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H o l y W e e k S ch e d ul e
Good Friday, March 30th:
11a.m. - 5:30p.m. Stations of the Cross in the
Sanctuary (See below for more information)
Noon A 3 hour service on the words of Jesus on
the cross, with clergy from area churches. Our pastoral
intern, Meg Gaston, will be speaking on one of the
words - watch for more information. Trinity Episcopal,
corner of Church & Main St., Moorestown.
7:00 p.m. A Tenebrae (meaning “shadow”) Service
that uses the lighting and extinguishing of candles,
music, scripture and dance to dramatize the fading Light
of the World with the death of Christ on the Cross.

Palm Sunday, March 25th:
8:30 a.m. Early Worship - in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Praise and Worship Celebrating our Lord's triumphant entry into the city of
Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.
11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship - With
processions of praise and the great hymns of the season
we remember Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem and the
greeting that he received from those who placed palms
in his path.
7:00 p.m. Palm Sunday Concert - Presented by the
Adult Choir & Friends. (See pg. 2 for more
information)

Holy Saturday, March 31st:
3:00 p.m. The Seven Last Words of Christ, Haydn
String Quartet, Op.51 - a time of thoughtful reflection on
the last words of Christ on the cross. In the Chapel (See
pg. 3 for more information)

Wednesday, March 28th:
6:30 p.m. Live Passion - Presented by the Youth.
(See pg. 11 for more information)
Holy Thursday, March 29th:
7:00 p.m. We will celebrate the Last Supper of our
Lord in remembrance of Him who broke the bread and
shared the cup of communion with His disciples in the
Upper Room. Service takes place in the Sanctuary.

Easter Vigil, March 31st:
5:30 p.m. Worship Service - A 13 year tradition, this
service of waiting and hope is powerful preparation for
Easter morning.

*******

*******

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday, March 30th
11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

A SPECIAL INVITATION
Holy Week, of all the seasons of the year, is the time
when people in our American culture are most open to
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many people are
simply waiting for an invitation. Please pray for your
family, neighbors, coworkers and friends and consider
giving them a personal invitation to worship with you
this Easter.

Come to the Sanctuary and spend some time at each
station meditating on the pathway of Jesus' suffering and
sacrifice. It is by walking this way with Him that we
may come to share in the glorious victory of His
resurrection.
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM
THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
COMMITTEE

PALM SUNDAY
CHOIR CONCERT
John Rutter's Requiem
March 25th, 7:00 p.m.

It is my joy to share with you today that Bishop John R.
Schol has appointed Rev. Thomas Korkuch, as the new
pastor of our congregation. Rev. Korkuch will begin his
new responsibilities on July 1st of this year. As a United
Methodist Church we are a part of an appointment
system. Our congregation's Staff Parish Relations
Committee has met with the District Superintendent to
identify our congregation's needs and the needed skills
in a pastor. We have also met with Rev. Korkuch to
better get to know him and to ask questions.

On Palm Sunday evening, March 25th at 7:00 PM the
Adult Choir and Friends will present John Rutter's
Requiem. The Palm Sunday Concert is a long-standing
tradition in the church and for me sets up the beginning
of Holy Week. This year will be no exception.
What is a “Requiem” and why perform one in a concert?
By definition a requiem is a piece of music used for a
ceremony or in any other context honoring those who
have died. The word requiem comes from the opening
words of the Roman Catholic Mass for the Dead, which
is spoken or sung in Latin (requiem means “rest”). John
Rutter's Requiem is no exception, it honors those who
have gone on before us. It begins quietly and subtly with
the Latin words Requiem aeternam, Grant them rest
eternal, almost an urgent plea to God. Rutter weaves his
music with rich harmonies and text that leads one
through a time of eternal promise.

Tom Korkuch is in his twenty-third year of ordained
ministry. He has served as student assistant pastor at
Sparta UMC, associate pastor at Grace UMC in
Wyckoff, and senior pastor at Westwood UMC before
serving in his current appointment at Archer UMC in
Allendale. He is a graduate of Rutgers University (BA
in History and Religion) and Drew University (MA in
Biblical Studies and MDIV). He has a strong mission
focus and enjoys facilitating learning and spiritual
growth. He has been married for 26 years to his wife,
Lisa, and has two children - Patrick, 22, and Michael,
19.

Rutter's Requiem is not entirely in Latin, in fact he sets
many Psalms in English. The play between Latin and
English actually pulls you into the piece. Each section
has an ebb and flow that reaches to the very center of
your being. Within is one of the most exquisite settings
of the 23rd Psalm. It ends with the promise that we will
all rest from our labours and that light eternal will shine
upon us and we will dwell with the saints and angels.
The end returns to the first statement: Requiem
aeternam, Grant them rest eternal. As subtly as it begins,
it ends.

We also want to thank our current pastor, Rev. Richard
Nichols, for his time of service with us, and wish him
well as he and Joanna begin a new chapter in their
journey. Richard's last service with FUMC will occur on
June 10th. Further details on this and other events will be
provided during the spring.
Our new pastor will work with us and the Conference so
that we continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. Bishop Schol, District
Superintendent Davis, and the leaders of the Greater
New Jersey Conference will work with us to continue to
grow as a vital congregation. I know you will join the
bishop, our new pastor and me in helping to make new
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.

It is my wish that you will come and be blessed by this
wonderful work of art after we have sung our praises
Palm Sunday morning. That this concert will mark the
beginning of Holy Week and be a part of Christ's
journey to the cross and ultimately his resurrection on
Easter Sunday.
Blessings,
Donna Banes
Interim Music Coordinator

Scott McGough
Staff Parish Chair
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LOOKING AHEAD
TO EASTER MORNING!

The Seven Last Words of Christ
Haydn String Quartet, Op. 51

Easter Services, Sunday April 1st
6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service - Start the Day of
Resurrection by gathering in the courtyard in a
traditional sunrise service, anticipating the joy of the
resurrection. We will adjourn afterward to Fellowship
Hall for a continental breakfast. All are welcome.
8:15 a.m. Early Praise and Worship - Come to the
Sanctuary, 15 minutes earlier than usual, to celebrate
Easter. Begin with praise songs and end with the
Hallelujah Chorus led by our Adult Choir.
9:30 a.m. Easter Praise and Worship - The walls will
resound in this service of contemporary praise in
celebration of Easter. We meet as usual in the
Sanctuary.
11:00 a.m. Easter Worship - enriched with the music
of a brass choir, the music of our Adult Choir, and the
joyful singing of the timeless hymns of Easter. Also
meets in the Sanctuary.

Saturday, March 31, 2018
3:00 pm in the chapel
A time of thoughtful reflection on the last words of
Christ on the cross
with
Toyoko Kitade and Rusty Stauffer, violins
Hazel Edwards, viola and narration
Bob Williamson, cello
This quartet was written in 1785 when Haydn was
commissioned by the cathedral authorities in Cadiz,
Spain to compose descriptive interludes between
the spoken parts of the Good Friday service. The
church was hung with black cloth and only one
large lamp hanging from the center of the roof
broke the solemn darkness.
By using the chapel, this performance aims to
recreate this intimate atmosphere for reflections on
those final words of Christ on the cross to add to
the worship experience of Holy Week.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mar. 9th
Mar. 9th
Mar. 10th
Mar. 10th
Mar. 10th
Mar. 11th
Mar. 11th
Mar. 13th
Mar. 13th
Mar. 14th
Mar. 17th
Mar. 17th
Mar. 18th
Mar. 25th
Mar. 25th
Mar. 27th
Mar. 27th
Mar. 28th
Mar. 29th
Mar. 30th
Mar. 30th
Mar. 30th
Mar. 31st
Mar. 31st

Why offer a Haydn quartet as a worship experience
in Holy Week?
A year ago I attended a
performance of Haydn's quartet opus 51, The Seven
Last Words of Christ, and was deeply moved by the
experience. So much so that I sought out another
performance later in the year and took a violinist
friend of mine along with me. She was equally
moved. I then “dove into the deep end” and made a
proposal to Pastor Richard to see if he agreed with
me that a performance at our church would add to
the worship experience of Holy Week. So this
worship experience was born from my love of
sharing the spoken biblical word and my love of
making music with friends. I hope the experience
will mean as much to you as it has to me in
bringing all the pieces together.
Hazel Edwards
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My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
Grounds for Good - 8:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Prayer Event - 9:00-10:00am
Youth Spaghetti Dinner - 4:30-7:00pm
Easter flower order deadline
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
UMW Communion Breakfast - 9:30am
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Adult Fellowship - Noon
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
Parents DIGG - 10:45am-12:45pm
Palm Sunday Choir Concert - 7:00pm
Blood Drive - 1:30-6:30pm
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm
Live Passion - 6:30pm
Holy Thursday service - 7:00pm
Stations of the Cross - 11:00am-5:30pm
Community Good Fri. svc.@Trinity-noon
Tenebrae Service - 7:00pm
Haydn String Quartet concert - 3:00pm
Easter Vigil service - 5:30pm
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

abundance of what the Lord is teaching us.”
(truekingdom.org, “Life in the Early Church”.) The
people of the first church also knew that giving was a
vital part of being the body of Christ.
“Giving humbles us to see that we have a part in the
work of God's Kingdom. Giving actually creates a
joyous spirit within the hearts of those who give.”
(www.truekingdom.org, “Life in the Early Church”.)

Dear Friends,
We are in the season of Lent. UMC.org describes this
time as follows:
“Lent is a season of forty days, not counting
Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on
Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word
lencten, which means ”spring.“ The forty days
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness,
enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin
his ministry.”

The UMC's ministry with the poor and marginalized
“stands in strong, continuity with the Methodist heritage
dating back to John Wesley in 18th century England.”
(www.umcmission.org, “The United Methodist Church
Heritage Sunday: John Wesley and the Poor,” May 20,
2011.) Wesley saw a strong need in those who lived in
the economic margins. He organized a society to
provide relief for the poor, sick, and friendless
“strangers”. (ibid.) John Wesley wanted to create
benefits to help the individual, family, and community.
He considered the treatment of the poor the true test of
the value of Christian life and service.

“Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of selfexamination and reflection. In the early church, Lent
was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today,
Christians focus on their relationship with God, often
choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give
of themselves for others.”
“Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days
because each Sunday represents a ”mini-Easter“ and the
reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful
anticipation of the Resurrection. (www.umc.org, “What
is Lent and why does it last forty days?”)”

The above mentioned practices and doctrines translate
into what we are doing here in the education department
at First Church. We are enhancing your children's
worship experience. The youth in our church are
participating in our Winter Mission Adventure. In
February, we collected items for Blessing Bags. The
fruit of this project was shared with Seeds of Hope and
Eyes of Our Hearts ministries. In March, we will be
collecting cleaning supplies in partnership with the
Neighborhood Center in Camden. We are doing the
same project that we did last year because the need is
always there. If you feel inspired by helping with this
project, other service opportunities exist apart from the
project. Look for our bulletin boards near the elevator,
outside Fellowship Hall, and near the wheelchair lift.
These boards will have specifics on the needs we are
trying to meet in the community.

This description of Lent is a mouthful to say the least.
Simply put, Christ gave his life so that we might
abundantly live our lives in him. Lent is a time to grow
closer to Christ and find your spiritual path. However,
we were not meant to navigate this life by ourselves. It
means that we share life together, that we share this
Spirit and this life in common as the people of God, and
that we understand we need each other. We can explore
where we are going in our faith journey by reflecting on
Peter and the people who were the first Church.
“And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need.” Act 2:45.
These people of the first church knew that we are all in
this together as the body of Christ. They lived in
fellowship with one another. The prayed with one
another. They devoted themselves to the meeting of one
another's needs in the body. “It is the relationship of
rejoicing with one another, weeping with one another,
lifting up the fallen, coming to one another's aid, giving
to one another, and sharing with one another out of the

We are happy to announce that we have nine
confirmands participating in our confirmation classes.
Please pray for our teens as they shape their relationship
with God. Pray for their parents and the youth ministry
as they guide our teens through this process. Also
Continued on next page
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Education, continued

MIRIAM CIRCLE
COMMUNION &
BREAKFAST

during this Lenten season, we will study Creed: What
Christians Believe and Why by Adam Hamilton. In
this book, Adam Hamilton takes us on an exploration of
the Apostle's Creed and the truths embedded within it.
If you are still in need of a copy of this book, it can be
downloaded onto a tablet or you can order a hard copy.
In the spirit of fellowship, some of our members have
opened up their homes to explore Creed together. Sign
up sheets are up in the Narthex. In addition, small
groups will be facilitated at the church. See your
bulletins for times and locations.

All are invited to the Miriam Circle's
Communion and breakfast to be held on March 14, 2018
at 9:30 AM.
Communion will be held in the Chapel with Pastor
Nichols and breakfast will follow at Maritsa's in Maple
Shade.
Please contact Betsy DeWitt at 856-779-8071 if you
plan to attend.

On March 25, 2018, Parents DIGG group will be
meeting after the 9:30 service from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. in Room F102. Childcare is provided. This group
is for parents with small children. They are studying
Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman. Contact
Lauren Jones at Ldr0501@gmail.com for more details
and to RSVP. Adult Sunday School classes are
happening during the 9:30 and 11:00 service times. In
kind, see the bulletin for our children and youth Sunday
school offerings.

*******
LIGHT HARBOR MINISTRY
Easter is a busy time; we have many opportunities for
you to be involved:
1. Decorating white bags for Easter on Tuesday,
February 27 at 7:00 PM. We have 125 bags to
decorate so if you love to draw or color we really
could use your help.
2. Stuffing the bags with goodies supplied by us for
each resident on Friday, March 23 at 7:00 PM.
3. Delivering the bags to the residents at Avista
Healthcare in Cherry Hill. A tentative date of
Thursday, March 29 at 10:30 AM.
4. You may purchase a special gift for a resident at
Avista Healthcare. Look for our Easter basket in the
Narthex starting on Saturday, March 3rd
5. Avista Healthcare church service on Sunday, March
11 at 2:30 PM
Please check your weekly bulletin for updates on any of
these opportunities or if you have any questions call
Linda Wanagas at 856-273-1298.

It is our prayer in the Christian Education Department
that we enhance your worship experience and that we
help you grow your faith. To God be the glory!
In Christ,
Ceciley Binegar, Education Commission Chairperson
*******
SAVE THE DATE
March 10, 9am-10am in the Chapel
Preparing Our Hearts for Growth and Action

During this Easter Season, we ask that you keep our
senior citizens who are housebound or in nursing homes,
assisted living, health and rehab facilities, and hospitals
in your prayers. Many have no family or friends to visit
them. If you have a relative, friend, or neighbor living
alone or at one of these facilities please take the time to
visit, call, or write. You have no idea how much joy and
happiness you will bring. All of us at Light Harbor
Ministry wish to thank you for supporting our ministry
through the years and pray you take time to reflect
during the Lenten Season. We wish you a safe and
Hopping Easter!
Linda Wanagas

In November, the Prayer Team offered a time
of prayer for FUMC's future. We had 15
attend. The Prayer Team and the Visioning
Team encourage all attenders of this church community
to come join our hearts in one accord to be with the
LORD and pray. Let us stay awake and merciful to
what the LORD is preparing before us. If you can only
be here for 10 minutes or stay for the whole hour you
are welcomed and needed.
“Better is one day in your courts,
than a thousand elsewhere.” Psalm 84:10 NIV
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A Leap of Faith
Our pastors' sermon discussion series on “jumping in the
deep end” made such an impression on me, and I think it
did on so many of us. With changes ahead, in our faith
community and in our world, having our trust in God is
such a reassurance!

ightning flashed. Seeing her mother, the little girl ran to
her, explaining happily: “All the way home, God has
been taking my picture!”
Maybe God is also taking our picture each day? If we
take the time to listen, and to pray, I think that God will
put our picture in new places.

Thinking about the challenges that we all face, shortterm and long-term, we have many Scriptural verses that
give us encouragement.

My prayer is that we will all look up and smile, allowing
God to bless each of us on this journey.

We read in Psalm 62, verse 8:
Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your
heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.

Kathy Appleton
Lay Leader
*******

Proverbs 3:5-6, is something that I think many of us
know by heart:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your
paths.

FROM THE
MISSIONS COMMISSION
Although we are only in the third month of
2018 it seems appropriate to assess whether we are on
target towards meeting our New Year's Resolutions. If
you're like most people these resolutions typically fall
under the category of improving one's quality of life.
When I think of New Year's Resolutions, diet and
exercise along with hard work come to mind. This is
because companies like Weight Watchers and Planet
Fitness tend to heavily advertise right after the holidays
that you can stay fit, improve your health and continue
to “look good” throughout the year by using their
services in a no judgment atmosphere. Unfortunately
these resolutions become too challenging and time
consuming for many by now and regrettably are put on
hold, even though these individuals have very high
expectations of meeting their goals. For others the
outcome is the same but they do not take their failure to
heart because they really were not serious in meeting
their resolutions when they made them. Besides, most
people recognize that New Year's Resolutions are
mainly contrived out of fun and no one really takes them
seriously. Right?

The book of Peter 4:11, also is inspiring;
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves,
they should do so with the strength God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ.
There are so many opportunities to step out into the
world, to be a little bit gutsy, being aware of prospects
that God might be using to lead us to grow. I know,
from experience, that trying something new is not
always comfortable, yet we know that staying in that
comfort zone limits the possibilities that God has in
store for us.
We can learn so much from children too. Young
children, for the most part, accept challenges more than
we do, as adults. It is our responsibility, or course, to
guide them, but their trust in God is something to be
admired, as in this example:

I believe throughout the year we need to also assess the
health and welfare of our own spirit and whether it is
improving with time. Just like eating well and staying fit
is an essential recipe for helping our physical bodies
remain healthy, growing in the Lord is pivotal toward

When a mother saw a thunderstorm forming in midafternoon, she worried about her seven-year old
daughter who would be walking the three blocks from
school to home. Meeting her, as she did every day after
the first block, the mother saw her daughter walking
nonchalantly along, stopping to smile whenever

Continued on next page
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Christian theology that by using history, reasoning and
evidence defends any objections against Christianity.
David's outpouring love for his friend, his prayers and
his non-confrontational approach paved the way for
Nabeel to eventually become a disciple of Christ. Any
Christian who reads this book will easily recognize
Christ's light shining brightly in David all because he
was willing to invest time and develop a stronger
relationship with his friend.

Missions, continued
satisfying our spiritual needs so that we can fully
become the people God created us to be. Make no
mistake every believer has their own list of items they
need to work on that will lead to a maturing Christian
spirit that better reflects the love of Christ in a hurting
world. Maybe this year God is tugging at your heart to
have a deeper relationship with Him by spending more
quality time in His word or more time in prayer. For
others it may be to volunteer more or invest more time
in people's lives in order to build deeper relationships.
Perhaps this is the year that God wants you to step out
of your “comfort zone” and is challenging you to have a
larger impact on your community by helping others and
being a blessing to more people while sharing the good
news in love. Whatever you decide we need to rely on
God's strength to help us grow in Him. When we do
God's will we are not only blessed by Him but
experience real joy no matter what hardships or
struggles we may be experiencing in life.

1 Peter 3:15-16 states: “But in your hearts set apart
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander”. Starting today may our
resolution to God be that He continue to give us
opportunities to grow and mature in the spirit while
recognizing that Jesus is with us every step of the way
in helping us get there. Because we are a child of God
we really need to recognize we are capable of so much
more than we realize with the Holy Spirit indwelling in
us.

Upon my own personal reflection I believe the Holy
Spirit is guiding me to spend more quality time with my
unbelieving co-workers, neighbors and Jewish family
siblings so I can not only develop stronger relationships
and be a blessing to them, but also have the courage to
continue to share and discuss God's good news with
them. It is very sad that even in our country which was
founded on Judeo-Christian values, there are millions of
people that have no idea who God really is and what He
has done for us through His saving grace while giving
us peace, joy and comfort in a broken world.

Allan Estrin
Missions Commission Member
*******
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.

One reason I want to develop stronger relationships with
people came about through a thought provoking book
given to me by a friend called “Seeking Allah, Finding
Jesus”. This book is about a devout American born
Muslim man named Nabeel Quresh who came from a
very religious family that had an incorrect preconception
about Christianity until he met his eventual best friend
David, a Christian grounded in faith. What I love most
about this book are the many discussions these two
educated young men had in trying to convince each
other that their belief is correct. What stood out for me is
that both Nabeel and David respected each other's belief
even though they did not see eye to eye on many things.
What proved to be the turning point is that David was
not only armed with scriptures from the bible along with
his strong faith in Christ, he clearly had spent time
learning Christian apologetics, which is the branch of

*******
BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, March 27th
Our next Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 27 from 1:30 to 6:30 pm in Fellowship
Hall. If you are blessed with good health, please
consider sharing that blessing with someone in need of
life-saving blood. Making an appointment is the best
way to ensure that you will have an opportunity to
donate, and it will reduce your waiting time, too! To
make an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org or
contact
Jen
Dunne
at
856-979-6329
or
jendunne1@gmail.com. Thank you for sharing the gift
of life!
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FUMC PRAISE TEAM???
You may have noticed references to the “Worship
Team” or “King's Road Revival” (KRR) in connection
with our 9:30 worship gathering and other events inside
and outside our Moorestown faith community. These
new identities are more than semantic… they represent a
renewed focus and emphasis on what we see as our
mission within the realm of FUMC Moorestown and,
possibly more importantly, outside the walls of our
church building.

Be A Worship Team, Not A Praise Band
(Eric Drew)
“Our words matter. What we call things matters.
And while this opinion might not win me any
popularity points - I believe it is one of the most
important shifts that the United Methodist Church
must make. Your church doesn't need a praise
band; but it sure would be great if it had a
worship team.”

At the beginning of last summer, the FUMC “Praise
Team” embarked on a journey in pursuit of musical
excellence, technical advancement, and, most
importantly, a culture of meaningful and relevant
worship.

“When we come together to worship God, we are
called to offer all we are. Throughout the Psalms,
we read lament alongside praise. When we gather,
we bring our prayers and petitions. We confess
where we have fallen short and rejoice to
experience the grace of God which is always
reaching out to us. We respond to this grace and
the Word of God spoken. If all we are doing in
worship is praising, our experiences are falling
short.”

Our journey started with a retreat... Our theme for the
retreat was “…prayerfully and skillfully…”. As a
cohesive group, joined by our pastors and Tom Kulp
(representing the FUMC Visioning Team), we dove into
the scriptural foundations of worship, endeavoring to
understand and reinforce the roles of our ministry,
collectively and individually. We committed ourselves
and our group to, first, building our focus on personal
worship, and then expanding to join with each other as
we lead our community in corporate worship. We will
strive to do this with reverence for Almighty God, and
sensitivity to the wide spectrum of issues and situations
that are represented among us every time we gather to
worship together.

“Much more than getting the people pumped up,
the worship team offers sounds and expressions of
worship for all of these rich acts of community.
Do we lead praise and rejoice? Yes! I hope you do
so in such a way that the congregation is full of
joy alongside you. But some of my most
memorable and poignant moments in worship
have been when a team member has shared their
testimony through a trial, or we have sung our
dependence upon God, or the silence between
prayers has allowed me the space to hear the
whispers of God deep in my soul.”

For the first time in the 24-year history of (what is now)
the Worship Team, we have dedicated leadership in the
person of Norm Dorrell, who is serving as our Music
Director. Norm's deep and broad experience as a
professional musician and educator are guiding us to
higher levels of musicianship, and are supporting our
mission to more effectively bring our ministry of music
to the broader community. His original compositions of
worship music are enhancing our times of worship, and
giving voice to our expressions of love for God and
those around us.

“A praise team leads boisterous, joyful praise. A
worship team curates the journey of worship as it
rises and falls, ebbs and flows, and offers sounds
and acts of worship for the full spectrum of
spiritual experience.”
www.ericdrewmusic.com
So What/Who is King's Road Revival, you ask? Bishop
Schol, in a variety of contexts and messages, is
encouraging our Conference to take our ministry outside
our walls (and our comfort zones), to share the Good
News of Christ with a hurting world. (Sound familiar?)
To that end, our Worship Team is engaging with other

Eric Drew, our Conference Director of Worship,
recently posted a blog (January 9, 2018) that reinforces
our renewed ministry focus. Here are a few relevant
excerpts (reprinted with permission):

Continued on next page
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Praise Team, continued

UPDATED CHURCH
DIRECTORY AVAILABLE

churches, community groups, and not-for-profit
organizations to provide mentoring and ministry in
environments ranging from Trenton to Camden, urban
streets to ministry organization fund-raisers. King's
Road Revival (KRR) is our identity in those contexts.
The name has its roots in our desire to participate in the
revitalization of worship, and maybe, just a little bit,
reflects our geography :). Guess you could say we're
“jumping in the deep end”!

Be sure to pick up your copy of the updated 2018
Church Directory. It is now available in the Narthex (on
the first aid cabinet) before or after worship, or in the
church office during the week. Just look for the gold
cover! (One per family, please).
*******
FREE SENIOR CITIZEN PERFORMANCE
OF MOORESTOWN HIGH SCHOOL'S
SPRING MUSICAL

As a group, we look forward to working closely with
our pastors and other leaders to move to new ways of
worship that will provide each of us the opportunity to
revel in the presence of God, and to effectively
communicate our love for Him as we worship together.
This movement will be evident in the flow of worship,
the music we play and sing, and the physical
environment of worship. We welcome your thoughts
and perceptions as we move in new directions.

Moorestown High School 2018 Spring Musical
KISS ME, KATE
Wednesday, March 7th
12:00 pm - 2:45 pm
Passions run high as leading lady Lilli Vanessi and her
ex-husband, actor/director Fred Graham, battle onstage
and off in a production of Shakespeare's Taming of the
Shrew. With romance, comedy, sophistication, and
behind-the-scenes high jinks, KISS ME, KATE
combines the irreverent humor of two brilliant writers:
Cole Porter and William Shakespeare. Musical numbers
include “So In Love,” “Wunderbar,” “Tom, Dick or
Harry,” “Too Darn Hot,” “Brush Up Your Shakespeare,”
“I Hate Men,” “Always True to You (In My Fashion)”
and “Another Op'nin, Another Show.”

Please contact Norm Dorrell (nedriffed@aol.com) or
Jay Appleton (jkappleton@comcast.net) to discuss any
aspect of this ministry.
Blessings and Peace!
Jay Appleton
*******
RECONCILING TEAM
NEWS AND INFORMATION

•
•

We are looking forward to our spring plans for sharing
and communicating the UMC motto, 'Open Hearts,
Open Minds and Open Doors.'

•
Keep watching the weekly bulletin for our specific
activities.
And, don't forget to check out the
Reconciling Team tab on the meetwithGod.com website
for FAQ's and much more (under the Care-Prayer-Share
tab). We have recently added a weekly item on that
webpage entitled Points to Ponder. A different member
of the Reconciling Team will share their personal
thoughts each week.

•

Free of charge for senior citizens
Pretzels/candy/water are served at intermission by
the Moorestown Education Association
Guests are welcome to bring their own lunches, if
needed
Guests/homes need to provide their own
transportation (buses can drop off, those driving will
need to park and walk to the entrance)
*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION

If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

We are always happy to talk with you and learn more
about your concerns for the health of our congregation
and the world around us. Please don't hesitate to reach
out
via
email
to
Allan
Hanlon
at
allanhanlon@gmail.com with any questions. Or reach
out to a member of the Team that you know.
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GROUNDS FOR GOOD
Friday, March 9th

NEW LOCATION FOR
PET RESCUE DONATION BIN

Visitors to the Grounds for Good Coffee House on
Friday, March 9 are in for a special treat, as FUMC's
own amazing worship band, King's Road Revival is on
tap to perform. The evening will feature free coffee and
tea as well as a variety of snacks and baked goods for
purchase. Admission is always free, but proceeds and
donations will benefit The Philadelphia Project. Each
summer, FUMC youth assist The Philadelphia Project
with their wide-reaching missions, ranging from
children's programs to home repair. The doors to
Fellowship Hall will open at 7:30, with music kicking
off at 8. Please note that this Coffee House will take
place on the second Friday of the month.

We have moved the bin for animal rescue
donations to the back wall of the narthex near the
Camden Avenue entrance. We need donations of the
following items: dry and canned cat and dog food or
treats; cat litter; towels; washcloths; pillowcases (no
pillows, please); cleaning and laundry supplies; plastic
bags; and other pet supplies. Especially pressing is the
need for safe, hard (not plush or fabric) chew toys for
dogs, such as large knuckle bones or large black
Kongs. For a full listing of wish list items from the
rescue organizations we support, check the list on the
donations bin.
Questions: Margie Morgan at
margmorgan75@gmail.com or 856-764-1247.

E as t e r C h a n c e l Fl o w e r s
Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with spring flowers to signify the glory of the Resurrection
at Easter. If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of a plant ($8.50), in memory or in
honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below. Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the
marked box in the church office.
Number of plants __________________________________________ ($8.50 per plant)

Name of Donor ___________________________________________________________

( ) In Memory of: ________________________________________________________

( ) In Honor of: __________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to:

First United Methodist Church
446 Camden Ave.
Moorestown, NJ 08057

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, March 11, 2018
IMPORTANT! Please memo your check “Easter Flowers” and place in the marked box in the church
office or mail to the above address. Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and should not
be placed in the offering plate. (If donations exceed the total charged by the florist, the extra amount will
be used to support the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Burlington County.)
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March Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148

YOUTH GROUP - for all Jr. & Sr. High students. We meet every Sunday night 7-8:30pm in the youth rooms,
downstairs below Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY - meets every Wednesday night from 6:30--8:00pm in the Sr. High room and is for all
Jr. & Sr. High School students. For questions please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.
VOLUNTEER YOUTH LEADERS - Do you like to spend time with teenagers? Do you find them interesting and
fun to hang out with? Have you ever considered volunteering in Youth Ministry? If you have answered yes
to any of these questions, you just may be who we need. I'm looking for leaders for both Sunday nights
and/or Wednesday night Bible Study. Please contact me for more information; Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148
or kclawges@gmail.com.

Spaghetti Dinner
Let us cook dinner for you! Help support youth missions!
Saturday, March 10th
Fellowship Hall
4:30-7:00pm
Tickets will be available in Fellowship Hall after 9:30 service
Contact Kathy Clawges, kclawges@gmail.com
or
Robin Stepp, rlstepp@comcast.net
Adults $10.00, Children and Seniors $8.00

“LIVE PASSION”
Wednesday, March 28th
6:30pm
Come and experience 10 live Stations of the Cross with narrators & music
Remember the path that Jesus walked for you
Please arrive at Fellowship Hall to begin your journey
Be Blessed!
Presented by: Jr. & Sr. High Youth of First United Methodist Church

Continued on next page
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Youth News, continued

Five Ideas for Communicating Christ to Your Kids
Jim Burns -President of HomeWord
and Executive Director of the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family
at Azusa Pacific University
If you find it challenging to talk with your teen about God and spiritual issues, you are not alone. It's not
that parents don't want to talk about faith with their kids, but rather that they don't know how to get
started. Here are five practical suggestions to get faith conversations started in your home.
1. Be yourself. You don't need a seminary degree to talk to your kids about God. You don't have to speak
like a pastor giving a sermon. Just be yourself in conversations with your teenager. Share your
understanding of who God is and why He matters to you in a way that reflects the real you.
2. Don't limit your faith conversations to Sunday mornings. Don't get caught in the trap of
compartmentalizing faith issues to certain days or times. Let you kids know that spiritual issues are
important in your life all of the time! Don't go overboard, but make faith issues an ongoing discussion
with your family.
3. Let your kids catch you in the act of doing something spiritual. Spending time alone with God is great,
but how will they know about the value you place on spiritual disciplines if they never see you engaged
in them? Let your kids “see” you involved in these disciplines. Your actions teach your teenagers much
about your faith, and likely communicate more than your words.
4. Look for natural opportunities to engage in faith conversations. Be on the lookout for opportunities
along the road of life where issues almost beg to be discussed in light of your Christian commitment and
faith. Try utilizing news items and entertainment media sources as springboards for faith conversations.
5. See yourself as a “fellow-learner” rather than a teacher. Taking the posture of a “fellow-learner” takes
much of the pressure off of you and sends the message that you don't claim to know everything about
the Christian faith. It's truly healthy when your teen asks a faith question that you need to reply with, “I
don't know the answer. Let's figure it out together.”

Page 12

