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DID YOU KNOW. . .
PEACH FESTIVAL
Friday, August 21st
6:00 - 9:00 pm
With Special Anniversary Events!

...that the church newsletter is available electronically?
If you still receive a mailed paper copy of your monthly
“Messenger” and would like to help us “go green” and
save some money too, let us know that you would like to
be added to our email list! You will receive an email
from the church each month with a link to the page on
the church website where you can get the current issue,
as well as back issues and the calendar pages. Just
email church@meetwithGod.com, or call the church
office at 856-235-0450.

Our annual Peach Festival will be bigger & better than
ever in this, our 200th Anniversary year! The Peach
Festival, in Fellowship Hall, features fresh peaches, ice
cream and home-made cake. We will also feature:
• A Picnic in the courtyard
• Musical group performances
• A bounce house
• Face painting
• History Night video

...that we have a “Church News” email list?
A Church News email is sent for any church-wide
announcements or reminders which need to be made on
a timely basis, rather than waiting for a weekly bulletin
or monthly newsletter.
These could include
postponements, cancelations, reminders of special
events, funeral service times, special announcements
from the pastors, etc. If you don't currently receive
Church News emails and would like to be included,
email church@meetwithGod.com, or call the church
office at 856-235-0450.

Mark your calendar now to join us for this special
event! Everyone attending is asked to please donate a
can of food for the Moorestown food pantries.
Volunteers are needed to help with set-up, clean-up, and
peeling of peaches. If you can help, please contact
Marilyn Arbittier at 856-235-3701. There will also be a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex for donations of baked
goods. Look for more details in upcoming Sunday
bulletins!

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

*******
COOL AIR
MINISTRY
Just a reminder - should you get caught unexpectedly
without cool air, or you know of someone in need,
please call the Cool Air Ministry. Drink plenty of water
to stay hydrated, and don't forget your sunscreen!
Contact person: Elmine van den Berg, 856-778-3197.
(From Jul. 27th - Aug. 9th, if you have a Cool Air
emergency situation, please call the church office at 856235-0450.)

Aug. 5th
Aug. 7th
Aug.10-14
Aug. 15th
Aug. 16th
Aug. 18th
Aug. 19th
Aug. 19th
Aug. 21st
Aug. 26th
Aug. 29-30
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Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. -10:30am
Youth Tubing Trip - 9:00am - 4:00pm
Vacation Bible School - 9:00am - Noon
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Light Harbor - 2:30pm
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Youth Movie Night - 6:00 - 9:00pm
Peach Festival - 6:00 - 9:00pm
Youth Beach Day - 9:00am - 9:00pm
Guest Missionaries preaching - all services

The Messenger
F R O M P AS T O R R I C H AR D
Before Jesus' ascension into heaven, Jesus gave this word of promise and mission to his followers: “But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) This is the calling and the mandate for the church of Jesus Christ being a church that offers the good news of the Gospel to others. The church at its best looks beyond the needs of its
own faith community and extends the love of Jesus to others. Beginning July 25/26 and running for 5 weekends, we
will be looking at the importance of our witness and outreach in a sermon series entitled: The Outward-Focused
Church. We will explore the call of God that moves us from preserving our own life to offering the life-giving gift of
God's grace to others. Let this be an opportunity to discover once again our need to be Christ's vital witnesses in the
world. The sermon series is as follows:
July 25/26

Keeping Jesus to Ourselves

Pastor Richard

August 1/2

Made for Mission

Pastor Richard

August 8/9

When They are Not Able to Come In,
We Will Go Out

Pastor Hey Young

August 15/16

Sending People Out of the Church

Pastor Richard

August 22/23

The Call

Ministry Student Jamel
*********

HOW DO I USE THE CHURCH WEBSITE?
FAQ's (Frequently Asked Questions) About MeetwithGod.com
entry displayed. Clicking on “Messenger” provides a
list of the monthly newsletters.

How can I find a specific topic on the website (e.g,
when is “Music Ministry Sunday”)?
Click on FUMC's website, MeetwithGod.com. On the
top right hand corner of every webpage, there is a
magnifying glass. Click the magnifying glass and the
Search Box displays. In the Search Box enter the item
wanted. Webpages matching your entry are displayed.
Click on the entry that is closest to what you want.

How can I find the major areas on the website?
The major website topics are displayed at the top of
every webpage. If you hover over a topic, a list of subtopics displays.
What
is
the
difference
between
viewing
MeetwithGod.com on a PC and a smartphone?
The same website information exists on both a PC and a
smartphone. On a PC the full site page image displays.
Most web pages consist of multiple columns. Given the
smartphone's smaller screen size, each column is
displayed separately. On a smartphone, a lot more
scrolling is generally required to view a whole page.

How can I access “The Messenger”, the church's
monthly newsletter?
Every monthly newsletter from 2010 to the current
month is available on the web. “Messenger” dates are
listed in descending order. The current month is listed
first.
The current month's newsletter can be accessed by
entering “Newsletter” or “Messenger” in the Search
Box at the top of every webpage.

I have more questions about the website . . .
Email your question to webmaster@MeetwithGod.com.
Or if you prefer, email webmaster@MeetwithGod.com
with a request to meet with someone for a demo /
overview of the website or to answer your questions.

Alternatively, hover over the topics listed at the top of
the Home Page and select “News & Events”. A list of
the sub-topics displays. The “Messenger” is the first

Communications Committee
Page 2

The Messenger
F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“I CAN do ALL things through Christ who gives me STRENGTH.” Phil. 4:13
For as long as I can remember this has been my life's
verse. (And I really do mean that.) I remember being in
high school at practice for lacrosse and thinking, “How
am I ever going to get up that hill?” Then my mind
would quickly take me to this verse. I would think of
Christ being right with me and saying, “You can do it,
you have MY strength.” And that would be enough to
push me to try harder. The same thing happens now
even as I'm running that last ½ mile and my energy is
depleted. I can hear these words. “You have MY
strength, You can do it.”

Important Dates…
Vacation Bible School - 9am-12pm
Monday, Aug. 10th - Friday, August 14th. To
Volunteer, Please call Karen Murray at 856-222-1120
September 6th, 9:30 - Special Sunday School Program
in Fellowship Hall. Children between the ages of 3 yrs.
& 6th grade are invited for a Special Gathering to kickoff that new year!
September 13th - NO regular Sunday School due to
Special Anniversary Service (See Bulletin for more
information.)

It's with that same determination and promise of Christ
being with me at all times that I face everyday life and
its daily challenges. I hold on to the promise that Christ
is with me no matter what is going on. I need His
strength just like I need faith, hope, love and guidance
and of course a sense of humor. These are the promises
that remind me that I am never alone and that Jesus is
with me showing me His way as I continue to grow in
grace and mercy.

September 26th/27th - Christian Education Weekend
September 30th & October 1st - Fall Rummage Sale!
*******
WOMEN'S DAY RETREAT
Saturday, Oct. 24th
Take a Walk With God at Garden Getaway! Looking
for time away from the busyness of life - time to “stop
and smell the roses,” as you relax with friends, share
laughter and stories, and spend time with God? Join us
at our Garden Getaway retreat to experience all this and
more!

My prayer is that you are reminded of these promises as
well. If you are going to be a reflection of all that is
good, as you trust in Christ, you must daily call on His
strength. No matter the situation you are in, as a
Christian, you have the power to be strong, to face
whatever challenge that comes your way and to trust
that God will give you the strength to do ALL things
through Christ. Claim Christ, claim His strength and
press on. You can definitely 'get up that hill'.

Save the Date - Saturday, Oct. 24th from 8:30am 4:00pm in the Holly Room at Medford Leas in Medford,
NJ. Registration begins Sept. 6th. The cost is $25.00.
Transportation and childcare available. Look for more
information in upcoming Sunday bulletins.

May you continue to grow in God's amazing grace and
power each day.

*******
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE GO-TO RECIPE?

Karen Murray, DCE

Be a part of our 200th Anniversary Cookbook, which
will contain your favorites and those of long time and
past members. It's easy to submit recipes. Go to
www.typensave.com, User name FUMCMoorestown,
password cheese401. Or give a copy of the recipe(s) to
Robin Stepp or Devika Gill. Don't wait until the last
minute. Get your recipes in now. Deadline is Sept. 30th.
Questions? Contact Devika (devikagill@comcast.net) or
Robin (rlstepp@comcast.net).

*******

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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Welcome to our August Newsletter
Kathy Clawges, Youth Director
kclawges@gmail.com
Our Summer Youth Program began Wed. July 1st and continues every Wed. through
August from 6-8pm includes dinner. All incoming Jr. & Sr. High are welcome.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Delaware Tubing
On 08/07/15 from 9:00AM to 4:00PM
Spend a relaxing day tubing down the Delaware. The cost is $30 per person. We will leave the church parking lot at
9:00am and return approximately 4:00pm. All are welcome!
Movie Night out
On 08/19/15 from 6:00PM to 9:00PM
Movie and time TBA Cost $10
Beach Day-Ocean City
On 08/26/15 from 9:00AM to 9:00PM
Pack your lunch. Cost is $10 for a beach tag and spending money for the boardwalk. Please be at the church by 9:15am.

Hopeful Moms
By Jim Burns
No person, from a Christ-follower to a staunch atheist is exempt from the challenges and struggles that come along with the
journey through this life. Still, I think one of the biggest differences between the Christ-followers and those who are not - is
that the Christ-follower has access to an incredible source of hope. This type of hope is powerful. It makes a difference. It is
a key component of the Christian life. The Christian's hope is more than just a fanciful wish. It's the assurance that God will
keep his promises to us. We read in Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised
is faithful.”
If you are a mother, there have likely been days when you've struggled with hope. Perhaps your kids have been
misbehaving, or you aren't feeling the kind of support from your family that you need in order to thrive. You might be
concerned about what kind of adult your child will grow into. Maybe you just can't see beyond this “season” in life. If any of
these scenarios ring true, let me share some special words of encouragement. If you can raise your head above the waterline
of anxiety and look to the Lord as your source of strength and hope, I believe you will find relief for your soul.
The hope you have makes a big difference on your children. You can give your kids a tremendous gift by sharing hope with
them. Passing along hope is a wonderful legacy. It begins, of course, by modeling the Christian life openly before your
children. You plant these seeds of hope in their lives as you respond with hope even in the midst of life's most difficult
challenges. When you live with hope, you teach your kids that God holds your (and their) future safely in His hands.
Let me leave you with some practical characteristics of moms who exhibit the power of hope:
• Hopeful moms are optimistic. They look for the best in situations and in their kids instead of picking out the worst.
• Hopeful moms focus on the future not on the past. They look forward to opening new doors when other doors have
closed.
• Hopeful moms view problems as opportunities.
• Hopeful moms have a real view of circumstances but refuse to resort to cynicism.
• Hopeful moms understand that God still cares for them and their families in the midst of difficult situations.
Parent Update continued on next page
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR SEPTEMBER EVENTS!
PARENT UPDATE, continued

MEND'S 2015 Crab Feast
Tips for Better Communication with Your Teen
By Jim Burns

MEND, Moorestown Ecumenical Neighborhood
Development was founded 46 years ago by nine
Moorestown churches including First United Methodist
Church, to help meet the local need for decent
reasonably-priced rental housing for low to moderate
income families.

No one likes to be nagged. Yet many parents resort to
nagging as a primary - though negative - way to
communicate their feelings and desires with family members.
Positive communication is vital for maintaining a healthy
family.
Successful families talk and listen.
Good
communication takes work, but if you employ some of the
following tips, you'll be on the road to improving your
communication skills and the health of your family.
• Actively listen. Listening is the language of love.
Listening communicates value, significance, and worth.
Good listening skills include:
-giving your undivided attention
-looking beyond the content of the words by taking
notice of tone and body language
-maintaining an accepting and open attitude
-using good questions to help clarify your
understanding
• Avoid the “silent treatment.” Silence can wreak havoc
on communication and relationships. If you need to
process before you respond verbally, always
communicate the purpose of your silence. For example,
one might say, “I need some time to consider how to
respond. Let's talk about this after dinner.”
• Be aware when emotions are running high. Sometimes a
cooling-off period is required in order for good
communication to occur.
• Express how you feel.
Sharing your feelings is
important in effective communication.
• Break the no-talk rule before it breaks your family.
Healthy families talk on a regular basis. It is true: both
parents and kids experience times where they don't want
to talk. But make these times the exception, not the rule.
Proactively create a habit of conversation in your home.
• In discussions, learn to ask open-ended questions. These
are questions that cannot be answered with a simple
“yes” or “no.”
• Avoid discussion-killers. Examples of these include putdowns, yelling, interrupting, talking-over your teen, and
making her or him feel dumb about their questions or
comments.
• In communicating, provide affirmation whenever
possible. Everyone needs affirmation! Regular use of
statements like, “Great idea,” “That's so clever,” “I would
have never figured that out,” “Way to go,” “Good job,”
“That's a great point,” will cause your family to grow
and thrive.
• Communicate with love. Loving words and loving deeds
are certain ways to communicate value to your teen.

Today, FUMC is still one of the nine founding members
represented by Jeanne Hoffner, Max Fisher, and Lisa
Siegert, on the board of trustees of this non-profit
organization. MEND continues to construct, renovate,
manage and maintain safe, attractive, affordable rental
housing for families, seniors, and people with special
needs. This is especially important these days because
New Jersey is one of the most expensive states for
housing costs.
Please help support MEND's important work by
purchasing tickets to the 2015 CRAB FEAST ...and SO
MUCH MORE! scheduled for Friday, September 25,
2015, at the Lenola Firehouse Venue. Buy your tickets
early, by August 15, and save on the price of two
tickets! See the flyer on page 7 for more details. Ad
and Sponsorship Opportunities are also available.
For more information you can contact Jeanne Hoffner at
856-234-0105.
Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday afternoon, September 20 at 3:00 pm, we are
inviting our friends and neighbors to bring their pets and
join us for our first Blessing of the Animals, which will
be held in our courtyard. Dogs, cats, birds and other
companion animals are invited. From a spiritual
standpoint, this worship service will provide an
opportunity to celebrate our deep connection with
creation and each other that our pets help enable. It will
also provide an excellent way for us to connect with our
neighbors and our community. All pets will need to be
on a leash or otherwise restrained. As part of the
service, we will collect cans or bags of pet food to
donate to the Burlington County Animal Shelter. Mark
your calendars, invite your friends and spread the word.
Rain date is Sept. 27. Questions: Margie Morgan at 856764-1247 or margmorgan75@gmail.com.
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FROM THE
MISSIONS COMMISSION

THE ANATOMY OF
A PRAYER QUILT

Here Come Jorge and Zoila from Peru

A hug can take many forms and be given for many
reasons. A college freshman living far from home for
the first time may need a virtual hug, just through the
sound of mom's voice. Hugs can be given after a game
victory or, sadly, shared after a loss; even an unexpected
$20 slipped into a card may be just the hug someone
needs. A quilt is a type of hug. Just knowing that
someone chose a favorite color to include in the quilt,
spent time thinking and praying as this project was
made, or even the weight of the quilt covering you
during a nap is enough of a hug to bring a smile to your
face - you know you are loved.

After the pavement ends, there is another 11 hour ride in
a heavy duty cargo truck over dirt roads to reach the
town of Shiringamazu (She-reen-ga-ma-zu) located in
the tropical rainforest region of northeastern Peru.
That's where Jorge Visurraga and his wife Zoila are
working to help build the church and the community.
When the FUMC Moorestown Peru Mission Team went
to Chimbote, Peru in the summer of 2013, Jorge was one
of our guides and translators. He told us all about the
work he and Zoila are doing in this hardscrabble outpost
of a town in the Peruvian jungles. An engineer by
training, Jorge has helped to build a church and a school,
and has worked with Shiringamazu residents to begin
several community development enterprises. They've
started a cacao plantation, a chicken farm, and dug water
wells for the residents. To get the produce to markets,
they've built river prams that can shorten the time it
takes to deliver the goods. Most of the electricity in the
town is being supplied by portable generators, and Jorge
has been thinking about the use of solar panels and
batteries to supply residents' homes with a cheaper
source of electricity.

The women participating in My Abba's Hands know the
value of a hug. A simple pattern for quick and easy quilt
tops has been created specifically so that hugs can be
given to our church family in need. Once a top is
completed, it is quilted and partially tied, ready for the
laying on of hands.
This is where the congregation comes in!
Each quilt has twelve sets of four patches. Each of the
four patches has a stitch sewn into it using embroidery
floss. The outside borders of the quilt have three blocks
each with the sewn stitch in them as well as ten small
blocks called cornerstones. Let's see…12 x 4 = 48, plus
12 outer border blocks = 60, and ten cornerstone blocks
= 70 potential knots to be tied! The congregation will be
told when there is a quilt on display in the Chapel.
When the Holy Spirit leads you, would you please
follow that prompting and sit with the quilt? Pray for
the person who will be receiving the quilt and, as you
pray, tie a knot. You may tie more than one patch's
worth - if you feel so moved, tie four knots to complete
a block. After two weeks, the quilt will be taken down
by a member of our group; any unfinished knots will be
tied and trimmed. The quilt will then be delivered to the
person who requested the quilt!

Jorge and Zoila are working in Shiringamazu as an
outreach of the United Methodist Church in Peru and
Ambassadors for Christ International. In just a few
weeks, they are coming to FUMC Moorestown for a
short visit. Jorge will be preaching at all four services
on the weekend of August 29 and 30, and we'll get to
hear some more from these modern-day pioneers. We're
looking forward to seeing our friends from Peru, and
returning some of the kindness and love we experienced
while we were guests in their country during our FUMC
Moorestown mission trip to Peru in 2013.
Ken Hoffner,
Missions Commission

Know of anyone in need of a hug? Quilt requests can be
made to our pastors as well as any member of My
Abba's Hands. The recipient does not need to be a
member of our church. We do ask, however, that church
members or steady attenders make the requests.

*******
Deaths:
Shirley Van Duser
on July 2, 2015

Rae Caputo
My Abba's Hands

Gloria Svensson
on July 10, 2015
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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF NEW JERSEY
May, 2015
The Annual Conference was held in Wildwood, from
May 28 - 30. More than 1,500 people registered and
attended the conference - a record number for New
Jersey. We were reminded that we must cast our nets in
new and untried waters in order to live out our mission
of making disciples of Jesus for the transformation of
the world. “Throw your net on the other side of the boat
and you will find some” (John 21:6).

More than $100,000.00 was collected in a special
offering for the Mission Fund campaign, which now
stands at more than $5 million dollars raised for “A
Future with Hope,” “Imagine No Malaria” and mission
work in our local churches. More than 200 volunteers
helped pack 30,000 meals to support “Stop Hunger
Now”'s effort to feed people around the world.
The website for the Greater New Jersey UM Conference
is: gnjumc.org. I hope you will take some time to
become familiar with the site. Much information is
available about news, events, and resources throughout
the district. It would be a good idea to become familiar
with the website and use it often.

The keynote speaker was Pastor Andrew Forrest, from
Munger Place Church in Dallas, Texas. Andrew's topic
was “Love Goes First,” which he says is the principle
we need in which to build our lives around. Here are the
questions we were asked:
1. Are you doing the hard work of being interesting,
and taking on responsibility
2. What happens next? Are you creating tension to
make it interesting?
3. Are you asking good questions - opening lines? (ex.
What if Jesus meant it literally?)
4. Are you making a bold statement?
5. Is there a gap between what you say about yourself
and who you actually are?
6. In the name of Jesus, do you make others feel they
are welcome in this place?

Once every four years each Annual Conference elects
delegates to send to General and Jurisdictional
Conference.
At Conference, the following
representatives were elected:
Updated Delegate List
Reflecting the Order of Election
General Conference Clergy Delegates:
Thomas Lank, Eunice Vega-Perez, Jisun Kwak, Varlyna
Wright
Northeast Jurisdiction Clergy Delegates:
Drew Dyson, Grace Pak, Tanya Linn Bennett, Gina
Hendrickson
Clergy Alternates:
Chris Heckert, Steve Bechtold, John DiGiamberardino
General Conference Laity Delegates:
Evelyn Caterson, Bethany Amey, Judy Colorado, Rosa
Williams
Northeast Jurisdiction Laity Delegates:
Stephen Quigg, June McCullough, Jae Hei Park, Creed
Pogue
Laity Alternates:
Carolyn Pendleton, Cynthia Kent, Sherri Shumate

Love goes first to the neighborhood. Do we know our
neighborhood? Make it evident. Do our neighbors
know we are there?
Love goes first to the cross. Are you calling people to
come and die? We must raise our standards. Generosity
comes from a place of sacrifice. Make life worth living
for. “We love because He first loved us.” (I John 4:19).
Be more boldly who we are!!
Here is the link to the church that Pastor Forrest leads:
www.mungerplace.org.
More than 800 people attended 7 workshops designed to
help equip our spiritual leaders in growing vital
congregations:
Communicating Faith in the 21st
Century; Time Management for the Christian Leader;
Covenant Discipleship Groups for Local Churches;
Preparing the Banquet: Worship Planning as Hospitality;
The Irresistible Church; The Joy of Giving; Urban
Missions.

Thirty-one clergy retired this year, celebrating more than
726 years of ministry. Nineteen candidates participated
in the ordination and commissioning service.
Churches closing in 2015 - Bridgeton Central UMC;
Gladstone UMC; West Portal UMC; Sarang Korean
United. A vote was brought before the delegates, which
was approved for these closings.
Continued on next page
Page 8

The Messenger

Report of the Annual Conference, continued

Following are the results regarding this legislation:

Voting by the delegates was approved for these issues:
Shared ministry apportionments
Clergy equitable compensation for 2016
Resolutions on pension and health benefits
Authorizing the use of conference surplus funds for
partial payment of mortgage for the new convention
center. The anticipated payment of $1,700,000 will
result in savings of approximately $1,110,000 in interest.

Results on Legislation regarding Human Sexuality
As reported earlier, the legislation on human sexuality
passed. The first four pieces of legislation will be sent to
General Conference in 2016 for consideration. The
following details the vote count for each piece of
legislation:
1. Strike from the Book of Discipline the phrase: We
do not condone the practice of homosexuality and
consider the practice incompatible with Christian
teaching. 410 - Yes 339 - No
2. Strike from the Book of Discipline the phrase:
Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall
not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be
conducted in our churches. 396 - Yes 353 - No
3. Strike from the Book of Discipline that
homosexuality and performing homosexual unions
or weddings is a chargeable offense. 414 - Yes
336 - No
4. Strike from the Book of Discipline that United
Methodist funds cannot support the acceptance of
homosexuality or supporting homosexual ministries.
405 - Yes 344 - No
5. The Greater New Jersey Conference work for the
full inclusion of all people including lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered persons and that we
oppose the continued restrictions of church law that
restricts the full inclusion of LGBT people.
389 - Yes 352 - No
6. The Greater New Jersey Conference make a public
statement supporting and upholding marriage
equality in civil law and that we spiritually,
emotionally and prayerfully support clergy who are
brought up on charges for performing homosexual
unions or performing same-sex wedding
ceremonies. 381 - Yes 358 - No

The Robert B. Steelman Historical Award was presented
to the Florence United Methodist Church. It was
recommended that each church establish a committee for
keeping its history alive.
The Commission on Camps, Conferences, and Retreats Statement of Relationship extends the missional
purposes with and beyond the scope of the local
churches by establishing and maintaining services which
provide for the physical, spiritual, and mental needs of
persons by planning of camp, conference, and retreat
ministries either at its Aldersgate Center, Pinelands
Center at Mt. Misery, or other locations as set forth in
the by-laws - this statement of relationship was approved
and adopted.
Legislation was put forth by the Black Methodist for
Church Renewal to create a task force and promote
dialogue regarding equal justice, restorative justice, and
racial justice - this was approved and adopted.
Key legislation brought before the body included
conversations around how Greater New Jersey will
handle human sexuality issues and the commitment to
cultural competency. To help create conversation and
understanding within our own conference, attendees
were asked to gather in small groups with people who
held different views from their own to share their
feelings and experiences, all in a true spirit of Holy
Conferencing. The legislation on human sexuality was
passed by the body.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Appleton
Lay Member of Annual Conference

Please see the next page for the response from the Greater NJ Conference
to the resolutions passed, as found on the Conference website, gnjumc.org
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The Greater NJ Conference has recently published a response of FAQ's to the resolutions passed at
annual conference. We have provided most of the material here, but you can also read the full
report including information related to the recent Supreme Court Decision by going to the
conference website at gnjumc.org and going to the quick link for 2015 Annual Conference
Coverage and then click on Human Sexuality FAQ's.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on human sexuality legislation
at Greater New Jersey Annual Conference
Why did the Bishop and the conference pass these
resolutions?
None of the legislation regarding human sexuality were
proposed by the Bishop or Conference leadership,
boards or committees. Four of the pieces of legislation
were submitted by a congregation and the other two
were submitted by an individual and her congregation.
The conference did not endorse the legislation.
Immediately after the vote and before the results where
tallied, Bishop John Schol stated that he is the bishop of
all people and it is not his intention to change people's
minds but to create space for people to hold differing
views of a very difficult and divisive concerns within
the church. Along with the conference's leadership,
Bishop Schol will ensure that congregations may
continue to read the Bible, pray and listen for God's call
for their congregation. Bishop Schol will continue to
honor Wesleyan theology which is “In essentials, unity;
in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”
What changes in our churches as a result of this
legislation?
The votes at annual conference did not change the
policy of the church. The four pieces of legislation that
recommended changes to the Book of Discipline will be
referred to General Conference for consideration in
2016. No changes to United Methodist doctrines or
governance will occur unless a decision is made at
General Conference in 2016.
The other two pieces of legislation concern how Greater
New Jersey will respond to issues of human sexuality
and marriage. Specifically they state that GNJ will
commit to being an inclusive church, will make a public
statement supporting marriage equality and will support
clergy with prayer who may be brought up on charges
for marrying two people of the same gender.

floor debate. It was a 90% plus vote. When given a
choice, they voted to engage in a process of holy
conferencing and small groups conversations. Also,
there was a motion to table the legislation indefinitely so
that it would neither be discussed nor voted on during
annual conference. This amendment was defeated by
more than 95% of the conference members. At the end,
the annual conference members chose to vote on the
legislation and voted for how the legislation would be
handled.
What if my congregation does not agree with the
resolutions?
No one is seeking to change your congregation. The
Bishop and cabinet of Greater New Jersey are
committed to leading all United Methodists in the
conference regardless of their position on human
sexuality. Individuals and congregations may continue
to hold their views on this issue. Churches that struggle
about human sexuality have the opportunity to continue
discerning God's calling for their congregation. As
United Methodists we remain committed to our common
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
What is the conference leadership doing to support
congregations' discernment and conversation about
human sexuality?
A team is being organized on Human Sexuality that will
identify the needs of Greater New Jersey related to
ongoing human sexuality conversations and the most
recent annual conference vote. The task force will
provide resources to assist understanding and
conversation within congregations about the present
UMC human sexuality conversation that helps all of our
congregations to feel valued and honored and helps
recognize that good people of faith can disagree and
continue in faithful relationship with God and one
another.

Why was there no debate about the legislation on the
floor of annual conference?
The annual conference members voted not to have a
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