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JUNE 2018

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, June 10th, 10:00am
Saturday, June 9th 1:00PM til 8:00PM
Rain or Shine!!

Pastor's Richard's last day here at FUMC will be
Sunday, June 10th. There will be just one combined
service that weekend, at 10:00 a.m., where we will all
worship together and give Pastor Richard & Joanna our
love & best wishes on their retirement. Please join us
afterward for cake in Fellowship Hall!

FREE ADMISSION!
BANDS 1:00 Narrow Road
2:00 Lee Goldberg
3:00 Bethesda Praise Band
4:00 Everything In Between
5:00 King's Road Revival
6:00 Matt Wheeler
7:00 Dave Pettigrew Concert
•
•

*******
ORGAN RECITAL SCHEDULE
For those who may be interested in hearing our former
Music Director Glenn Rodgers perform on the organ at
the Atlantic City Boardwalk Hall, he is scheduled to
play noontime recitals on June 6, June 29, July 25, and
August 10. The recitals begin at noon and are thirty
minutes long.

Food Trucks
Kids' Tent with Storytellers, live music, crafts &
face painting
Thanks To Our Sponsors:
WHITTENDALE EXCAVATING CORP.
Greyhawk Construction Managers & Consultants
Susan M. Schlindwein, Certified Public Accountant
Taylor Made Custom Cabinetry & Design
Taylor Rental of Burlington, NJ
Bloom Again Coaching Services
PMH Associates, Inc.

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jun. 3rd
Jun. 3rd
Jun. 5th
Jun. 9th
Jun. 10th

www.meetwithGod.com/MusicFestival2018

Jun. 10th
Jun. 12th
Jun. 16th
Jun.16-17
Jun.17-27
Jun. 23rd
Jun. 24-30
Jun. 26th
Jun30-Jul1

*******
FELLOWSHIP AND EXERCISE!
Join us for a summer 9-hole evening golfing
league. Starts June 12th at Pennsauken Country Club at
4pm. All welcome: women, men, guests. Call or text
Rick Jagodzinski, 609-502-4084 or Greg Scott, 609-2809539.
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Sunday School Celebration - 9:30am
Retirement Tea for the Nichols - 3:00pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Community Music Festival - 1:00-8:00pm
Combined worship service - 10:00am
(Pastor Richard's last day)
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
The Serving Plate - 5:00pm
Eyes of our Hearts Camden breakfast
Youth Weekend - all services
Taize trip
Parents DIGG at the Holden's - 3-6pm
Youth Adventure Serve mission trip
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm
Pastor Tom's first weekend here-all svcs
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WORDS FROM
PASTOR RICHARD

These past 4 years at FUMC have been a wonderful
blessing for Joanna and me. As we look forward to
retirement after 40 years of pastoral ministry, we think
about all of the special experiences of being in ministry
for Jesus Christ: inspiring times of worship and music,
stimulating Bible studies, mission events, children,
youth and adult activities and many other aspects of
ministry that we will remember with great fondness.
When I felt a call to pastoral ministry way back in 1971,
I never could have envisioned what a glorious journey
these years would be. All we can say is “Thanks be to
God for his faithfulness and amazing grace!”

•

We thank you for your love and support as we have
served together. I am grateful for a wonderful staff and
such a great team of dedicated leaders in this church
who are committed to sharing the good news and love of
Christ. And we will look forward to hearing the good
things God is doing at FUMC in the days, months, and
years ahead. We have appreciated your prayers for us
and for Rev. Tom Korkuch and his wife, Lisa, during
this time of transition. I know you will welcome your
new pastor and family with the same caring and loving
spirit in which we were received. Beginning July I,
Tom will be your new senior pastor. Any requests for
baptisms, weddings, funerals, and other pastoral
responsibilities are to be cared for by him and Pastor
HeyYoung. Please see the details of the covenant we
pastors share in the notes on pastoral transitions found
following this article. Certainly Joanna and I will
continue to keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers.
We give thanks and praise to the Lord for all that we
have shared together and know God will continue to
guide FUMC as you seek to bring the love of Jesus
Christ to a hurting world with your words and actions.

•

baptisms, weddings, and funerals, or do pastoral
counseling or pastoral visitation in that parish.
Pastors, active or retired, shall respectfully decline to
participate in such duties when invited by members
of a former congregation. Declining all such
invitations is the responsibility of the previous
pastor.
The District Superintendent must be consulted by the
previous pastor in advance of any return for pastoral
functions. Such visits to former churches shall
require the advance approval of the District
Superintendent. The present pastors should never be
under any pressure to invite the previous pastor.
Pressure to involve the previous pastors should not
be generated by either the congregation or the
previous pastor.
Several weeks prior to concluding a pastoral
appointment, a pastor shall inform all members of
the church of this policy by printing sections 1, 2 and
3 verbatim in either a pastoral letter that is sent to
each member, or a church newsletter which can be
mailed or emailed to the congregation.
*******
GRADUATING FROM
HIGH SCHOOL
OR COLLEGE?

Each year our church honors the
achievement of those in our congregation who are
graduating from High School and College. If you have
a name you want listed, call the church office, 856-2350450 or email joan@meetwithGod.com with the
student's name, high school or college they are
graduating from and their degree. Names will be
printed in our bulletin on Youth Weekend, June 16/17.
Please submit names no later than Monday, June 11th.
Thank you and congratulations to all the 2018
graduates!

From the 2018 Pastoral Transition Process Booklet:
• As of the effective date of a new appointment, a
pastor shall immediately cease all pastoral
counseling and pastoral visitation with members or
member families in the previous appointment.
Since appointments are generally announced at least
several weeks in advance, each pastor has adequate
time in which to affect closure and make appropriate
referral to another for the pastoral care of members.
• Pastors shall have a clear understanding with former
congregations that they will not return to officiate at

*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor.”
Proverbs 21:21 (NIV)
On May 20th our 2018 Confirmation Class made up of nine youth, joined this church and as always it was a beautiful
day. It is a day when we (as a community) invited these youth to be “members” of this family. We ask them questions
and about their intentions to stay connected and they all answer with a resounding, “yes” and we were all well pleased.
But we all know that our relationship with Christ does not begin or end there with the joining of the church it must
continue. We must always seek to live a life that is “right” with Christ.
One of the topics in our Confirmation Curriculum - Confirm (Cokesbury) is about “right-living” or another word is
living a “righteous” life. So what does that look like? According to the scripture above, right-living or righteousness is
what leads to a life of prosperity and honor. And who does not want that?
In his blog, Pastor R.C. Sproul, wrote about the difference between being Spiritual and being Righteous. It seems they
are very confusing and often used interchangeably however they are very different. Just as we discussed with the
Confirmation Class it is important to practice spiritual disciplines, reading the Bible daily, doing a devotional, being
connected to a church, trusting the Lord's leading and trying to be a reflection of the light of Christ in this difficult
world. All those things sound great, but do they lead to righteousness? Prosperity? Honor?
Sproul writes, “Spiritual disciplines are vitally necessary to achieve righteousness. Bible study, prayer, church
attendance, evangelism, are necessary for Christian growth, but they cannot be the final goal. I cannot achieve
righteousness without spirituality. But it is possible to be “spiritual,” at least on the surface, without attaining
righteousness.”
Proverbs 21:21 tells us to pursue righteousness so what is “Righteousness”?
According to Sproul, righteousness is “…is doing what is right in the sight of God. This is a simple definition that is far
more complex under the surface. To be righteous is to do everything that God calls us to do. The demands of true
righteousness are so great and so many that none of us ever in this world achieves it perfectly. It involves following the
whole counsel of God. (Blog R.C. Sproul August 14, 2017)
My prayer is that each of us seeks to live a righteous life, to be living examples of God's love and grace and to extend a
hand of welcome to each of our new members.
May God Bless You today and always,
Karen Murray, DCE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
VBS registrations are due soon! Go to www.meetwithGod.com to register. Dates are August 20-24th, 9am - noon.
(Volunteers Needed)
Summer Sunday School begins July 8th at 9:30 for children ages 5-2nd grade. We will meet in Room E-104. Volunteer
Teachers & Helpers are needed. Please email Karen Murray at education@meetwithGod.com to volunteer.
Prayer & Pilates will continue on Mondays & Wednesdays at 5:30 in the Heritage Room. Just show up & join in. ALL
Adults welcome.
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Summertime - it is almost here!!!
So many
opportunities to catch our breath, enjoy some warmer
weather, embrace changes in our lives. There are
changes in our church family too, and as we grow in our
faith and in our church family relationships, we can
learn from each other.

you share your favorite things with, and someone who
never tattle-tales!” Brendan, who is eight, described
friendship in this way: “A friend is like an Oreo cookie it's not always that great, but it always gets better!”
Encouraging, to just keeping working on friendship as
the children do!

I love to watch children make new friends - they seem to
have unconditional love and friendship. Sometimes it's
all about jumping rope, playing in the sandbox, working
together on projects. We can learn the simple steps in
working together from children.

As we welcome our new pastor and his family, and
welcome new faces in our congregation, my prayer is
that we have open hearts with the people who God puts
in our paths as we begin our summer together.
God bless you all, and happy summer!
Kathy Appleton, Lay Leader

Our church family has been blessed in so many ways by
Pastor Richard and Joanna, as they have led our
congregation in ministry. I know that each of us will
continue to pray for them as they begin their welldeserved retirement. Their friendship with many of us, I
think, will continue. In just a few weeks, Pastor Tom
and his wife Lisa will be leading our congregation another opportunity given to us by God to grow in our
faith and friendships.

*******
MUSIC NOTES

Be Still, My Soul
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in every change God faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

As Douglas Pagels, author of 100 Things to Always
Remember, says, “A friend is one of the nicest things
you can have, and one of the best things you can be.”
Author of historical fiction including The Silver Shawl,
Elisabeth Foley said that “The most beautiful discovery
true friends make is that they can grow separately
without growing apart.”

I have found myself turning to this hymn lately. Besides
being my dad's favorite hymn, it is one in which I find
great comfort. In the book, Then Sings My Soul, Robert
Morgan writes that “hymns are the vitamins for the soul
and excellent antidotes against emotional disease or
distress. Hymns accompany us along life's road.”

Scripture has some wise words for us regarding
friendship. Luke 6:31 tells us: “And as you wish that
others would do to you, do so to them.” We can learn
from Colossians as well, Chapter 3:12-14: “Put on,
then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness and
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony.”

The bible tells us that while a harpist was playing, the
hand of the Lord came upon Elisha and he said, “This is
what the Lord says….” Elisha realized that hearing
God's praises sweetly sung, would cheer his spirits,
settle his mind, and put him into a right frame of mind
for both speaking to the Lord and listening to Him.
I am finding as I approach my retirement from a 35-year
teaching career that I need to “Be Still” and listen for
God's voice, that voice that will show me where I am
meant to be, where the next path in the road of life may
lead. Remind myself:
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future, as in ages past….

With the changes ahead in our congregation, I hope we
all can take some time to make a new friend, or several
new friends. We can learn and grow together, as we
work to follow the plan that God has for each of us. As
Mary, a seven-year old, described friendship: “A friend
is someone you love, someone you play with, someone

Donna Banes
Interim Music Team Coordinator
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Date: June 9, 2018
Time: 1:00-8:00

Location: FUMC
Cost: Completely free!

This event is a great opportunity to invite the community to join us
for a fun day of Christian music, food, fellowship and children's
games and activities. In order to bring this opportunity to our
community, we are offering this event to everyone free of charge.
We are asking our church family to consider helping make this
possible.
If you are interested in donating, please fill out the form on the
back and place it and your donation in the marked box on the
welcome center or mail it to the church.
Thank you in advance for partnering with us.
We hope to see you all there!

Community Music Festival Donation
Name:
Amount Enclosed:
Partner (More than $50)
Contributor ($26-$50)
Supporter ($11-$25)
Friend (Up to $10)
Please make checks out to:

First United Methodist Church
Memo: Music Festival
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June Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148

YOUTH GROUP - for all Jr. & Sr. High students. We meet every Sunday night 7-8:30pm in the youth rooms,
downstairs below Fellowship Hall. For more information, please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY - meets every Wednesday night from 6:30--8:00pm in the Sr. High room and is for all
Jr. & Sr. High School students. For questions please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.
VOLUNTEER YOUTH LEADERS - Do you like to spend time with teenagers? Do you find them interesting and
fun to hang out with? Have you ever considered volunteering in Youth Ministry? If you have answered yes
to any of these questions, you just may be who we need. I'm looking for leaders for both Sunday nights
and/or Wednesday night Bible Study. Please contact me for more information; Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148
or kclawges@gmail.com.

YOUTH WEEKEND
June 16-17
5:30pm - 12pm
Join us for Youth Weekend! The youth will be participating in all four Services.

AdventureServe Ministries - Music & Missions Trip
June 24 - June 30
9am - 12pm
LOCATION: Mount Union, PA
We're heading to Mt. Union, PA with AdventureServe Ministries for missions &
music! This mission trip is for Sr. High School and college age young adults. We
will be working in the community for the first part of the week, helping with
homeless, food bank, etc. Then we'll head to Creation Fest Northeast where we
will help as needed. If anyone is interested in going, we still have room. Please
contact Kathy Clawges, asap, kclawges@gmail.com or 856-912-1148. The total
cost is $360, which includes everything. Join us for a meaningful, spiritually led
mission.
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Summer Fun: Rediscover the Lost Arts of Family Rest and Relaxation
Jim Burns
President of HomeWord and Executive Director of
the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Pacific University
Most experts on the family will tell you that, “The family that prays together stays together.” But I'd
like to suggest a corollary to that principle, “The family that plays together stays together.”
Summer is the perfect season for families to rediscover the lost arts of family rest and relaxation -and it's also the perfect time for families to work on spending plenty of time playing together.
Here are four key reasons why parents should invest in family playtime this summer:
1. Play Builds Family Memories. At your next summer fun family gathering, eavesdrop on the
conversations around you. Chances are the majority of the talk is about past family experiences.
2. Play Reduces Family Stress and Tension. Let's face it---we live in some pretty stressful times.
During summer, many of us are preoccupied with escape, finding peace, and going on vacation.
None of these factors are unhealthy in and of themselves. But when you add them together or
experience them for a prolonged period of time, be sure to put away your work and
responsibilities and take at least a week of “do-nothing-but-play” vacation time to find some
perspective.
3. Play Causes Good Communication. In the routine settings of everyday life, finding the “perfect
moment” to have “the big talk” with your kids can feel like an exercise in futility. But in lessstructured playful summer moments, you're bound to have more opportunities to talk about “big
issues” with your kids.
4. Play Produces Affirmation and Support. When our families play together, everyone gains a
deeper sense of belonging, support and community. Summertime offers parents many
opportunities to work at creating a strong sense of community within their family.
Families that rest, relax and play together this summer are likely to discover their time together
provides a tremendous source of bonding and fun while helping kids to build a future filled with
great memories. Don't let this summer pass by without investing in the serious business of family
rest, relaxation and play.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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SURVEY RESULTS FROM FUMC'S RECONCILING TEAM
Our congregation participated in a survey over the recent Palm and Easter Sundays to gauge opinions and beliefs on
several topics related to human sexuality. The Reconciling Team thanks all of those who participated and welcomes any
who are interested in joining our effort to make FUMC a Reconciling Congregation within the UMC. Contact Allan
Hanlon at allanhanlon@gmail.com with any questions or if you are interested.
We received 166 responses and the results are represented below. More detailed views of the results are available on the
RT webpage at https://meetwithGod.com/care-prayer-share/reconciling-team/.
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A LETTER FROM BISHOP SCHOL
Reprinted below is a letter emailed to the churches by Bishop John Schol, dated May 4th

The Lord doesn't see things the way you see them….but the Lord looks at the heart.

1 Samuel 16: 7

As Bishops of The United Methodist Church, we affirm that WE ARE OF ONE HEART in our desire to discern the mind and will of
Jesus Christ for our leadership and the church. In the Northeastern Jurisdiction and around the world, we experience great diversity
of thought and practice within The United Methodist Church. In partnership with Bishops from around the world, we will continue
to lead collectively and individually to value and provide room for our diversity as United Methodists.
The Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
In 2016, the General Conference asked the Bishops of the United Methodist Church to lead a process that would find a way
forward for the church concerning human sexuality and, in particular, the inclusion of gays and lesbians in the church. The United
Methodist Bishops just completed a week-long gathering in Chicago to review three plans developed by the Commission on the
Way Forward.
Our time was filled with worship, prayer, conversation and discernment about the way forward for the church. We finalized our
recommendation to the February 2019 Special General Conference Session.
The three proposals and their variations include:
1.

The Traditionalist Plan: Strengthen the existing language about homosexuality in the Book of Discipline and create swift and
strong punishment of anyone that does not follow the Book of Discipline.

The Council of Bishops is not recommending this model to the General Conference because it will create disruption, church trials
and pain for individuals and congregations that would distract us from our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
2. The Connectional Conference Plan: Create a Connectional Conference Model for the church which allows congregations to
decide to be a part of one of three “branches”/conferences in the United States - progressive, centrist or conservative.These
conferences could modify the Book of Discipline and align church practices to their theology and understanding. Present
annual conferences and even congregations could choose different “branches”/conferences.
The Council of Bishops is not recommending this model to the General Conference.A similar model was created in 1939 which
separated a majority of African Americans and the rest of the church into distinct conferences.It was finally disbanded in 1968 and
caused lasting pain to many in our denomination. It would not be helpful for us to be separate but equal, separating us by theology
and segregating gays and lesbians. It would also require years to implement, maybe as many as 10 years and that would detract
us from the mission of Jesus Christ and focus us on institutional matters.
3. The One Church Plan: Create a One Church Plan that allows:
• Congregations to decide their marriage policies.
• Pastors to determine who they will marry.
• Boards of Ordained Ministry and clergy executive sessions to determine fit and readiness for ministry.
The Council of Bishops is recommending this model to the General Conference because it preserves appropriate local decisionmaking and does not require congregations to think and act alike. It preserves our unity in the midst of differences, allows for
contextualization and provides the least disruption to the mission of Jesus Christ.

Continued on next page
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Bishop's letter, continued
This proposal represents the Bishops' best discernment around these critical and sensitive matters. This recommended plan
along with a report that includes the details of each proposal will be sent to the February 2019 Special General Conference for
their consideration. We also request that you intentionally and purposefully pray for our church as we enter into this season of
deliberation and discernment.
The full report and recommended One Church Plan will be released no later than July 8, 2018. There is further rewriting that
needs to occur and then all of the materials, approximately 75 pages, will be translated into the languages spoken at General
Conference.
I recognize there will be United Methodists that will not be in agreement with the proposed plan by the Bishops. Some will find
it hard to be in a church that allows discrimination against gays and lesbians. Others will not accept that parts of our
denomination will allow congregations, pastors and conferences to make their own decisions about marriage and leadership for
the church that may include gays and lesbians. I recognize the Bishops' recommendation will generate different feelings and
opinions. I humbly ask you to stay open to the movement of the Holy Spirit in the church and in your life. I hope that while we
may not all think alike, we will all love as Jesus loved.
Regardless of the outcome of the 2019 Special General Conference, I pledge to you to be your bishop, a bishop of the whole
church. The Special General Conference could adopt or modify one of the plans listed above or make no change at all. I cannot
not envision United Methodists in Greater New Jersey not gathering and serving together in one Annual Conference. We are
united in common purpose and we continue to be graceful in our disagreements.
If there is change, I will not make appointments or lead in a way that seeks to change your mind about homosexuality. Each of us
arrives at various beliefs based on our experiences, understandings and convictions. If General Conference does not make any
changes to our Book of Discipline, I will continue to lead in our mission and respect our clergy and laity serving contextually in
their ministry with their community.
Click here (*Editor's note - the web address for this is listed below) to read the press release from the Council of Bishops. When
the full report from the Council of Bishops is released, I invite and encourage you to review and reflect on the recommendations.

I call us to stay focused on our mission, to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to grow vital congregations to transform the world.
Let's not allow differences to deter us from serving Christ in and through our congregations. We have made great progress and
God has a future with hope for us.
Thank you for being United Methodist, for your commitment to Jesus Christ and for your service to the church and the world. In
the midst of the vast diversity found within our United Methodist Church, the Bishops continue to work for the unity of the
church and long for each of us to BE OF ONE HEART in our desire to discern the mind and will of Jesus Christ for the mission of
our church.
Keep the faith!
John
John Schol, Bishop
The United Methodist Church
of Greater New Jersey
*Here is the web address to read the press release - http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-bishopsrecommend-a-way-forward
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