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STEWARDSHIP WEEKEND
November 17th & 18th
“Where Your Heart Is”
By the time you read this, our annual fall stewardship
campaign will have already begun, with members of our
church family speaking to you about why their hearts are
here at FUMC, and specifically how our ministries have
touched their hearts and lives.

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
Part of a District Super Saturday
Church Conference Day
November 17th
On Saturday, November 17, ALL churches on the
Capital District will engage in individual church
conferences in a shared location, at the Calvary UMC in
East Brunswick. Church Conferences, sometimes called
Charge Conferences are annual meetings with church
leaders and their District Superintendent or an elder to
review the business and mission of the local church.
Each conference will review the previous year of
ministry, complete essential church business and affirm
goals for the coming year.

Keep an eye on your “snail mail” for a letter from Pastor
Tom, with your Estimate of Giving card enclosed. And
as we approach Stewardship Weekend, please give
prayerful consideration to your 2019 support of our
church's ministry and mission. We look forward to
receiving your cards at any worship service on Nov.
17th or 18th. Cards may also be mailed to the church
office or dropped off any time the office is open.

In Greater New Jersey, we foster collaboration by
holding conferences in regional groups to push us
beyond our own boundaries to make disciples for Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” Matthew 6:21 (NRSV)
*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov. 3rd
Reconciling information session-4:00pm
Nov. 4th
Daylight Saving time ends
Nov. 6th
Election Day
Nov. 9th
My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
Nov. 10th
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Nov. 11th
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Nov. 16-17
Sr. High Lock-In - 6:00pm Fri.-Noon Sat.
Nov. 17th
Eyes of Our Hearts - 7:00am
Nov. 17th
Church Conference, E. Brunswick-10am
Nov. 17th
Adult Fellowship - Noon
Nov.17-18
Stewardship Weekend - all services
Nov. 18th
Men's Breakfast - 7:30am
Nov. 18th
Parents DIGG - 10:45am
Nov. 18-25
Host IHN
Nov. 22nd
Thanksgiving - church office closed
Nov. 23rd
Church office closed
Nov. 27th
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm

Everyone is invited to attend Church Conference, but
only church members may vote. The address is Calvary
Korean United Methodist Church, 572 Ryders Lane,
East Brunswick, NJ 08816.
FUMC's Church
Conference will be part of the morning session:
10:00-11:45am
12:00-12:45pm

Worship & Plenary Session
with Olu Brown
Church Conference

If you have any questions, please contact the church
office, 856-235-0450 or church@meetwithGod.com.
*******
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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F RO M
PASTOR TOM

“Blessed with a Purpose”
You see, we have a choice. We can either use what
we've been given in a way that's in line with what Jesus
has taught us, or we can use what we've been given for
our own purposes. Actually, all of life is that way. Life
is a choice between following in the way of Jesus or
following in some other way.

When most of us think of November, we think of the
holiday season that can't possibly be coming so soon.
And yet, like objects visible in your side view mirror,
Thanksgiving and Christmas “are closer than they
appear.” It's almost as if the culmination of the year
comes with these two holidays engaging us in a game of
chronological tag as they bellow out, “Ready or not,
here we come.”

I believe that we've been blessed with a purpose. Our
blessings that we give thanks for are not ends in and of
themselves. They are means through which we, in turn,
can bless others. That's the key, I believe, to a holiday
like Thanksgiving. When we realize in our hearts and
then act upon the fact that God chooses us as an
instrument of blessing in the lives of others, that's when
our gratitude becomes real. It's like what Paul says in
Ephesians 2:8-10. To paraphrase, the whole reason for
our being “saved” through “faith” is so that “in Christ,”
we can do the “good works” which God gives us to do.

Let's leave Christmas for next month and start with
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is about… giving thanks,
or at least that's what we say. It's also about gathering
with family, eating the traditional turkey, and, at least
for some of us, watching a football game or two. But
what is it that we're really doing on Thanksgiving?
What is it that we're giving thanks for? And to whom
are we giving thanks? And are we really just going
through the motions of saying “thank you,” or do we
genuinely feel gratitude somewhere deep within us for
all that is ours?

Blessed with a purpose. You won't find a better reason
to give thanks to God.

I wonder how many Americans will gather with loved
ones on November 22 and really give serious thought to
at least some of these questions. Do we understand how
blessed we are as a people - that we have food on the
table, a roof over our heads, clean water to drink, a
means of transportation? Do we understand that these
things make us better off than a vast majority of the
world's population?

Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
Pastor Tom
*******
CALLING ALL SINGERS!
If you enjoy singing songs of the Christmas season and
would like to join the Adult Choir on December 16th at
11:00am for a service of Lessons and Carols we will
begin rehearsing a variety of hymns and anthems. Join
us on Thursday nights at 7pm starting October 25th.
Hope to see you!!

Do we even know why we're blessed? Is it the luck of
the draw that some seem to have so much, while others
are barely getting by? Does it seem like God is at work
blessing some and not blessing others? Or is there
something else at work here? Do we even think for a
moment that there must be some reason why we have so
much?

Donna Banes
856-222-9369 or donna@meetwithGod.com
*******

Hard questions, I know. It's not easy to reflect on our
relative affluence, especially when we're trying to find
an appropriate way to give thanks to God without
feeling ashamed or embarrassed. And yet, it would be
counterproductive to feel that way. The fact of the
matter is that we have a lot to be thankful for - and that's
okay. The real question becomes what happens after our
thankfulness.

Daylight Saving Time ends
Sunday, Nov. 4th!
Don't forget to set your clocks
back 1 hour before you go to
bed on Saturday, Nov. 3rd.
Page 2

The Messenger
FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
“8

1 Chronicles 16:8-9 (NLT)
Give thanks to theLord and proclaim his greatness. Let the whole world know what he has done.9
Sing to him; yes, sing his praises.Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds”.

The other night at our King's Road Revival (KRR the Worship Team) rehearsal I had a conversation with one of the
other singers about some of the hardships that several of our brothers and sisters in Christ are facing. Before each
rehearsal we have prayer time and folks often share personal situations that they and perhaps a family member may be
facing. As my friend and I were discussing some of the ways, besides praying, how we might be able to extend a
helping hand to assist one of our friends, we began discussing how each of us has a life story to tell.
Some parts of our “life story” may include times of darkness and certainly we hoped that there were times of joy and
restoration in every one's story. The day after our conversation a Facebook post showed up on my news feed that read
“Now, every time I witness a strong person, I want to know: What dark did you conquer in your story? Mountains do not
rise without earthquakes.” - Katherine MacKenett.
If you are going through a “dark” time or season in your life presently that resembles an earthquake, continue to push
through and trust that God is walking along side of you so when you look back you will be able to see that mountain you
climbed and then enjoy the summit. Trust that you have a community of faith that longs to walk this journey with you
and trust and when the darkness fades you too will be a conqueror.
In the meantime, “Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim his greatness.”, in spite of the storm. Claim his blessings and
share your story. Trust me, we all have them.
Praying that the light of Christ will guide your steps this day and everyday.
Happy Thanksgiving,
Karen Murray, DCE
“You are loved and YOU matter!”
Just a Few Reminders…
Our Thursday Youth Program is for children ages 5-5th grade. All are welcome! The program includes dinner, choir &
fellowship!
The Sunday School Classes have plenty of room. Feel free to join one! Classes meet at 9:30 & 11:00.
CHURCH FAMILY Covered Dish Dinner & CHRISTMAS CAROLING - December 2nd at 4pm. More Details to
Follow!
*********
Deaths:
Baptisms:

Jane Emely-Roach
on October 9, 2018

Mary Cereste-Morale
on October 14, 2018; daughter of
Michelle Morale & Heather Cereste

Barbara Lobe
on October 9, 2018
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MUSIC NOTES

The first Sunday in November, on the Christian calendar, is All Saints Sunday. It is a time when we reflect on those we
have lost in the past year and those who we have lost through out our life time. This year on November 4th at 11:00AM
the Adult Choir will share an anthem that was written for all who grieve and in memory of the Children and Adults of
Sandy Hook Elementary School, Newtown, Connecticut, December 14, 2012. I would like to share the foreword written
by the composer Lloyd Larson. I found his words to be poignant and an inspiration. They are as follows:
“I was working on Susan Boersma's new lyric, Dwell in the Light Forevermore, on Friday, December 14, 2012, when a
lone gunman burst into Sandy Hook Elementary School inexplicably taking the lives of twenty young children and six
adult staff within a matter of minutes. As news of the tragedy spread, I, like so many, was devastated by the senseless
loss of life. I found Susan's words to be a source of solace and hope that day:”
“Through the valley of shadows, lost in the dark of night,
our God goes before us to lead us to the light.
There will be no more night!
No need for lamp or ray of sun, the Lamb will be the light.
There will be no more night!
No need to fast, to watch, to weep around the throne so bright.”
“Grief is a common journey we all share in life. Though none of us wish to take the trip, eventually we must all travel it.
Pain and disappointment come in many forms. Life is never scripted quite the way we would have chosen. But by faith
we know that God walks with us and goes before us shedding light in our valleys of shadows, longing to embrace us
when we reach the end of the journey- be it long or short- with joyous words ushering us into the eternal presence of
Christ's holy light:”
“Well done, well done, my good and faithful one!
Come dwell in the Light of Life forevermore!”
This, my FUMC friends and family, is the eternal hope to which we cling! May you find comfort in the words and
music of this anthem on November 4th.
Donna Banes
Co-Music Director
*********
HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE
FUMC will again be sponsoring a collection of gloves, mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy! As you do your shopping this coming Christmas season, just
pick up an extra item or two, and place your donations on the “Mitten Tree” found in the Sunday School lobby (by the
elevator). Or, let your children pick out an item they think a child their age would like, and hang it on the tree before
Sunday School! And if you like to knit or crochet, hand-made items make wonderful donations. The Mitten Tree will
be up beginning Nov. 24th, and donations will be collected until Dec. 10th. All items will be donated to Emergency
Services of Burlington County. Last year we collected 382 items! Please help us once again to help so many in this
season of giving - if each of us makes a small donation, together we can make a big difference.
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FROM THE MISSIONS COMMISSION
The bible teaches that no matter what our circumstances
God never leaves us. No matter how difficult our life
may be or how much pain and suffering we endure, God
is always faithful wanting us to lean on Him for comfort
and strength while we trust Him through our storms of
life. Even when we sin and take a wrong turn in our life,
our Lord is a loving faithful father always watching and
caring for his children, wanting us to ask for his help
while we repent for our wrong doings. Sometimes if we
do not change course in our lives, God intervenes with
his loving discipline. According to Hebrews 12:5-6 we
are not to make light of the Lord's discipline, and not to
lose heart when God rebukes us because the Lord
disciplines those he loves.

of theft of government funds which landed him in jail
for two years. After Bill's arrest and while waiting to be
sentenced, he accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior.
Brenda, a graduate of Messiah College, had accepted the
Lord as a young girl but never really had a personal
relationship with Him. Upon being released from federal
prison in 1999, Bill began attending a Christ based
fellowship called South Jersey Aftercare. From the
moment Bill began attending these meetings he became
the object of God's unconditional love which took root in
both his and Brenda's life.
Today Bill and Brenda lead the Seeds of Hope
Ministries which is showing God's grace, mercy and
unconditional love to the people of Camden. They will
tell you that before they accepted Christ, their lives were
a mess. But God chased them down until He was able to
hold them in His arms and change their hearts. From that
moment forward they accepted God's instructions to go
into ministry by being a testimony for the Lord in
Camden. Bill jokes about Brenda and him coming to the
ministry the hard way through an alternate/
unconventional path. Make no mistake they love every
minute of their ministry. But how they came into the
ministry illustrates the matchless power our God has in
changing people's lives so they can not only experience
the joy of the Lord but be a testimony for others.

One of the many biblical stories that illustrates God's
presence even when we take a wrong turn in our lives is
in the book of Jonah. Although Jonah was a prophet, he
like everyone else was tempted by the world to get off
that Godly path. All God asked was for Jonah to go to
Nineveh and preach to the people against their
wickedness. But Jonah decided not to follow God's
instructions. Was Jonah fearful God would not protect
him and that he would lose his life? Probably so as
Jonah decided to travel by boat in the opposite direction
of Nineveh. Ironically Jonah nearly lost his life if God
did not intervene after he was thrown overboard in a
ferocious storm.

Like Jonah, Seeds of Hope helps people in a city by
spreading God's word one person at a time while
showing unconditional love and preaching salvation to a
hurting world through actions and deeds. Seeds of Hope
is an umbrella ministry for 3 other ministries (explained
below). They are fully dependent on the many people
who volunteer their time and donate their money like the
people at FUMC.

It took God's loving hand and Jonah's willingness to
repent to get his life back on course. While inside the
belly of the large fish, Jonah prayed to God in his
distress, not only repenting and thanking Him for saving
his life, but he also vowed to make good in God's
instruction by preaching to the people of Nineveh. If it
wasn't for God disciplining Jonah, the Ninevites may
never have heard the message that Jonah later preached
and not turned from their evil ways.

South Jersey Aftercare: Mentors, disciples and helps
ex-offenders return to their communities while living life
by glorifying God. They provide Christ-centered
transitional housing to those needing a safe place to
reside during their transitional period.

Bill and Brenda Antinore were going through a
ferocious storm in their lives 24 years ago due to their
poor choices and self-inflicted wounds on themselves.
On the surface it seemed like they had it all. Bill was an
attorney while Brenda a health teacher. They lived
comfortably in an upscale house and were in good
financial shape. Unfortunately, they both became drug
users. As with all drug users they became addicted and
had to satisfy their desire by needing more money to pay
for the drugs. This eventually led to Bill being convicted

My Father's Hands: Is an outreach ministry that serves
the poor and homeless people of Camden by supporting
weekly community breakfasts and street outreaches.
They demonstrate the love of Jesus to people who the
world would prefer to ignore or don't think much of.
Continued on next page
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Missions, continued

ATTENTION
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR FAMILIES

She Has a Name (SHAN): Ministers and provides an
opportunity to develop relationships and trust with the
women in bondage to drugs and eventual prostitution.

My Abba's Hands would like to bless our High School
graduating seniors with a special quilt. If you are
interested in receiving a quilt, please pick up a form at
the Welcome Center table and return to the church
office before Nov. 9th. Questions? Contact Rae
Caputo, 609-417-4444.

This month we recognize Bill and Brenda Antinore for
their faithful service and how God intervenes in people's
lives so they can be a testimony for Christ. Bill mentions
that the Lord does not actually need us to accomplish his
purposes in Camden. Instead, he and Brenda “get” to
participate in God's work and while challenging at
times, is an absolute blessing and joy. Finally, Bill loves
seeing God at work in the lives of people (including
himself) because he and Brenda have a front row seat to
see Him rescue, redeem and restore lives. To learn more
about Seeds of Hope go to www.seedsofhopeministries
.org

*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

*********
2018 THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION
The Food Pantry is once again doing the Thanksgiving Food Collection. Collected food will be divided between two food
banks in Moorestown; St. Matthew Lutheran Church and Bethel AME Church. Food collected will only be for a
Thanksgiving dinner. A box should contain:
1 large box of stuffing
2 large jars of gravy
3 cans of vegetables
1 can of cranberries
1 bag of rice
2 large cans of fruit

1 large box of instant potatoes
OR 2 large cans of sweet potatoes
1 Jar Peanut Butter
1 Jar Jelly
1 Box of Pasta
1 Jar Pasta Sauce

There is also a need for foil baking pans and gift cards for turkeys or hams from Shop Rite or Acme. If you would rather
make a monetary donation, make checks payable to either St. Matthew Lutheran Church or Bethel AME Church, both in
Moorestown. Donations of cash can be left in our Church office or given to Marilyn Arbittier. The food boxes will be
collected in the Music foyer at First UMC through Nov. 11th. The Food Pantry wishes to thank everyone for their generosity
in providing a holiday meal for those less fortunate in our neighborhoods.
*****
*Please note: First UMC and St. Matthew CANNOT store fresh vegetables or turkeys, and Bethel AME has a limited amount
of space. If you have a turkey to donate, please call Bethel AME Church, 856-435-3152 to arrange a drop off time with them.
Any questions, call Marilyn Arbittier, 856-235-3701.
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AN UPDATE FROM
FIRST LIGHT EARLY LEARNING CENTER
manipulatives). Each class attends chapel once a week,
where through songs we share our love of Jesus Christ.
We have a beautiful and safe playground and except in
bad weather, we use it daily. This really improves gross
motor skills, again getting our little ones ready for
school and sports.

What a busy start to the school year we have had here at
First Light! Classrooms are decorated, closets are
stocked and teachers and children are excited to be here.
Parents have gotten into the routine of dropping off their
children and children are feeling comfortable saying
goodbye. Of course, we still have several who struggle
with the notion that mom or dad is leaving, but will
come back. We have many more who give a hug and
wave at the door, already looking in to see what is
planned for the day.

Over the years we've offered opportunities for outreach
and have been just thrilled with the response from our
First Light families. Some of our outreach projects
include providing food for the week IHN is housed at
FUMC, a Bike-A-Thon to benefit JDRF (in support of
one of our former students with diabetes), donating to
Cell Phones for Soldiers, Operation Gratitude (donating
candy, toiletries, snacks and cards to soldiers), a Winter
Coat Drive, donating to Salvation Army and
contributing to the MooreKids Christmas drive.

We started 13 years ago with less than 50 students and
we currently have 126 students. We started with one 2
1/2 Year old Class, two 3 Year Old Classes, and 2 Four
Year Old Classes, with 3 teachers, 3 assistants, one part
time office assistant and a director. We now have two 2
1/2 Year old Classes, four 3 Year Old Classes, and 3
Four Year Old Classes, and one Developmental
Kindergarten Class. We have 5 teachers, 7 assistants and
a director. We've increased our programming to include
Lunch Bunch and Enrichment Classes, always looking
to provide parents with more options in an effort to meet
the needs of more parents and students.

We've also been able to give back to FUMC over the
years. We have been able to pay back the initial startup
funds that were given to First Light. Over the last
several years we have made financial contributions that
have totaled over $240,000!! We also make a quarterly
financial donation. This past year the air conditioning
project for Fellowship Hall was finally completed, a big
project paid for by First Light. FUMC has converted
most of the lighting in our building to LED bulbs,
almost all paid for by First Light. We have had painting
done in the old Sunday School classrooms, as well as the
Heritage Room and hallways. We have updated
classroom furniture. We had the landscaping at the
entrance of the Education Building done, along with
fencing in the heating and cooling units outside the
doors of the Education Building. We continue to
maintain that area as well as the playground area.

I'm sure there are members of our congregation who
have walked down our halls and peeked into the
classroom windows and wondered what was actually
going on in our classrooms. Our students and teachers
look busy and our hallways are filled with the wonderful
noise of happy children, but how do these little ones
spend their time here at First Light?
Teachers are following an age appropriate curriculum
that will prepare our children for the high expectations
of kindergarten. The curriculum in each of our classes is
different and builds upon what children learned the
previous year. Naturally, as the children get older, the
academic part of preschool increases. We start our day
with circle time, though it looks different in each class!
The little ones are learning to sit on the rug and not
touch their neighbors, while the 4 and 5 year olds are
sitting in an actual circle. Circle time starts with prayer
and includes attendance, weather, calendar, story time
and the daily lesson. Children work at tables through
out the morning, set up with fine motor activities
(puzzles, painting, coloring, writing or using

As our First Light community continues to share the
love of Jesus Christ with our students and their families,
we hope you'll keep us in your prayers.
Grace and Peace,
Devika Gill, Director
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FROM THE RECONCILING TEAM POINTS TO PONDER
The message below is written by our former pastor, Rev. Steve Donat, for the Reconciling Team's
“Points to Ponder” on their page of the church website. We are reprinting it at the request of the
Reconciling Team, with permission from Pastor Steve and Pastor Tom.
The place of women in society and the church is another
huge example of our inconsistency. Thank God we
don't take many of those statements literally - I think of
the wonderful ministry of FUMC's Pastor HeyYoung
that we would have missed out on if we did. Not to
mention all the other strong, godly women who have
served well in our church and others over the years.

My Journey Continues...
For as long as I was in ministry, it seemed that the 'buzz'
at every Annual Conference was around whatever
petition was going to be brought forward that year
addressing some aspect of human sexuality. I would,
like many other delegates, be inundated with letters,
statements, lunch conversations, hallway caucuses, (and
later) emails designed to persuade me to to vote a certain
way to keep the tide of apostasy from reaching our
personal beaches.

On a related note, take a look at the number of women
who come to church with their heads covered - whoops,
I call a foul! Not literal! Need I go on? I haven't even
touched on the Old Testament statements which we have
determined to either interpret spiritually, or
metaphorically, or simply ignore. Capital punishment,
war, dietary guidelines, polygamy, even which day of
the week to worship (hint, it's not Sunday!) People have
written books on this which are worth reading.

My seminary training encouraged a very conservative
and rather literal interpretation of Scripture, which made
my chosen 'side' easy... at first. But as time went on, as I
continued my reading, study, conversations with godly
men and women, and much prayer, it began to dawn on
me that there was a huge unexamined gap in my
training: i.e., we never looked at why we assumed that
our method of 'reading' Scripture was correct. We used
the Bible to support our theology, and in moral issues,
we often pulled statements out of context and 'prooftexted'. End of argument. (“The Bible says it, I believe
it, that settles it!”)

But I'm simply trying to give you an understanding of
my personal journey here...
Those of you who sat in the pews during my 20 years at
FUMC heard MANY sermons either about or including
statements that referred to the examination of our
foundation - how many times did I preach about
“progressive revelation”, saying that God's word is a
Living 'thing', that God still speaks to us today, through
scripture, but also through prayer, meditation, history,
reason, and experience? How many people did I annoy,
sharing my newfound understandings of postmodernism,
saying it wasn't the enemy like people were saying, but
was a much needed course adjustment to help us
'modernists' realize that our own world view is a huge
factor in how we understand our faith today - and the
same was true for the Biblical writers! Friends, like most
of what I preached, I was sharing my journey, letting
you 'look over my shoulder' at things I was struggling
with.

But, I've never been content to live, and teach, based on
unexamined foundations. Further consideration led me
to realize how inconsistent my 'camp' and I were on our
so called literalism! “Well, divorce... we have a better
understanding today of how marriages can be broken.
So we interpret Jesus' clear statements differently.” (By
the way, I'm ok with that, just making a point!)
In the same way, what right minded person would think
that slavery in any form, one human being owning and
controlling another, was OK? Well, uh, Paul did, as did
implicitly pretty much every other Biblical writer. But
Paul said a number of things that needed time to be
worked out in the real world, and it's no co-incidence
that the Abolitionists - centuries later - were mostly
Christians. Yet we won't find a single specific antislavery statement in Scripture!

So, back to where I started at the top of this page...
As the years went by, I found myself hearing those
Annual Conference 'petitions' in a different way. I'm
especially grateful to my 20+ year prayer and
Continued on next page
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Points to Ponder, continued

been' (at least during my lifetime!), I certainly
understand the anxiety over where this current road
might lead us. I heard all the 'slippery slope' arguments
over the years, and to my embarrassment, probably
uttered a few of them myself. My vision of the church of
the future is another thing that has changed.

accountability partner, Tom Kulp in making this journey
with me. We walked many miles, and drank a lot of
Cubbyhole coffee while sharing our inner struggles with
reconciling what I now consider to be a misinformed
method of utilizing Scripture with our hearts, which
were being shaped by the Holy Spirit. I hope that was
true for me, I know it was true for Tom. Little did either
of us know what we were being prepared for!

Dianna and I have the privilege of regularly visiting the
Asbury First UMC in Rochester, NY, the church where
our son and his wife attend. This one church opened my
eyes to what the UMC of the future can be. It is a very
large and beautiful church, an intentionally inclusive
congregation
(read
their
statements
http://www.asburyfirst.org) that has, so to speak, put
these sexuality issues behind them, and moved on to an
incredible variety of ministries. They truly are a
presence for Christ in their community, including their
vibrant worship. I tried to tell one of the Pastors after my
first service there that this one church has renewed my
hope for our denomination, but through my blubbering
I'm not sure that he understood me. I'll try again later.

I remember that frequently, among those discussions,
how I would say to Tom, something like this, “I'm so
conflicted... my heart tells me one thing, and my mind
tells me another! I just wish that I could find a way to
reconcile the two without undermining Scripture as the
foundation of my life and ministry.”
How slow I was to hear the very things that I was
already preaching! One resource that I read that pulled
everything together for me (in other words, helped me to
see where I already was) is the book by Adam
Hamilton, “Making Sense of the Bible”. His
examination of what 'inspiration of the Scripture' really
means should be required reading for anyone who wants
to have an informed conversation regarding sexuality.

May all our journeys continue....
Pastor Steve
happily retired in the Adirondacks
See additional important information
from the Reconciling Team
on pages 10 & 11.

It was after working through this book, that my head
finally caught up with my heart. I'm very sorry that it
took so long, and for the people that were hurt by my
silence. But I appreciate the opportunity that Pastor Tom
extended to me to finish what I had started and make
this statement.
So, finally, let me be clear: I fully support and applaud
the work of the reconciling committee at FUMC
Moorestown, and I pray regularly for your success. This
church has always been a pioneer in new things and a
leader within the GNJAC. I'm proud that you are
continuing that legacy in following this leading of the
Spirit. Let me remind you: all significant change comes
with a price! I'm sad that some people have felt that this
is such a stumbling block that ministry, friends, and
history had to be left behind; but I understand that
examining the foundations of why we believe is a much
more difficult task that simply stating what we believe. I
pray for those who have left, that, like mine, their
journeys will continue with open hearts.

NOT ON OUR EMAILED
“MESSENGER” LIST YET?
Did you know that the church newsletter is available
electronically? If you still receive a mailed paper copy
of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us
“go green” and save some money too, let us know that
you would like to be added to our email list! You will
receive an email from the church each month with a link
to the page on the church website where you can get the
current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar
pages. Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call
the church office at 856-235-0450.

One more thing... having lived there for so long, and
having so much invested in the Church as it 'always has
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ABOUT THE
RECONCILING CONGREGATION
BALLOT
While our congregation is very welcoming, other
statements send a conflicting message. The UMC's
Book of Discipline states that the church “does not
condone the practice of homosexuality and
considers this practice incompatible with Christian
teaching.” As such, many LGBTQ+ people feel
that they are not welcome in the United Methodist
Church. The term “reconciling” suggests a larger
meaning, specifically that of healing and restoring
harmony in our relationship with God and one
another through Jesus Christ.
The First United Methodist Church of Moorestown
Reconciling Team was established to dialogue
about the inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender,
and
questioning
(LGBTQ+)
individuals in the life and ministries of FUMC. We
seek to become a Reconciling Congregation which
is fully inclusive and welcoming, not judging
persons based on sexual orientation or gender
identity. Over 700 UMC congregations have
become reconciling. Over the past year, the
Reconciling Team has hosted a range of activities
and published a lot of information in the bulletin,
the Messenger, and on the FUMC website.

Ballots MUST include your name to verify
membership. Completed ballots must be returned
by November 11th if placed in either of two bins
placed in the lobby or sent via email
(karenh@meetwithgod.com). If mailed, ballots
must be postmarked by November 7th, and sent to
FUMC c/o Karen Halligan, Membership Secretary,
446 E. Camden Avenue, Moorestown NJ 08057.
Ballots without a name or received past the date
specified will not be counted.
The final information session will be offered on
November 3 at 4pm in the Parlor. We welcome
anyone to offer comments or concerns about the
process and what it means for FUMC to be a
reconciling congregation.
In addition, detailed information is available on the
FUMC website: click on Care-Prayer-Share >
Reconciling Team, or go directly to the RT page:
https://meetwithgod.com/care-prayershare/reconciling-team. For other questions, please
contact Allan Hanlon: allanhanlon@gmail.com.
The Reconciling Team

Examples of how FUMC could be more inclusive
are: sponsoring education opportunities, hosting
healing services, and holding events relevant to
LGBTQ+ people, and participating in joint
ventures with other inclusive congregations.

A mail-in ballot is available on
the next page of this issue of
The Messenger

The pastors and the Church Council have given
their approval to have members vote on the issue.
In an effort to encourage the participation of as
many members as possible, a printed mail-in ballot
will be available via the Messenger, each service's
bulletin, and in the church office. It can also be
printed from the website (see below).
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November MYF News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -- MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship)
Jr. High - 6th -- 8th Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm. We will meet in the Sr. High Room at 6pm for
Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Jr. High Room (downstairs below Fellowship Hall) for MYF programming &
dismiss at 8pm.
Sr. High - 9th -- 12 Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm with “hang time” from 8-8:30pm. We will meet in the
Sr. High Room at 6pm for Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Sr. High Room (downstairs below Fellowship
Hall) for MYF programming. We'll dismiss at 8:00pm. “Hang time” is optional until 8:30pm and gives Sr. High time just to
“hang out” and fellowship together.
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Choir will meet on Sunday nights at 5:30pm in the Heritage Room
SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR OPPORTUNITY - 4 WEEK SERIES - WE NEED YOU! We're looking for facilitators for Jr. & Sr. High.
All materials will be provided. There will be three groups; Jr. High 6th-8th grades; Sr. High 9th & 10th grades; 11th & 12th
grades. The small groups will meet on Sunday nights from 6-7:00pm in the youth rooms. Our youth long to discuss the Bible
and how it relates to their daily lives as teenagers in this broken world. Please consider walking along side them in their faith
journey. It really does “take a village”. If you are interested in committing to a 4-week series small group with our youth,
please contact me for more information, (you do not have to have children in youth group to participate). Kathy Clawges 856912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com. Thank you for your consideration!
BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday Nights, 6-8pm in the Sr. High room. All Jr. & Sr. High, 6th-12th grades are invited to “Music
Wednesdays”
What are you listening to through those earbuds? Bring your Favorite songs -- we will do a study on them -- how do they
relate to the Bible? We'll continue on Wednesday nights through the school year. For questions, please contact Kathy
Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.
If you would like to help facilitate Bible study for Jr. High, please contact me -- all material will be provided.
SR. HIGH LOCK IN
November 16 - November 17, 6pm - 12pm
LOCATION: FUMC Moorestown
November 16th & 17th is our Sr. High Lock In. We will begin on Friday night at 6pm and end on Saturday at
noon. On Friday night we will be going to an escape room and on Saturday morning we will be going to
Camden to serve breakfast through Eyes of Our Hearts ministry.
All Sr. High, grades 9-12 are invited. RSVP is required by November 1st for both events.Thank you!
FRIENDSGIVING
November 25, 5pm - 7pm
LOCATION: FUMC Fellowship Hall
Please join us for our “Friendsgiving” on November 25th. We will enjoy fellowship & dinner together. All Jr.
& Sr. High youth are invited. Everyone will bring a covered dish (leftovers from Thanksgiving), to share.
Please invite friends! Also, we are looking for adult help to serve the youth and also enjoy dinner with us - if
you can help, please contact; Kathy Clawges at kclawges@gmail.com or 856-912-1148.
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Keeping Instagram Safe
Jonathan McKee -TheSource4Parents.com
Should I let my daughter have Instagram?
I'm asked that question at almost every one of my parenting workshops, and it's no wonder. Almost every
teen has the photo-sharing app. If your kid doesn't... their best friend does.
Instagram was the fastest growing smartphone app of 2013's top 10 Smartphone apps (Nielsen data),
growing 66% last year and ranking 7th overall for the number of users. Yes, Facebook is still number one
for Average Unique Users... but ask any teenagers which app they prefer.
Jump on a young person's Instagram and you'll quickly get an idea of who they hang out with, where they
spend time, what they enjoy, and sometimes even what they eat. Instagram provides a unique little
porthole into their world. A picture tells 1,000 words... right?
This brings up some interesting ramifications for parents. Do you know what your kids are posting on
Instagram? How do they look to friends... and to predators? Instagram can be a fun and innocent app, but
like all social media, it requires responsibility by the user. As Instagram's own faq page states:
“All photos are public by default which means they are visible to anyone using Instagram or on the
instagram.com website. If you choose to make your account private, then only people who follow you on
Instagram will be able to see your photos.”
Parents need to have conversations with their kids about social media responsibility. I've witnessed the
horror stories when parents don't. If your kids are one of the 31 million Instagram users, make time to talk
about basic common sense social media decisions like these:
- Only chat with people you know face to face.
- Don't post anything you wouldn't want Grandma to see.
- Never post a mean comment about someone.
- Consider setting up privacy settings so only followers can see your photos. Then they have to send you a
follow request which you can either approve or deny.
- Be careful posting your location. If you allow anyone to follow you, then they may be able to see the
location information when you post a picture of your home or your school. You can remove those
locations from your photos by editing your photo map.
- Always report any abusive behavior, the app makes it easy to do. Also, feel free to block a user if they
creep you out! (Just don't block Mom or Dad---they pay your phone bill!)
Many of these are common sense to today's social media users, but parents should never assume their
kids know this. If your kids ever download an app, spend some time on the app's website and read their
Privacy and Safety suggestions.
Instagram is a great photo-sharing app that can be used innocently... or dangerously. So parents should be
sure to engage in conversations with their kids before they start snapping pics.
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