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Christmas Events
6:00 PM
8:00 PM
10:30 PM
11:00 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Monday, December 24th

37th Annual
Community-Sing
HANDEL'S MESSIAH

Family Service
Christmas Praise with Carols and
Candle Lighting Service
Christmas Bells and Brass Ensemble
Traditional Christmas Eve Service
with Candle Lighting and Carols

Sunday, December 9th
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Come and experience this beloved Oratorio by
singing the choruses and solos with hundreds
of others who have come to cherish this yearly,
unique, audience participation event.
See pgs. 2 & 5 for more information

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICES
Saturday, December 15 at 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 16 at 8:30 AM,
9:30 AM, and 11:00 AM

21st ANNUAL
HOLIDAY
REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
A Celebration of Quiet Joy

You're invited to join the First UMC family for a unique
worship experience on the third Sunday of Advent - “A
Service of Lessons and Carols.” Come and sing your
favorite Advent and Christmas carols as we reflect on
inspirational readings from scripture that take us through
the journey leading to Christ's birth. You won't want to
miss it!
If you're interested in reading scripture at any of the
services that weekend, please contact the church office,
856-235-0450 or church@meetwithGod.com.

Sunday, December 16th
3:00 p.m. in the Chapel
See pg. 2 for more
information

DECORATE THE
SANCTUARY WITH US!

CHURCHWIDE SUPPER AND
CAROLING
December 2nd, 4:30 p.m.

Join us on Saturday morning, December
1st as we fill our Sanctuary with the
decorations, colors and symbols of the
Advent season. We'll start at 9 am; coffee and bagels,
etc. will be provided. All are welcome! Hosted by the
Worship Team.

Covered dish supper, Christmas Hymn Sing, & Caroling
to our shut-ins!
See pg. 4 for more information
Page 1

The Messenger
21ST ANNUAL
HOLIDAY REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
A Celebration of Quiet Joy

WHAT IS THIS
“MESSIAH-SING” ANYWAY?
It's like a hymn-sing, only to music by Handel. Handel's
Messiah is a cantata which tells the story of
humankind's redemption by our Saviour using selected
scripture from the Old and New Testaments set to
uplifting and memorable music. The very famous
“Hallelujah Chorus” is part of Handel's Messiah. There
are several interesting things which make this church's
Messiah-Sing unique. Every person who attends is
welcome to sing as much or as little as they feel
comfortable - even the parts which are supposed to be
sung by a soloist. (There aren't any featured soloists).
We don't rehearse or stop and “correct” anything - we
just sing, and we sing almost the whole oratorio. Plus,
there is a wonderful time of fellowship and refreshment
during the 45-minute intermission. It has to be
experienced. Come and bring someone with you.

For those of us who have lost loved ones, the holidays
can be a stressful time. Yet they can also bring some
beautiful memories.
On Sunday, December 16th at 3 p.m., you are invited to
a special event in our chapel. This Remembrance
Service is for bereaved families to share memories and
celebrate the life of a loved one(s).
With the leadership and guidance from Pastors Tom &
HeyYoung, we welcome the community to our 21st
annual service. We ask that each family/person bring a
candle in a holder to light and place at the altar.
A reception will beheld following the service with
refreshments provided. Nursery care will also be
available. For more information, please contact the
church office, church@meetwithGod.com or 856-2350450.

***
Halleluiah! Halleluiah!
The 37th Annual Community Sing of Handel's Messiah
will be held on Sunday, Dec. 9th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. here at
1st UMC. For many in our congregation and visitors to
our church, this is the “kick off” to their holiday season.
The Music Committee is looking for volunteers who are
willing to help set up trays of sandwiches, clean up after
intermission, or donate a finger dessert to be served
during the intermission. Feeding the hundreds of
participants is a large task, and they could use your
donations of time and/or desserts. Cookies, brownies, or
any finger dessert that can be eaten without utensils
would help immensely. Just fill out the slip below and
leave it in the basket marked “Sing-In” in the narthex, or
contact the church office (235-0450). Thank you in
advance for your help! If you have any questions, call
Donna Banes, 856-222-9369.

___________________________ _________________
Printed Name
Phone number
I will:
Bake/bring_____________________________________
__________________

Help with set-up or clean-up______________________
(set-up/clean-up and best time)

Dec. 1st
Dec. 1st
Dec. 2nd
Dec. 2nd
Dec. 5th
Dec. 8th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 15-16
Dec. 16th
Dec. 16th
Dec. 16th
Dec. 18th
Dec. 24th
Dec. 25th
Dec. 26th
Dec. 30th
Dec. 31st
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sanctuary decorating - 9:00am
Adult Fellowship at Marco's - 12-4pm
Poinsettia order deadline
Covered Dish & Caroling - 4:30pm
Light Harbor Caroling at Avista
Women's Christmas Tea - 11:00am
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
MYF Ice Skating, Cooper River-12:30-4pm
37th Annual Messiah-Sing - 5:00-8:00pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Eyes of our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Breakfast with Santa - 8:30 - 10:00am
A Service of Lessons & Carols - all svcs
Men's Breakfast - 7:30am
Parents DIGG - 10:45am
Remembrance Service - 3:00pm
Young Adults PJ's Wing Night - 6-8pm
Christmas Eve services - 6, 8, 11pm
Christmas Day - church office closed
Church office closed
No Sunday School(child care up to age 5)
Watch Night service - 5:30pm

The Messenger

FROM PASTOR TOM

“From Ordinary to Extraordinary”
John Mellencamp sang about life in a small town:
Educated in a small town.
Taught the fear of Jesus in a small town.
Used to daydream in that small town.
Another boring romantic that's me.
There is a romantic feeling that small towns evoke - and yet, there is also a boring predictability associated with small
towns, as Mellencamp claims. Perhaps that's why God chose a small town as the venue for the birth of Christ. As
countless numbers of human beings before him, Jesus was born into the most average of circumstances, barely beyond
notice, in a small backwater village that had little to no reputation.
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in the dark street shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
Phillips Brooks penned those famous words following a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1868. What you may not know is
that the name “Bethlehem” is actually a contraction of the Hebrew phrase, Bet Lehem, which means “House of Bread.”
While the symbolism is not lost on those of us who are followers of the one who would later be called, “the Bread of
Life,” Bethlehem should also remind us of some powerful truths insofar as God's continuing incarnation in the world is
concerned.
For one thing, Bethlehem bears witness to God's tendency to use that which is “ordinary” for the purpose of
accomplishing that which is “extraordinary.” As comedian Rob Lee put it, “The Israelites expected the Messiah to be a
great warrior and king. They got a carpenter. You generally don't expect the guy who's doing your kitchen cabinets to
save the world.”
But isn't that the way God works? Ordinary people - carpenters, fisherman, single mothers, tax collectors, teachers - they
were all tapped by God to do extraordinary things despite their dismal resumes. Is it any wonder that God similarly
tapped little regarded Bethlehem on the shoulder and whispered in her ear, “I need for you to do me a little favor?”
God continues to tap us on the shoulder in the same way.
Just about everyone has seen the perennial Christmas classic, It's a Wonderful Life, with Jimmy Stewart. In the movie,
Stewart's character, George Bailey, is made to see how the million and one ordinary choices that are made every day
often have extraordinary outcomes. He is made to see how much of a difference he really does make in the lives of those
around him.
During this Christmas season, we look forward to that time when “the Word made flesh” once again is born in our hearts.
We see how God can use our doubts, and our fears, and our misgivings and turn them into ways that we can reach out to
a hurting world. And we again look for God's miraculous reminder of how the extraordinary can be pulled from the
ordinary.
Christmas Blessings!
Pastor Tom
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15
The second part of the above scripture is often seen on
wall plaques, frames and above doorways in homes. I
believe those of us who claim to be Christians, following
in the footsteps of Jesus, truly desire to have a home or
be a 'home' that serves the Lord, the LORD alone.

not have reflected my true desire, which is to serve the
Lord. And that's where the celebration of Christ's birth
comes into focus. Jesus was born in a lowly stable and
he was the Son of God! Jesus was raised with humble
means and yet God had sent him to earth to be an
example of how we are to live before he gave up himself
as the last sacrifice so we could be reconciled to God.

When Joshua spoke these words he was reminding the
people of all the LORD had already done for them and
was asking them to renew their covenant with the LORD
to serve the LORD alone, to have no other gods before
the one true God. Joshua spoke without hesitation when
he exclaimed, “…as for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD.” From the text one might get the idea
that he was going to be a faithful servant no matter life's
circumstances. Joshua's declaration reflects his belief
that there is only one God and that God was LORD.

Jesus is our guide, our friend and our deliverer. He is the
real reason for this Christmas season. The yearly
celebrations of his birth, death and resurrection are ways
that keep me (and you, as well I hope) focused on just
how much and how strong my desire is to be the 'home'
that serves God and God alone.
I pray your Christmas season is one that causes you to
reflect on just who and what you are serving. The
Christmas parties are great, the presents are great, being
with others is always fun but are they taking you away
from the real celebration? Just a gentle reminder that
Jesus really is “the Reason for the Season.”

As Christmas approaches and I once again focus on the
birth of Jesus and what that means in the context of my
own faith journey I can't help but think, “Did I serve the
Lord whole-heartedly or did I let other gods distract me?
Did I keep 'my house' as a reflection of God even in the
midst of difficult days? Do I truly desire and push
through everyday to find ways to serve the LORD?

Grace and Peace in the name of the
Lord and Merry Christmas!
Karen Murray, DCE

These are hard questions for sure! They cause me to
pause and to reflect on things I've said or done that may
Community Events & Education Department Announcements
December 2 - 4:30 - CHURCHWIDE Covered-Dish Supper, Christmas Hymn Sing & then Christmas Caroling
to our church Shut-ins! Sounds like a FUN TIME!! ALL ARE WELCOME! (Dinner & Carol Sing in Fellowship Hall.)
nd

December 3rd - 7:00pm - Christian Education Volunteer Staff & Family Christmas Party in the Heritage Room.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
December 8th - 11:00am - Women's Tea in Fellowship Hall. All women are invited! (See bulletin for more
information.) Childcare will be provided!
December 9th - 5:00pm - Annual Messiah Sing-In.
December 15th - 8:30-10:00 - Breakfast with SANTA! Fellowship Hall. Reserve tickets $8.00 adults, $5.00 Children 310, Children under 3 free. Max. cost per family $30.00. (See bulletin insert for more details.)
Thursday Youth Group (K-5th grade) - December 6th, 13th & 20th
No Sunday School December 30th - Nursery Care will be provided for children up to age 5.
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37th ANNUAL COMMUNITY-SING
HANDEL

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 9, 2018
5:00 p.m. TO 8:00 p.m.
DONNA BANES
Director
GLENN RODGERS
Organist

CHORUSES AND SOLOS
TO BE SUNG BY
THE GATHERED COMMUNITY

Free-will Offering
Light Refreshments Served
Child Care Provided

First United Methodist Church
Camden Ave. at Pleasant Valley Ave.
Moorestown, New Jersey
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ANGEL TREE PROJECT

LIGHT HARBOR MINISTRY

FUMC is again sponsoring an Angel
Tree during this holiday season to
benefit
families
through
The
Neighborhood Center in Camden. They are hoping to
serve approximately 200 families who will “shop” at
their Holiday Pop-Up Shop on December 19th. The
donations collected at FUMC are a large part of their
collection! Toys, books, and stocking stuffers are
needed for ages 0-12. Suggested items are listed on the
Angel Tree Section of the bulletin board in the
narthex. In addition $10 gift cards are requested for
teens - for the following locations only: Walmart,
Target, Chick-Fil-A, or Five Below.

December is a busy time for our Light Harbor Ministry;
we have many opportunities for you to be involved. You
may purchase a special gift for a resident at Avista
Healthcare from our Red Stocking, deliver our gifts to
the facility, join us for Christmas Caroling on December
5th, or be a part of our Christmas Service on December
9th. Look for more details in the weekly bulletins or call
Linda Wanagas at 856-273-1298.
During this holiday season, we ask that you keep our
senior citizens in nursing homes, assisted living, health
and rehab facilities, and hospitals in your prayers. Many
have no family or friends to visit them. If you have an
aunt, uncle, grandparent, or friend living alone or at one
of these facilities please take the time to visit, call, or
write. You have no idea how much joy and happiness
you will bring.

The donated items supply the Neighborhood Center's
“Pop-Up Christmas Shop” so parents can “shop” for
their children. Also needed are gift wrapping supplies:
gift bags, wrapping paper, bows, tags, tape, and tissue
paper are also appreciated!

All of us at Light Harbor Ministry wish to thank you for
supporting our ministry at Avista Healthcare this year
and pray you have a safe and peaceful Christmas season.

Lastly, the Neighborhood Center has asked for
volunteers to assist with the shopping and wrapping
during the “store” hours on Wednesday, Dec. 19 from
3:30-7:30. If interested in volunteering in this way,
please sign up and/or call or text Kim Chwastyk at 856905-7173.

***
Light Harbor Christmas Stocking
Hanging in the Narthex now, our
Christmas stocking with names of residents
from Avista Healthcare. Plan to share the
joy of Christmas with residents at the
Center who have little or no family
contact. Stop by the Christmas stocking
and choose the name and gift suggestion for one of these
lonely residents. Please write your name and phone
number next to the number and name you have selected.
Wrapped presents with their name and number should be
brought to the church on or before Sunday, December
16. Questions? Contact Margie Morgan at 856 764 1247
or margmorgan75@gmail.com.

All items are to be placed in the large box near the
Angel Tree in the narthex. Gift cards can be placed in
the large envelope stapled to the display. The deadline
for all donations is Sunday, Dec. 9! Thank you in
advance for your generosity and support of this project!
Questions: call or text Kim Chwastyk at 856-905-7173.
*******
HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE
There's still time to help with our collection of gloves,
mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy!
The “Mitten Tree” will be in the Sunday School lobby
(by the elevator) through Monday, Dec. 10th. All items
will be donated to Emergency Services of Burlington
County. We all dread the thought of a bad winter imagine facing that without hats and gloves! Please help
us to help those who might face such a winter. Together
we can make a big difference.

*******

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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RESULTS OF THE
RECONCILING TEAM BALLOT

MUSIC NOTES

The results of the ballot questions related to becoming a
Reconciling Congregation are as follows:

As I sit to write this article, I cannot believe that it's
already December. Where does the time go? I recently
read an article titled, Advent - The Arrival of a Notable
Person, Thing or Event. The title alone caught my eye.
It stated that “waiting can feel ordinary. We wait in
lines, we wait for mail, we wait for news. Sometimes,
though, how we choose to wait can lead us to a deeper
sense of hopeful expectation. Every winter, the season
of advent invites us to practice this posture of waiting in
the final weeks of the year.” The article goes on to talk
about the anticipation of the advent season, how it gently
reminds us to look past our immediate circumstances to
something bigger.

Question 1: As a member of the First United Methodist
Church of Moorestown, I support becoming a
Reconciling Congregation.
279 YES votes
22 NO votes
93% of votes cast were YES
Question 2: As a member of the First United Methodist
Church of Moorestown, I support the adoption of the
following Reconciling Mission Statement: FUMC of
Moorestown seeks to live the motto of the United
Methodist Church: “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and
Open Doors.” Following the example of Jesus, FUMC
of Moorestown believes that living this motto means
dedicating ourselves to social justice and service. We
affirm the scriptural message that all people are created
in the image of God, and as beloved children of God, all
are worthy of God's love and grace. We celebrate our
human family's differences including diversity of race,
ethnicity, age, religious background, life experience,
economic status, marital status, family configuration,
physical and developmental ability, education, sexual
orientation and gender identity. As Jesus welcomes
each of us, we welcome the full inclusion of all people
in the life and ministries of FUMC to worship, love,
serve and grow. The reconciling mission statement does
not replace the First United Methodist Church of
Moorestown mission statement.
269 YES votes
30 NO votes
90% of votes cast were YES

I don't know about you, but the season of Advent can be
a bit overwhelming!! While I love it all it sometimes
comes in a wave that feels like it will swallow me up.
Then I stop and look at each of the upcoming musical
offerings and see how each one is anticipated and leads
us to the manger in Bethlehem. What could be better?
This year each Sunday in Advent is filled with
something for us to consider the coming joyful
expectation. The 1st Sunday in Advent will find us
enjoying each other during a covered dish supper and
then a Carol Sing followed by caroling to shut ins. The
2nd Sunday will be the 37th Annual Messiah Sing In, a
long standing, well-loved tradition. One that always
warms my heart and leads me to focus on the coming of
our Lord. The 3rd Sunday in Advent this year will be
services of Lessons and Carols. The 9:30 service will
feature Kings Road Revival and Band; the 11:00 service
will feature the Adult Choir & Friends, Youth Choir,
Children's Choir, Handbells and organ; along with
Scripture and well-loved carols to be sung by the
congregations at each service. The 4th Sunday in Advent
will include music of the season.

The Reconciling Team and the Pastors agreed that a twothirds vote of YES would support the move forward as a
Reconciling Congregation. That criteria has been met.
Many thanks for participating in this process.
Regardless of how you voted on this issue, we are one
church family with one Savior. We share many
ministries together and fellowship together and this issue
should not negatively impact those things.
We
encourage you to prayerfully consider how you can
increase your participation in all of the ministries of
FUMC and move forward to make it an even better
place for all to feel welcome and realize the saving grace
of Jesus Christ.
The Reconciling Team

As you see each weekly offering serves as a prompting
to help us value the time of waiting. I hope that within
each musical offering you will find the opportunity to
pause, reflect, and wait! All with joy and hope!
Wishing you a blessed Advent and Christmas!!
Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader
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FROM THE MISSIONS COMMISSION
The idea of declaring
thanksgiving to be a national holiday was initiated by
Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War in 1863. Lincoln
believed that honoring and giving thanks to our Lord
was vital for the welfare of our country. If you ask
people today what Thanksgiving means to them, you
will obtain a wide assortment of responses. Some think
of the First Thanksgiving where the pilgrims gave
thanks for their harvest at Plymouth in 1621. Others will
equate Thanksgiving as a day of eating turkey, watching
football while being with friends and family. Although
Thanksgiving is supposed to be a day for giving thanks
to our Lord, there are some people who because of their
constant struggles and trials in life may not celebrate this
holiday in their heart because they feel they have
nothing to be thankful for. God however wants us to
always have a thankful heart in Him, not just on one day
of the year, but everyday regardless of whether we are
going through happy or sad times. Paul tells us in 1
Thessalonians 5:16 -18 that we are to be always joyful;
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Jesus said: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you
came to me.Then the righteous will answer him, saying,
Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit
you?' And the King will answer them, Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.”

Sarah Young author of Jesus Always writes: “A thankful
attitude is the language of love that allows us to
communicate intimately with our Lord”. A thankful
heart and mind does not mean we are in denial of our
own problems. Instead, being thankful allows us to
rejoice in our Lord who is our refuge and strength
whether we are going through the peaks or valleys of
life. God may sometimes be more interested in seeing
the condition of our heart and refining our faith during
these storms in our life than quickly resolving our
problems. I am always in awe when I observe people
who have the peace that passes all understanding
because of their thankful heart in Christ even when there
are strong storms in their lives. I believe it is through a
thankful heart in the Lord that God pours out his love,
his peace and strength through the Holy Spirit
indwelling in every believer that allows us to be a
powerful witness for Christ.

One of our outreach ministries that exemplifies the
above verses of scripture is the “Eyes of Our Hearts
Ministry” led by Judi Angelow. Every 3rd Saturday of
the month, approximately 12 to 18 people from our
church volunteer their time by going out to the Camden
community and ministering the physical and spiritual
needs of the homeless and poor by preparing, cooking
and
serving
a
delicious
and
nutritious breakfast
to 150 to 175 people.
The purpose of this
ministry is to show
the love and grace of
our Lord to the
people who are in
need and that they
are loved even though the world considers them to be
the least by choosing to ignore them.

Whether we are in the valley of life or standing high on
a mountain, God wants us to show His love by being a
testimony for Him by helping people with their physical
and spiritual needs, all with a thankful heart. Helping
people can be as simple as giving a cold glass of water
to a thirsty child or visiting someone in the hospital or in
prison. One of the verses of scripture that illustrates how
we need to give grace to people through our love and
Thankfulness in the Lord is in Matthew 25:35-40 where

In addition to breakfast, the ministry provides donated
clothing that the guests select from including shoes and
accessories. This is a hot ticket item as the guests are
always in need of clothes. There is also a Hope Table
Continued on next page
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Missions, continued

THE PHILADELPHIA PROJECT
2019

where guests go to for prayers and their spiritual needs.
At this table are large printed bibles, Christian tracks on
salvation and where one can turn to for help such as
contacting the Seeds of Hope Ministry (described in last
month's Messenger which Eyes of Our Hearts partners
with).

It is time to start planning for our Summer of Service
2019 for The Philadelphia Project youth mission trip.
TPP is an opportunity for youth in grades 6-12 to serve
in the Roxborough/Germantown area repairing homes,
serving the homeless, and loving on kids. This year
marks our 8th year serving and will take place July 713, 2019. The cost of the trip is $400. If you would like
more information, please feel free to visit
www.thephiladelphiaproject.com or contact Melissa
O'Donnell at 856-912-2570 or melissaleighodonnell@
comcast.net. Adult leaders are especially needed this
year to lead the 50+ students who typically serve with
us. If you are interested in learning more about
serving as a leader, PLEASE contact Melissa.
*******

Judi (like every other volunteer) feels so blessed when
she watches everyone serving the guests. She says that
“if she had a penny for every time people thanked her
for this ministry she would be a millionaire”. She says
this because she sees the volunteers having a thankful
heart in the Lord, being blessed and feeling good. She
also sees the thankfulness in our guests. Judi also wants
to thank the congregation for their support as this
ministry is only possible because of your support such
as donations of toiletries, socks, underwear along with
men's and women's clothing, etc. Judi also wants to
thank everyone who serves as she is aware this ministry
can only succeed as a group and invites everyone to
come out and see what we do. If you would like to be a
part of this ministry, please see Judi or E-mail her at
judi0821@yahoo.com as you will not only be blessed
but see firsthand how this ministry is carrying out our
church's mission statement of being a community of
faith committed to sharing the love of Christ in a hurting
world through words and actions.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
IN ANIMAL RESCUE
The Animal Sanctuary Society, one of the
rescue agencies our church supports, has just
acquired an existing dog kennel that needs a face lift.
They are looking for volunteers to spruce it up and paint
walls, doors and shelves. Volunteers could also help
sort and organize donations. Walking dogs is an option
for experienced dog walkers. Teen volunteers could
earn community service credit. If you are interested,
please contact Charlotte Tran for details at 856-6420004 or charlotte@animalsanctuary.org.
Another opportunity to help the Animal Sanctuary is to
volunteer to wrap presents at the Cherry Hill Barnes &
Noble book store (911 Haddonfield Rd.) on
December 23 from 12-5 pm. If interested,
please touch base with Charlotte well in
advance.

Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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WATCH NIGHT SERVICE
December 31st, 5:30 pm

NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Members & Friends of FUMC:
I want to thank you for your many kind thoughts,
prayers, and expressions of sympathy during my wife
Jane's long illness and recent passing.

Before you head out (or stay in!) on New Year's Eve,
please join us in worship as we end 2018 and look
forward to the year ahead. All are welcome!
*******

It is a great strength to know I have a very supportive
church family to help me through this period of loss.
Thank you all very much.

Deaths:
Frank Berner on
October 22, 2018

In Christ,
Kevin A. Roach

May Van Fossen on
November 11, 2018

Christmas Chancel Flowers
Our sanctuary will once again be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas. If you would like to make a
donation toward the cost of a plant, in memory or in honor of a loved one, fill out the order form below.
Forms may be mailed or dropped off in the marked box in the church office. There are 3 choices:
6 1/2″ plant with one Poinsettia ___________ $6.00 per plant
7″ plant with two Poinsettias ____________ $10.00 per plant
8″ plant with three Poinsettias ___________ $15.00 per plant
Name of Donor (Please print clearly) __________________________________________________________
( ) In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________________
( ) In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to:

First United Methodist Church
446 Camden Ave.
Moorestown, NJ 08057

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY, DEC. 2, 2018
IMPORTANT! Please memo your check “Christmas flowers” and place in the marked box in the
church office or mail to the above address. Checks for flower orders should not include offerings and
should not be placed in the offering plate.
Flowers may be taken home after the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve service
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December Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -- MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship)
Jr. High - 6th -- 8th Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm. We will meet in the Sr. High Room at 6pm for
Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Jr. High Room (downstairs below Fellowship Hall) for MYF programming &
dismiss at 8pm.
Sr. High - 9th -- 12 Grades will meet on Sunday nights from 6pm--8pm with “hang time” from 8-8:30pm. We will meet in the
Sr. High Room at 6pm for Worship/Small Groups. At 7pm we will meet in the Sr. High Room (downstairs below Fellowship
Hall) for MYF programming. We'll dismiss at 8:00pm. “Hang time” is optional until 8:30pm and gives Sr. High time just to
“hang out” and fellowship together.
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Choir will meet on Sunday nights at 5:30pm in the Heritage Room
SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR OPPORTUNITY - 4 WEEK SERIES - WE NEED YOU! We're looking for facilitators for Jr. & Sr. High.
All materials will be provided. There will be three groups; Jr. High 6th-8th grades; Sr. High 9th & 10th grades; 11th & 12th
grades. The small groups will meet on Sunday nights from 6-7:00pm in the youth rooms. Our youth long to discuss the Bible
and how it relates to their daily lives as teenagers in this broken world. Please consider walking along side them in their faith
journey. It really does “take a village”. If you are interested in committing to a 4-week series small group with our youth,
please contact me for more information, (you do not have to have children in youth group to participate). Kathy Clawges 856912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com. Thank you for your consideration!
BIBLE STUDY BEGINS: Wednesday Nights - 6-8pm in the Sr. High room. All Jr. & Sr. High, 6th-12th are invited.
We'll continue on Wednesday nights through the school year. For questions, please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.
If you would like to help facilitate Bible study for Jr. High, please contact me -- all material will be provided.
Beginning November 28th and continuing four weeks, we will study, “A Case for Christmas” by Lee Strobel
CHRISTMAS CAROLING & COVERED DISH DINNER
December 2, 4pm
LOCATION: FUMC Fellowship Hall
Jr. & Sr. High MYF will begin early this Sunday -- 4:00pm. Bring friends and parents and a covered dish!
Time to welcome the Advent and Christmas Season with an ALL CHURCH POTLUCK DINNER. We will join
together in Fellowship Hall, share a meal, sing some Christmas Carols then go Christmas caroling.
ICE SKATING
December 9, 12:30PM - 4PM
LOCATION: WinterFest @ Cooper River
All Jr. & Sr. High and parents are invited to go ice skating! We will leave the church parking lot at 12:30pm
and return approximately 4:00pm. Cost: $6.00 / skate rental $4.00. Bring a friend!
**note there will be no youth group at night
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!
December 15, 8:30am - 10:00am
LOCATION: FUMC Fellowship Hall
FUMC Youth will be “serving Elves” for this event. We will be making & serving breakfast. Food donations are
always appreciated. We need: pancake mix, bagels, cream cheese, fresh fruit, bacon, sausage, pastries, juices,
etc. Please drop any donations to the kitchen marked “Santa breakfast”. Any fresh items, please drop off the
day before. Thank you!
Tickets $8.00 Adult; $5.00 children (3-8). Children under 3 are free. Maximum per family $30.00. Tickets go on
sale November 10th. More details will follow.
Volunteers are NEEDED! If you can help, please contact Karen Murray education@meetwithgod.com or Kathy
Clawges kclawges@gmail.com.
MYF CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 16, 6PM - 8PM
LOCATION: Sr. High Youth Room
All students grades 6th-12th, please join us for our annual Christmas Party. Everyone should bring a $5 and
under new, wrapped gift for our gift exchange. Food donations are very much appreciated! We need savory
& sweet! Also, parent help is needed -- please let me know if you can help and or donate food. email or text:
Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.
PJ'S WING NIGHT / YOUNG ADULTS
December 18, 6PM - 8PM
LOCATION: PJ Whelihan's
All college students and young adults are invited! Join us at PJ's in Maple Shade on Lenola Rd. for all you can
eat wings and conversation. For more information, contact Kathy Clawges at kclawges@gmail.com or 856912-1148. See you at Wing Night!
Making the Most of Your Family's Christmas
Jim Burns -President of HomeWord, Executive Director of the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Pacific University
It's Christmastime and it's time to celebrate! But, for many parents, just the thought of the season makes them want to scream
“Bah hum-bug!” Why? It's because the holidays can be hectic and just plain hard to deal with. Christmas shopping, school and
church pageants, and the various Christmas festivities can cause us a lot of stress! But here's the good news -- there is a remedy
for getting beyond the “Bah hum-bug!” By reducing your family's stress levels, you can make the most of your family's Christmas
this year! Here's how:
1. Refresh. Revisit some old family traditions that you haven't enjoyed in awhile and take the initiative to create some new ones.
Some of the previous generations did a better job than we do with building family traditions. Traditions are important for families
because they provide opportunities to keep your family legacy going. From the simple to the silly to the sentimental, traditions can
create meaningful memories. As a parent, one of your jobs is to look for ways to promote special moments and traditions for your
family -- ones that will create special family memories that your kids will keep forever.
2. Restore. Christmastime is a great time to reestablish connections with friends and family members with whom you've lost touch.
Make a goal of restoring connection with at least one person or family member this year.
3. Relax. There are only so many hours in the day, so much money at your discretion, and only so much of “you” to go around.
Well, it is my profound privilege to give you permission to not attend every Christmas pageant featuring a distant relative of yours,
and when you've maxed out your gift-purchasing budget, please know that it's perfectly okay to say, “Enough. Our shopping is
done.”
4. Rejoice. And again I say, “Rejoice!” We're celebrating the birth of our Savior -- our whole reason for living! What kind of message
do we send to an unbelieving world if we're cranky, hassled, and sad during Christmastime? Of all people, we should be the ones
leading the celebrations! So enjoy the season and watch how many people wonder why you're so happy!
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