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“COME AND SEE” SUNDAY

BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, Oct. 5th

th

October 17 and 18th will be Laity weekend at FUMC.
This will be an opportunity for lay members to take an
active role in our worship services. It is also an
opportunity to find out about all of the ministries in our
church, and to find a place where you can serve!

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in
all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all
the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as
ever you can.” - John Wesley
One of the things I love most about our church
community is that we are constantly challenging
ourselves and each other to reach out to a hurting world
in new and creative ways. If you're seeking new
opportunities to do something good, why not consider
becoming a blood donor? Blood donation is easy, quick
(the whole process takes about an hour), mostly painless
(I promise!) and allows you to give a precious gift that
money can not buy. The next Red Cross blood drive is
set for Monday, October 5 from 1:30 to 6:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall. You can sign up at the table in the
Narthex, by contacting me at jendunne1@gmail.com or
979-6329, or online at redcrossblood.org. If you've been
turned away for low iron in the past, try eating raisins
before your donation. If you're a regular donor,
encourage others to donate by filling out a “Why I
Donate Blood” poster at the Narthex table. Thank you
for considering sharing a priceless part of yourself - your
life-saving blood!
Jen Dunne Appleton
*******
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.

The “Come and See” will be held in Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, October 18th from 9:00 AM until 12:30 PM.
Please stop by and find something that is of interest to
you!
Scott McGough, Lay Leader
Kathy Appleton, Associate Lay Leader
*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Oct. 1st
Oct. 2-4
Oct. 2nd
Oct. 3rd
Oct. 5th
Oct. 6th
Oct. 7th
Oct. 7th
Oct. 10th
Oct. 10th
Oct. 10th
Oct. 13th
Oct. 17th
Oct. 17-18
Oct. 18th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 21st
Oct. 23rd
Oct. 24th
Oct. 27th
Oct. 30th
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Rummage Sale - 9:30am-2pm; 6-8:30pm
IGNITE Youth Conference in Wildwood
Grounds for Good - 8:00 - 11:00pm
Golf Outing at Ramblewood CC - 1:00pm
Blood Drive - 1:30 - 6:30pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Sing-Along at Mt. Laurel Ctr. - 10:30am
Soup & Study begins - 6:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am - 3:00pm
Miriam Circle - 10:00am
Adult Fellowship - 12:00 Noon
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast
Laity Weekend - all services
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
“Come & See” - 9:00am - 12:30pm
Light Harbor - 2:30pm
Taylor Mason program - 6:30pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
“Message of Hope” showing - 7pm
Women's Retreat at Medford Leas-8:30-4
Crafts for Good - 7:00pm
Fall Festival & Hoedown - 6:00-9:00pm
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GROUNDS FOR GOOD
IS BACK!

FROM
PASTOR RICHARD

Grounds for Good Coffee House returns on Friday,
October 2, at 8 pm in Fellowship Hall to kick off
another great season of music and fellowship in support
of organizations making a difference in people's lives
both locally and globally.

The old gospel hymn “Revive Us Again” speaks of the
need to allow the Holy Spirit of God to renew and revive
our faith. One of the verses says: “Revive us again, fill
each heart with Thy love; May each soul be rekindled
with fire from above.” Day to day living sometimes
overwhelms us, challenges and struggles can discourage
us, and sometimes our own lack of spiritual discipline
and devotion can lead us to become complacent or
indifferent in our relationship with God. It is in those
times, we are in need of seeking the life-giving,
renewing presence of God to “revive us again.”

The Sanctuary Band, which performed to rave reviews
at the Peach Festival in August, will play once again.
This ensemble group features many local favorite
musicians, including Jay Appleton, Tricia Halligan,
Victoria McGrath, Todd Johnson, Neal Stephens, Ron
Lorenzo and more!

We get very busy in the fall season, but we must be
careful not to be so busy that we neglect the cultivation
of our spiritual life. One opportunity to examine this
important principle of spiritual renewal is through our
Soup and Studies. I will be leading a study of Adam
Hamilton's Revival. Karen Murray, our Christian
Education Director will be leading a study of Andy
Stanley's Twisting the Truth. Both of these studies are
wonderful opportunities to grow as Christ's disciple and
be renewed in faith. Look for further information on
these studies in this month's Messenger and our weekly
bulletin. Let it be our prayer and desire to deepen our
faith and experience the “reviving” presence and power
of the Holy Spirit.

Admission, coffee and tea are all FREE, with delicious
homemade goodies available for purchase. Proceeds
and donations will benefit The Waymakers, a
Willingboro-based organization dedicated to improving
the lives of people in Ghana through sanitation and
clean water, education, nutrition, and the good news of
Jesus Christ. Funds raised at the coffee house will go
towards shipping toys, clothes and food to Ghana for a
joyous Christmas celebration.
Come for the kickoff in October and plan on joining us
each month to enjoy a wide variety of music and learn
how you can support some great causes. Mark your
calendar for these Friday nights throughout the season:
November 6, December 4, January 8, February 5,
March 4 (Irish Night!), April 1, May 6 and June 3.

Pastor Richard

*********

UNITED METHODIST
HOMES
All assisted living homes are expensive to enter. The United Methodist Homes are no exception; however, once
accepted as a resident, no one is asked to leave when their personal funds run out. True, Medicaid is applied for.
Medicaid does not cover the full cost of the care the resident has been accustomed to receiving. This is where the
Fellowship Fund is used to make up the difference. Thus, the resident will not be asked to go from a single room to
sharing a room with another resident. People in general are living longer putting a strain on this Fund. We as a church
and as a member need to support this Mission. It is an important Mission - helping our own.
On October 18th, information about the homes will be available as part of the “Come and See” program in Fellowship
Hall at a table manned by Joan Van Alstyne, Ambassador to Collingswood Manor and all N.J. United Methodist
Homes.
Page 2

The Messenger
F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly
declaring your faith that you are saved.” Romans 10:10
On September 13th our church was blessed to praise God through Jesus for His faithfulness to this Christian Community
for the past 200 years. The Sanctuary looked beautiful, the music was inspiring, hearing from past Pastors and honoring
those who have and continue to serve here was amazing. The Bishop's message about claiming Christ and sharing him
with others without fear was perfect for that moment in time and the grounds of the church were wonderful as we hosted
a chicken BBQ after the service. There was enough chicken, sides, cake and fruit to feed the multitudes and people
appeared truly excited to be here.
We really are a blessed congregation and we must never stop declaring with faith that we have been saved and have a true
relationship with CHRIST. That is the true celebration.
As you continue to develop and grow in your relationship with Christ consider joining one of the many opportunities that
present themselves this Fall.
Along with Sunday School for all ages, our Fall Soup & Study program is beginning October 7th. There are so many
opportunities for learning and growing (not just on Sundays and Wednesdays) and I pray that you find one that excites
you. See the list of studies below and consider joining one.
Monday Morning Women's Group:
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study:
Thursday Morning Bible Study:
Thursday Morning, First Place 4 Health:
Friday Morning Men's Group:

9:30 - 11:00am, Heritage Room (Childcare provided)
2:00 - 3:00pm, Room E-204
7:30 - 9:00am at Maritsa's Restaurant in Maple Shade
9:00 - 11:00am, Heritage Room (Childcare provided)
6:30 - 7:30am, Parlor

Wednesday Evening Support Groups 6:30 - 8:30
DivorceCare (Resource Rm.), DivorceCare4Kids, (Room E-204), Single & Parenting (Room E-203)
(Childcare provided)
Fall Soup & Study begins October 7th
6:00 - Soup
7:00 - Study Opportunities:
Revival - Led by Pastor Richard (*See Description below)
Jr. & Sr. High Bible Study - Led by Kathy Clawges & Youth Leaders
Faith, Fun & Fellowship - Led by Karen Murray (Grades K-6th)
8:00 - Twisting the Truth - Shared Leadership (**See Description below)
***In order to know how many books to order, PLEASE Sign-Up on the posted Sheets in the Narthex or contact
Karen Murray at 856-222-1120. (Childcare Provided for all groups in Room E-101)
*Pastor Richard will lead a 6 week study of Adam Hamilton's Revival which examines the life of John Wesley and leads
us to reclaim and rediscover the message of Scriptural Christianity that Wesley preached. You are invited to be part of
this spiritual growth opportunity and allow the Spirit of God to bring renewal and revival to your own faith. All are
welcome to come and learn from this inspirational study.
**In this 6 week DVD study Twisting the Truth, Andy Stanley exposes some common ways God's truth gets twisted.
Each one has the potential to destroy your relationships, cloud your decisions, and distort your perception of Him. This
study helps you discover the ways the truth gets twisted in our lives and culture and, more importantly, how one can
recognize and overcome them.
For information on any of the groups listed, please contact Karen Murray at 856-222-1120.
Page 3

The Messenger

Page 4

The Messenger

MIRIAM CIRCLE
ALL Ladies are welcome to join our group at our Fall
meeting on Oct. 10th at 10:00 AM in the Parlor. We
will be treated to delicious refreshments by Barbara
Dapper and Esther Wesley. Fay Ferris will bring us the
devotional. Our guest speaker for the morning will be
Suanne Bryan, who will tell us all about the Stephen
Ministry. “Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Please put us on your calendar.
*******
Baptisms:
Vivienne Belle Duva
on August 30, 2015; daughter of
Angelo & Kathleen Duva

Deaths:
Dolores Buday
on September 13, 2015

*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
We will meet on Oct. 10, 2015 in the Fellowship Hall.
12:00 PM - Meeting & Greeting
12:25 PM - Devotions
12:45 PM - Our Covered Dish Luncheon

ARE YOU ON OUR EMAILED
“MESSENGER” LIST?
Did you know that the church newsletter is available
electronically? If you still receive a mailed paper copy
of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us
“go green” and save some money too, let us know that
you would like to be added to our email list! You will
receive an email from the church each month with a link
to the page on the church website where you can get the
current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar
pages. Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call
the church office at 856-235-0450.

Shirley Docker, an experienced dance teacher, will teach
all of us to Line Dance unless we are in a wheel-chair, in
which case, we can just laugh at the others. It's
guaranteed to be fun and lots of laughs. For reservations
please call Pat & Jerry Mengel, 609-702-0551 or Ed &
Mary Lou Nelson, 856-234-3373.
Bring a friend and don't forget your place-settings.
Hope to see you there. Come join the fun and bring
your appetite.
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FROM THE PET MINISTRY
National Feral Cat Day, October 16
comes into play. Feral cats can be lured into a humane
box trap baited with food. The food is placed at the rear
of an oblong cage. When the cat touches the food, he
sets off a mechanism that springs the front door shut.
The human who is tending the cage takes the cat in the
cage to a prearranged vet who provides low-cost or nocost spaying and neutering.

October 16 is National Feral Cat Day. You might be
asking yourself, “What is a feral cat and why do they
need their own day?” Feral cats, sometimes called
community cats or outdoor cats, are domestic cats, just
like your pet cats, but they have had little or no contact
with people and, consequently, fear them. Since cats are
social creatures, ferals live in groups called colonies,
which can thrive in a multitude of habitats. There are
several feral cat colonies that live under the boardwalk
in Atlantic City. Sometimes they live on college
campuses or near warehouses. If your backyard has an
adjacent wooded area or open field, you may have a
colony close to your home.

During this surgery, the cat is also vaccinated for rabies
and left ear-tipped, the universal symbol that indicates
she (or he) has been neutered. The cat is then returned to
her original outdoor home. The goal is to neuter all the
cats in a colony so its numbers will not increase and will
actually dwindle over time as the older cats reach the
end of their natural lives. Neutering also gets rid of
undesirable behaviors, such as the yowling and noise
associated with fighting and mating and unneutered
males spraying urine to mark their territories. The cats
become less likely to roam, which makes them less
visible, although they still provide natural rodent
control, especially beneficial in urban areas.

So where do feral cats come from in the first place?
Abandoned pets and strays sometimes become feral if
they go long enough without human contact. Others are
born of a feral mother, who teaches them to fear people.
If an outdoor cat rubs against you or lets you pet him, he
is not feral, but likely a stray or recently abandoned.
These friendly cats, if not just lost and returned to their
owners, can be adopted. Feral cats cannot.

So let's get back to the question of why feral cats need
to have their own national day. Alley Cat Allies, an
organization that has been advocating for feral cats for
25 years, launched National Feral Cat Day in 2001 to
educate the public about feral cats and to promote TrapNeuter-Return to control their population humanely.
Feral cats that enter animal shelters are almost
immediately killed. If you have feral cats in your area,
first check to see if their left ears are tipped. If they are
not, you should contact the Feral Friends Network
online to get a list of groups that assist with TNR in
your area. If you find feral kittens that are not weaned,
let them be a few weeks before contacting Feral Friends
Network. Remember that if you just ignore the colony,
it will grow larger exponentially.

Cats have lived alongside humans for thousands of
years. Feral cats are usually healthy and happy living
outdoors in their colony. Human intervention, however,
is needed to keep the feral cat population from
exploding.
Feral kittens can be trapped, tamed (socialized) and
adopted. It is best to take them from their mother at 6-8
weeks old, when they are being weaned and are most
adaptable to new things. These kittens can be socialized
easily. Even kittens as old as four months can be
socialized, but it takes more effort because their mother
has already taught them, during their most
impressionable developmental weeks, to fear people.
Feral kittens taken from their mother before they are
weaned must be bottle fed around the clock and have a
very low survival rate. It's best to leave kittens with their
feral mother until they are six weeks since she can
provide the best care for them and teach them basic cat
behaviors during this time.

Questions: Margie Morgan at margmorgan75@
gmail.com or 856-764-1247. “The righteous care for
the needs of their animals.” Proverbs 12:10

But what can we do with the adult feral cats to keep
them from producing more and more offspring? That's
where the program called Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR)
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AS TIME GOES ON
I wanted to share with my FUMC family. I have come to rely on all of you for support in my continuous
walk with the Lord. So I wanted to share a success. I have been given many gifts in my lifetime. This one
cost nothing and it is priceless! Synclaire wrote this to me for my 53rd birthday as if it were God speaking.
We apply this to our life together but this can be used in so many other venues of life. Please read it.
Absorb it. Treasure it. If God were to write a poem, this is what it might sound like.
Judi Angelow

AS TIME GOES ON
By Synclaire Angelow
As time goes on
You notice all the mistakes
All the hurt full things you've done
All the bad last second decisions

This is now your time
Go fix your mistakes
Go fix the words you've said
Go fix the disappointment you've created

As time goes on.
You see you are not always right
How you should have listened
How she was always right

As time goes on
I've noticed you are happier
Noticed things are falling into place
Noticed that now she is happier...

Then you notice how you should fix things now
Time will Not stop!
It is Not waiting on you!

Now we're here
You have found me
You have heard me
You have listened to me

It is a year later
Time has still not stopped
You still have not fixed things
You made them worse

Now you both may go on
Keep me close
Never lose sight of me
I am always here

She is not going to be here forever
And neither will time
Like I said...
Time is not going to stop for you

As time goes on
You've fixed things
If you ever need me...
Just look up

So, now look yourself in the mirror
Look at what you've become
Look at how many times you screwed up
Look at how you treated her
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Welcome to our October Newsletter
Kathy Clawges, Youth Director kclawges@gmail.com
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group meets every Sunday 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the
youth rooms
Bible Study begins October 7th - Jr. & Sr. High meet every Wednesday
6-8pm - dinner included.

UPCOMING EVENTS
IGNITE Youth Conference
On 10/02/15 at 5:00PM to 10/04/15 at 2:00PM
Ignite Youth Conference is held at the Wildwood Convention Center in Wildwood NJ. This retreat is for all
Jr. & Sr. High students. The cost is $120.

Bible Study Begins
On 10/07/15 from 6:00PM to 8:00PM
Bible Study - Jr. & Sr. High. Every Wednesday night from 6-8pm beginning Oct. 7th. Dinner included. We
will begin with music - what are you really listening to?

Fall Festival & Hoedown
On 10/30/15 from 6:00PM to 9:00PM
The youth will be hosting a Fall Festival and Hoedown. All invited. Come out and have fun family fellowship
together. As always, there will be lots of fall foods to eat. Watch the Bulletin for more info.
Page 9

The Messenger

FOMO is Making Teens Terrible Drivers
by HomeWord.com
FOMO (an acronym for fear of missing out) is a popular
rallying cry of today's teenagers to maximize life's
opportunities, but it may be a tragic if not fatal error when
combined with driving.
A recent study from Liberty Mutual Insurance and
Students Against Destructive Decisions has found that
teens feel pressured to use their smartphones to respond
immediately to texts and to frequently peek at
notifications from apps.
More than half of teens said they texted while driving, and
that the most popular apps they use while driving are:
Snapchat (38%), Instagram (20%), Twitter (17%), Facebook
(12%), and YouTube (12%).
The researchers fear that teen drivers may be more
plugged into their devices than the tasks and attention
required for safe driving. If true, FOMO and the “always
connected” teen lifestyle can have deadly consequences.
Now What?
• Set clear expectations and consequences with your
teenager regarding smartphone use while driving.
•

Specifically address how teens should handle phone
calls, texts, and app notifications while they are
driving.

•

Parents should make it their goal to be good role
models for their teens in regard to smartphone usage
while driving. When a child observes a parent
answering calls replying to texts, or checking
notifications while driving, they teach dangerous
behaviors.

•

Practice makes perfect. Your teen's driving skills are
improved through supervised driving experience.
Even if your teenager already has a driver's license, let
her or him drive while running family errands. If
necessary, pre-arrange for text messages or calls to be
made to your teen driver's smartphone during these
trips.
This provides your teen with hands-on
experience with handling distractions while you are
present in the vehicle.

Shaping Spiritual Change in Your Teenager
By Jim Burns
One of the main reasons I remain focused on young
people as my life work is because it is such an important
time for developing a relationship with God. It's exciting
to see teens explore their spirituality, but it's also a bit
scary for us parents. As they move from a concrete faith
to a more abstract way of thinking, they just may say and
do some things that go against their parents' views.
While in college, our daughter Christy felt she had to
disown our faith to eventually claim her own faith.
Interestingly enough, her faith still looks quite similar to
ours.
This is the stage in their faith development where teens
may not want to go to church, or they might say things
about God just to get you upset. It is a time of passionate
belief and passionate doubt. One morning they may
sincerely feel called to be a missionary, and later in the
day they will tell you they don't believe in God anymore
and they want nothing to do with church. Both feelings
are real, for the time being, both feeling are a normal part
of their faith development. The worst things parents can
do is freak out, panic or put down their child during this
time of searching. Young people are on a spiritual quest,
and we can't mistake skepticism or doubt as a sign that
they are not interested.
Parents must also avoid smothering their kids with their
own faith. Sure you can set expectations (like church
attendance,) but don't spend much time preaching at
them. Allow and even affirm the difficult questions. A
healthy faith has room for questions. And whenever
possible, empower them to put their faith in action.
During a tenuous time in the faith development of one of
my own daughters, we went on a foreign mission trip
together. The experience of putting her faith in action
caused her to do some very important thinking, and after
college graduation, she moved to Ecuador to invest a year
of her life working with kids.
Teens today are very experiential.
They need
opportunities to put their faith in action. Obviously, we
can't all go with our kids to a foreign country to do
mission work, but we can help them find the time to give
them the opportunity to do hands-on ministry and learn
that the call to Christ is the call to serve.
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