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SEPTEMBER 2018

EXCITING THINGS ARE COMING
to the Education, Music & Youth
Ministries this Fall!!

Adults, Are you interested in a
Bible Based Study? If so, come to
the Resource Room (F102) at 9:30
a.m. Sunday mornings and join
with others seeking community and
fellowship while studying the
Bible. (Specific Bible book will be decided
based on interest.)

This year we are teaming up to bring some exciting
changes for the Children and Youth of FUMC.
Mrs. Murray (education@meetwithGod.com),
Kathy Clawges (kclawges@gmail.com) and
Miss Donna (donna@meetwithGod.com)
are working together to combine
all three aspects of our ministries!!
SUNDAY NIGHTS beginning Sept. 16th
MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship)
6th-12th Grades
5:30-6:00 PM
6:00-7:00 PM
7:00-8:00 PM

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sept. 3rd
Sept. 5th
Sept. 6th
Sept. 9th
Sept. 9th
Sept. 9th
Sept. 10th
Sept. 11th
Sept. 13th
Sept. 13th
Sept. 14th
Sept. 15th
Sept. 15th
Sept. 15th
Sept.16-23
Sept. 16th
Sept. 16th
Sept. 19th
Sept. 23rd
Sept. 23rd
Sept. 25th
Sept. 25th
Sept. 26th
Sept. 28-30
Sept. 29-30

MYF Choir Practice
MYF Worship & Small Groups
Fellowship Time

***
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS beginning Sept. 13th
MCF (Methodist Children's Fellowship)
Ages 5-5th Grade
5:00-5:30 PM
5:30-6:00 PM
6:00-6:30 PM

Dinner
Choir & Worship Time
Fellowship Time
***

SUNDAY MORNINGS beginning Sept. 9th
For Children & Youth
Children's Choir & Worship Times
(Note the changes in Choir Group Ages)
Age 3 - 1st Grade (In the Chapel with Miss Joyce)
2nd-5th Grades (In the Choir Room with Miss Donna)
This will also include music for the children to share in
our 9:30 & 11:00 Worship services
See pg. 3 for Sunday School information!
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Labor Day - church office closed
Sing-Along at Avista - 10:30am
Adult Choir resumes - 7:00-8:30pm
Fall Sunday school sessions begins
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Jr./Sr. High MYF tailgate BBQ - 5:30pm
Adult/Youth Handbells resumes - 7:00pm
Adult Bible Study resumes - 2:00pm
First Place 4 Health resumes - 9:00am
MCF & choir begins - 5:00-6:30pm
My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Adult Fellowship - Noon
Host IHN
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
MYF (6th-12th grades) begins - 6:00pm
Youth Bible Study begins - 6:00-8:00pm
Parents DIGG - 10:45am-12:45pm
LYRA concert - 3:00pm
Meet & Greet at Zollers' - 6:45pm
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm
Meet & Greet at A. Davidson's - 6:45pm
Youth in Wildwood for Ignite
Christian Education weekend -all services
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FROM
PASTOR TOM

“Sacred and Profane”
I read a great story about a Roman Catholic missionary
who once tried to explain the meaning of the sacraments
to the tribal leaders of the Masai people in Kenya. He
told them that a sacrament is a tangible experience of
the sacred in which you can sense the presence of God
in your midst, and that they could only be administered
by a priest. He also told them that there were seven of
these sacraments that believers are invited to participate
in. When the leaders heard this, it bothered them so
much that they felt they had to challenge the missionary
on his explanation. As one of them said, “We would
have thought, Father, that there would have been at least
seven thousand such moments, not just seven.”

places, at certain times, using certain rituals. Not so.
God can be found in all situations in life - even the most
challenging to our senses - and God can bring
something good out of them (Romans 8:28). What we
are called to do is to find blessing, and truth, and
goodness in all things - and then claim them as coming
from the God of love who was made manifest to us in
the person of Jesus Christ. It's as Paul said at the
Areopagus in Acts 17:24: “The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals
life and breath and all things.”

Unfortunately, many expressions of religious belief tend
to divide life into two realms - the sacred and the
profane. This has been the case since the days of our
ancestors who were meticulous in creating spaces,
times, and actions that were to be segmented off from
what is considered to be “ordinary” in life. From
scripture, we know this to be true especially from the
Pharisees who Jesus accused of heaping “heavy,
burdensome, loads” upon the people they were
supposed to be serving - and then not even “lifting a
finger” to help them get closer to the kingdom of God
(Matthew 23:4).

Grace and Peace!
Pastor Tom

*******
Baptisms:
Noah Joseph Mastroianni
on August 5, 2018; son of
Patrick Mastroianni & Kristine Bates

While marking segments of life as “sacred” can be
helpful in focusing our attention on God, too much
reliance on sacred versus profane, when taken to the
extreme, can leave us thinking that most of life is free
from God's presence and is, therefore, not “sacred.”
Jesus, I believe, rejected this strict divide between
sacred and profane, and instead saw a unity in all life as
being under the care and concern of God. A more
seasoned faith seeks to clear away these distinctions and
sees all the world as being sacred in that it bears the
imprint of the Creator. Of course, sin distorts that
imprint, just as it distorts the image of God within us however, that doesn't mean that God can't be found in
the ordinary things of life as well.

Deaths:
Sarah Buchanan
on August 8, 2018
*******

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.

As Christians, we sometimes make the mistake of
thinking that we can only connect with God in certain
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
Welcome to September! This is often the time of year when people's stress levels begin to increase. As folks look at their
schedules, especially if they have children in school the calendar fills up very quickly. If you're someone who has
continued with your “normal schedule” throughout the summer months, you might notice that the roads are filled with
school busses and parents carting their families to and fro so it may take you just a bit longer to get where you're going.
All of this is good, well not the stress levels going up but the return to “regular” schedules. The time when “SummerFun” seems to come to an end and when people often say, “It's time to go back to church.” What a joy to know that the
“church” will still be here… because it will! For those of you who took some time away from this church I pray you were
blessed by whatever church you attended and we are glad you're back.
The above passage comes from the book of Acts and is a mandate to the disciples that with the promise and direction of
the Holy Spirit they will be equipped to go and spread the Good News of Jesus' Resurrection and His life-saving Way and
to that I say “AMEN!”
The best way to be equipped, as I see it, is to continue to believe whole-heartedly in the power of the Holy Spirit and to
continue to study the Word of God. This church has many opportunities for people to increase their biblical knowledge
while growing spiritually in order to be equipped to spread the “Good News” wherever they go, no matter the season.
My hope is that this year you will make a commitment to join a Bible Study, a Sunday School Class or a Small Group to
grow in your faith and to share it with the world around you.
~Peace,
Karen Murray, DCE
Sunday School for All ages begins on September 9th
Nursery Care available in Room E-101 during all Worship Services
9:30: 2 year olds - Room E-102; 3 & 4 year olds - Room E-104
K's & 1st Grade - Room E-202; 2nd & 3rd Grades - Room F-104; 4th & 5th Grades - Community Room;
Jr. High (6th, 7th & 8th) - Room F-05; No Sr. High Sunday School - please attend Worship
Adult Class - “Making Sense of the Bible” - Heritage Room
11:00: Kindergarten - 4th grade - Room F-105 (Staff is still needed - Curriculum provided)
Adult Bible Study - the “Gospel of John” - Heritage Room; Adult Sermon Discussion Group - Room E-203
(A few volunteers are still needed to assist with Sunday School at both hours.)
Thursday Afternoon MCF (Ages 5-5th Grade) (Methodist Children's Fellowship) - Begins Sept. 13th
5:00-5:30 PM - Dinner;
5:30-6:00 PM - Choir & Worship Time;
6:00-6:30 PM - Fellowship Time
First Place 4 Health - Begins September 13th at 9:00 am in the Heritage Room
Prayer & Pilates - will resume on Wednesday, September 5th & Monday September 10th at 5:30 pm.
SEE The Bulletin Insert for the Start of Bible Studies and other learning opportunities.
If you would like to volunteer in the Christian Education Department,
please contact me at 856-222-1120 or via e-mail at education@meetwithGod.com.
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COME HEAR THE MUSIC OF RUSSIA LYRA in Concert
September 23rd, 3:00 PM
in the Sanctuary

MUSIC NOTES

You may have heard exciting things are coming to the
Education, Music & Youth Ministries this Fall!! Karen,
Kathy and I are teaming up to combine all aspects of our
ministries. I'm excited about the plans we have and
working together to share our love of the Lord in
different ways.

Chants of Russian Orthodox Church
and folk songs from Russia.
LYRA, an a cappella group of six professional vocalists
from St. Petersburg, Russia, will present a concert of
Russian choral music. The first part of the concert sacred music of Russian Orthodox church, includes
ancient songs to works of famous masters and littleknown but remarkable Russian composers of 18 - 20
centuries. The second part of their program is made up
of Russian folk songs: comic, lyric, dancing, love songs.
The duration of the concert is 60 - 70 minutes.

As always, a hymn popped into my head after we had
met, Wonderful Words of Life!
Sing them over again to me,
wonderful words of life;
let me more of their beauty see,
wonderful words of life;
words of life and beauty,
teach me faith and duty:
Refrain:
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life;
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.
The hymn was written by Phillip Bliss. In 1864 he went
to Chicago in the employ of Dr. George F. Root, the
musician, where he was engaged in conducting musical
Institutes, and in composing Sunday School melodies.
Originally a Methodist, he became, about 1871, a
choirman of the First Congregational Church, Chicago,
and the Superintendent of its Sunday Schools. In 1874
he joined D. W. Whittle in evangelical work.

This is a unique opportunity to share the enormous
Russian musical heritage. Come and enjoy the sounds of
Russia as interpreted by real Russians. All the singers
are professionals singing in different professional choirs
and opera houses of St. Petersburg.
For information contact Donna Banes, 856-222-9369

Why this particular hymn? I love the words and it is
exactly what we will be sharing with the children and
youth on Sundays and Thursdays. Words of life and
beauty, words of faith and duty!! What a great
opportunity to share through music, education and youth
groups!! While change can be interesting to weather, it
is often a great thing and one where new opportunities
may present themselves!!! Join us for singing, worship
and fellowship, we can't wait to get started!!

A reception will follow in the Susan D. Rodgers Music
Ministry Foyer.

Donna Banes
Interim Music Ministries Team Coordinator
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FROM THE
MISSIONS COMMISSION
It should be no surprise that the United States is the most overworked developed country in the world as many
Americans continue to work longer hours. Unfortunately, a recent survey by the Pew Research Center indicated that
about 50% of American workers are dissatisfied with their job because they are either overworked, unhappy with their
boss and / or feel they have a dead-end job with no potential for growth. Even though working many hours can lead to
stress and prevent one from leading a balanced life with family and friends, nothing can compare to the stress of those
individuals who are unemployed or under employed and need to provide for their family. Whether employed or not,
through good times or bad times, all of us need to be thankful and faithful to God while remembering that He supplies
and knows all of our needs before we ask Him (Matthew 6:8). When we respond to hardship with thanksgiving while
believing that the Lord can lead us out of the most difficult situations; God is pleased.
Unlike the United States which is one of the richest country in the world, Honduras is one of the poorest countries where
60% of the population live below the poverty line. As a result, many Hondurans want to go to the U.S. and live the
American Dream because they have no way to adequately provide for their families and feel they have no other option.
Sadly, gang control, drug trafficking and violence is the way of life in Honduras. Sometimes Hondurans feel forced to
sell drugs or face being killed by the drug lords (another reason why Hondurans may want to come to our country). Not
surprisingly drugs are primarily responsible for the high number of orphans estimated to be 150,000 children.
For the past 5 years Amanda & Bobby Peoples (who are the
daughter and son-in-law of Pastor Richard and Joanna
Nichols) have been missionaries at a children's home in La
Ceiba, Honduras. Their ministry is called Casa Feliz (or happy
house). Casa Feliz is a safe and supportive home for children
who are orphans or victims of abuse, abandonment or have
other family issues. Their responsibilities consist of teaching
classes in math, science, computers, arts and crafts, etc. to
these elementary age children. But if you ask them what their
ministry is really about, they will say it is sharing the good
news while showing the love of Christ through mentoring and
teaching the children. They will also tell you that these
children come from difficult pasts with painful histories who
long for acceptance, belonging and love. In spending time
together, Amanda & Bobby show these children that they are loved and treasured by their heavenly father who wants to
rescue them from living in darkness and bring them into His family as sons and daughters in Christ. A scripture verse
that summarizes their vision and passion for their youth ministry is found in Colossians 1:13-14 which states: “For he
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
If you were able to spend a day with Amanda & Bobby at the home
they teach at, you would quickly notice the smiles of joy and the love
the children have toward them. Their excitement and happiness to
spend time together with Amanda & Bobby (and vice-a-versa) is the
same every time they meet with them. On this typical afternoon the
children exchange hugs with Amanda & Bobby as if they haven't seen
each other in weeks, even though they spent the morning together. On
this day the children can hardly wait to begin their science lesson
related to planting seeds in pots. As the children race to get in line, two
boys begin fighting over who is first in line. The science lesson is then
Continued on next page
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Missions, continued
interrupted as Amanda & Bobby teach a lesson about
loving others, controlling anger and offering
forgiveness. Tears are dried, hugs are given, and the
lesson continues. Amanda & Bobby have found that
sometimes in these unexpected teachable moments they
can show the love of Christ the best.

ALL ADULTS ARE INVITED
To Be a Part of FUMC's
“ADULT FELLOWSHIP”
We meet on the third Saturday
of each month

This month the Missions Committee recognizes Amanda
& Bobby Peoples who have faithfully ministered at Casa
Feliz for the past 5 years. Like all other missionaries we
are thankful for their time, their love, their passion and
faithfulness they have in furthering God's kingdom.
Please pray for Amanda & Bobby and for the children
they faithfully love and attend to at Casa Feliz. Pray that
the seeds they have planted will one day reap a bountiful
harvest where these children grow up and become
empowered leaders sharing the love of Christ in a
hurting world. Amanda & Bobby would love to hear
from
you
and
can
be
contacted
at
Bobbyandamandapeoples@gmail.com.

Fellowship

12:00 noon

Devotions

12:25 pm

Covered Dish Meal

12:30 pm

Fun, musical, and/or
Educational programs

1:45 pm

Come and join a welcoming, friendly
group of adults.
Enjoy a delicious meal
with great desserts and programs.
Mark your calendar to join us
for our first meeting Saturday, September 15, at 12 noon
in Fellowship Hall.

Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member
*******

2018-19 SCHEDULE OF
ADULT FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS

NOT ON OUR EMAILED
“MESSENGER” LIST YET?

September 15, 12pm

Joel Bewley
Public Information Officer
Burlington County Prosecutor's Office

Did you know that the church newsletter is available
electronically? If you still receive a mailed paper copy
of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us
“go green” and save some money, too, let us know that
you would like to be added to our email list! You will
receive an email from the church each month with a link
to the page on the church website where you can get the
current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar
pages. Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call
the church office at 856-235-0450.

October 20, 12pm

November 17, 12pm

Jeff Carson
Professional Magician
Millie Moore/Frampton

December 1, 12-4pm
Christmas Lunch
“The Joey Vincent Christmas Show”

*******

January 19, 12pm

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
May 18, 5:30pm

If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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“Unforgettable”
The Duet You'll Never Forget
Musical - Aida
Broadway Theatre, Pitman
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August Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -- MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship)
Beginning September 16, 2018
Jr. High - 6th -- 8th Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm. We will meet in the Heritage Room at 6pm for
Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Jr. High Room (downstairs below Fellowship Hall) for MYF
programming & dismiss at 8pm.
Sr. High - 9th -- 12 Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm with “hang time” from 8-8:30pm. We will meet in
the Heritage Room at 6pm for Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Sr. High Room (downstairs below
Fellowship Hall) for MYF programming. We'll dismiss at 8:00pm. “Hang time” is optional until 8:30pm and gives Sr. High
time just to “hang out” and fellowship together.
SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR OPPORTUNITY - 4 WEEK SERIES - WE NEED YOU! We're looking for facilitators for Jr. & Sr.
High. All materials will be provided. There will be three groups; Jr. High 6th-8th grades; Sr. High 9th & 10th grades; 11th
& 12th grades. The small groups will meet on Sunday nights from 6-7:00pm, beginning September 16th in the youth
rooms. Our youth long to discuss the Bible and how it relates to their daily lives as teenagers in this broken world we
live. Please consider walking along side them in their faith journey. It really does “take a village”. If you are interested in
committing to a 4-week series small group with our youth, please contact me for more information, (you do not have to
have children in youth group to participate) - Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com. Thank you for your
consideration!
BIBLE STUDY BEGINS: Wednesday Night, September 19th - 6-8pm in the Sr. High room. All Jr. & Sr. High, 6th-12th
grades are invited to “Music Wednesdays”
What are you listening to through those earbuds? Bring your Favorite songs -- we will do a study on them -- how do they
relate to the Bible? We'll continue on Wednesday nights through the school year. For questions, please contact Kathy
Clawges, 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.
If you would like to help facilitate Bible study for Jr. High, please contact me -- all material will be provided.

MYF TAILGATE BBQ
September 9, 5:30pm - 7pm
LOCATION: FUMC Parking Lot
All students grades 6th -- 12th are invited to a “Tailgate - Cheesesteak BBQ”. Our very own
Youth Leader, Tom, will be firing up the grill & making cheesesteaks, with or without! PARENTS
are welcome to join as well. Come out and see what's going on in Youth Ministry this coming
school year. We are very excited for some awesome changes!! Bring a friend!! For information
contact Kathy Clawges, 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.
Continued on next page
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Youth News. continued
IGNITE: WORLD CHANGERS
September 28 - September 30, 5pm - 12pm
LOCATION: Wildwood Convention Center, Wildwood, NJ
You are the Light of the World Matthew 5:14
WHAT IS A WORLD CHANGER? A World Changer has an impact on the world around them.
Following Jesus changes the world for us - and others. At IGNITE 2018 students from grades 612 from around the region gather in Wildwood, NJ, to claim their Divine Spark within and be
released to go and change the world.
When we claim the Divine Spark and place our identity in Christ, the world changes for us.
We will live differently, and that will change the world. Shining God's light and love around us
means that we live differently, sparking peace, hope and justice for our communities and the
world. We want to release our students to live into God's call on their lives to change the
world.
All Student 6th-12th Grade are invited to attend this retreat. The total Cost is $140 per
person. A $50 deposit is needed. This will guarantee your spot. We will be staying at the
Waikiki Ocean Front Inn in Wildwood NJ and all meals are included. The event takes place at
the Wildwood Convention Center. For more information, check out the website at:
http://www.ignitenj.org/about/. Contact Kathy Clawges at kclawges@gmail.com or 856-9121148 to reserve your spot.

***

Help Your Kids “Own” Their Faith
HomeWord.com
As kids hit adolescence, one of the key issues for developing a genuine faith (or in other words, “owning” their faith) is the extent
to which they are able to think critically about it. The teenage brain is developing, and adolescence is the typical time when kids
who have grown up in church begin to process what they believe, wrestling with tough questions, nagging doubts, and more
complex issues of faith.
Rather than repressing doubts and questions, wise parents will embrace and foster this season in a teen's life, creating an
atmosphere where critical thinking is encouraged along with providing heavy doses of acceptance and coaching. Parents can
express acceptance by sending their adolescent the message that genuine doubting and questioning is a normal, positive aspect
of the spiritual growth process. And parents can coach their kids by coming alongside to walk with them as they work through
their doubts and questions.
Encouraging and facilitating teenagers to think critically about faith issues may produce a measure of fear and trembling in
parents as it means loosening the reigns of control and protection. It means embracing the possibility that their child's faith may
not turn out to be a carbon copy of their own. Kids may end up holding different beliefs on issues of faith. They may even move
away from the community of faith they have grown up in because they've been allowed to think critically.
But consider the alternative: a disinterested church kid who may intellectually know facts about the Christian faith, but who is
unable to authentically connect faith and life. Some of these young adults walk away from church as soon as they are able.
Knowledge about the facts of Christianity alone will not make for a personal, vital, and real faith that equips kids to live out their
faith in the real world. Rather, when parents who encourage their kids to think critically; to wrestle with the complex issues of
Christianity and provide them with a supportive, encouraging, and safe environment to do so -- will ultimately help them to
develop a genuine and enduring “owned” faith that will serve them well throughout their adult years.
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