheon.

I would like to share some of the things that I have been
reading about in developing and using our spiritual
gifts.
• Learn about the gifts (study scriptural passages and
pray for direction).
• Accept the gift(s), then give thanks to God. (see I
Peter 4:10).
• Offer yourself to God by making a commitment to
Him.
• Look at the ways that God has already been at work
in your life - what excites and interests you?
• Seek confirmation from other Christian friends and
family.
• Try out your gift, keeping in mind that this gift
should be used to glorify God, to prayerfully bring
others to God, and to be a help to those around us.
• Look for results - continue working to develop your
gift(s), and if this is indeed your gift, blessings will
become apparent. If not, seek anew to find your
gift(s).

Please come out for a time of Christian Fellowship. If
you have any questions, call Barbara Dapper at 2351765.
*******

Baptisms:
Randal Marshall Ruilova
on April 12, 2015; son of
Taylor & Monica Ruilova

Deaths:
Henry Prim
on March 31, 2015
Ross Cardwell
on April 3, 2015
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