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THE MUSIC OF THE BEATLES
Sermon Series Beginning the Third Weekend in January
Secular music can sometimes provide us with profound thoughts about life, love, and the
presence of God in our world. In a span of less than ten years, the Beatles did just that with
many of their songs. You're invited to journey down the long and winding road with the First Church congregation as
we use select songs by the Fab Four to guide us in our weekend reflections during worship. So, let's come together and
explore some deeper insights that we might glean from the music of the Beatles!
*********

The Pastors and Staff of
FUMC Moorestown
wish you and your families
a very happy, blessed New Year!

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Did you know FUMC Moorestown now has a Podcast?
Just search for First Church (Moorestown, NJ) on any
Apple or Android device! The Podcast includes weekly
sermons (going back to July 1, 2018), event information,
and interviews with special guests. Or look for us at:
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmoorestown
https://twitter.com/fumcmoorestown
https://www.instagram.com/fumcmoorestown

Jan. 1st
Jan. 4-6
Jan. 11th
Jan. 12th
Jan. 13th
Jan. 15th
Jan. 18-20
Jan. 19th
Jan. 19th
Jan. 20th
Jan. 21st
Jan. 21st
Jan. 26th
Jan. 27th
Jan. 29th
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New Year's Day - church office closed
“Search” retreat for Sr. High/College Age
My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Servants Round Table - 7:00pm
Jr./Sr. High at Keswick
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Adult Fellowship - Noon
Men's breakfast - 7:45am
ML King Day - church office closed
Crafts for Good Blankethon-10am-3pm
Scouts Pasta Fest - 4:00-8:00pm
Parents DIGG - 10:45am
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm
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“PAYING IT FORWARD”

FROM
PASTOR TOM

I've lost count of the number of times members and
friends of FUMC have asked how our Parents DIGG
group is going. I am overjoyed at their (your) genuine
care and also so happy to routinely answer: “it's going
great, God is good!” Sometimes I am able to elaborate
and share how many families are involved (about
fifteen!) and what an amazing connection we have. And
also how we are such a warm, welcoming group that is
always seeking to invite others to join in on our fun. I
want to take a moment now to shine light on some
individuals who have gone above and beyond to nurture
and support Parents DIGG. Considering I have “Mom
Brain”, there is a good chance I will forget someone, in
which case I ask for your grace. From the start, Karen
Murray and Pastor HeyYoung were quick to explore and
provide for any needs our group had, which soon
resulted in free, quality childcare during our monthly
gatherings (thanks, Ceciley for leading a great crew!).
These spirit-filled women also took time to meet with
me individually to assess and provide for needs, whether
it was offering Bible study material or Godly support as
our group formed and grew. Not long after, Catherine
Friedman reached out to voice strong admiration for
Parents DIGG and a desire to help in any way. I
mentioned that food support at our meetings would be a
huge help, and the next month and EVERY gathering
thereafter, Catherine or one of her Bible Study peers
(Lisa Kulp, Lisa Simpson, Mary Starn, Deb Feerrar)
took turns providing hearty, absolutely delicious
casserole(s) for us to enjoy. Bill and Wendy Holden
have hosted our large group twice in a six month period,
because they believe in what we do and want to
encourage us to keep gathering, even when the demands
of life and parenthood make us weary. Can you see why
our hearts are full of gratitude?! There are countless
others who have said they are praying for us, here to
offer care in whatever ways are meaningful to us, and
we are overcome with gladness. As an expression of our
eternal thanks, Parents DIGG is making a contribution in
their honor to FUMC's fund to Livestream our 9:30
Worship Service. There is various equipment needed
such as a webcaster, video camera and cables, and it is
our hope to offset the costs associated with this
important outreach effort. While our donation is
ultimately for the glory of God, we also recognize and
give praise for the FUMC “earth angels” He has put in
our path to love, guide and support us in more ways than
we could ever ask or imagine.
Lauren Jones

“At a Loss for Words?”
Have you ever seen something so beautiful, or awe
inspiring, or even terrifying that it rendered you
speechless? Chances are we've all experienced moments
like that and that's when we describe ourselves as being
“at a loss for words.”
Language is an imperfect vehicle through which we try
to convey truths about our world - which is why our
words often fall short in their attempt to convey those
truths. Still, language is all that we have. In Jewish
tradition, the limits of language are accepted and even
celebrated in the approach to scripture called midrash.
Midrash is the way scholars experiment with the text struggling with it, testing it, analyzing it - all while
never declaring any one interpretation as being
authoritative or absolute. Midrash allows biblical truth
to be flexible, adaptive, and fluid.
Unfortunately, there have been and continue to be
elements in the Christian faith who have not followed in
the footsteps of their Jewish forbearers regarding the
approach of midrash. In response to the age of reason
that began with the Enlightenment in the 17th century, it
was felt in many circles that there can be only one way
of interpreting scripture. As a result, fierce battles were
waged over the meaning of words with the predictable
outcome that there were no winners.
As 21st century Christians, I would hope that we are
moving away from the absolute use of words as vehicles
of authoritative interpretation. What seems to be more
important in arriving at what biblical truth consists of is
an honest and respectful dialogue that's centered around
the meaning of words - a Christian midrash, if you will,
that allows for the community of the faithful to arrive at
an understanding of scripture that is life-affirming and
reflective of the way of Jesus.
After all, God long ago recognized that our words are
not enough - which is why God sent us the “Word made
flesh” so that we could experience through Jesus the
fullness of life, love, and truth.
Blessings in the New Year!
Pastor Tom
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F RO M T H E DI RE C TO R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“6Jesus answered,“I am the way and the truth and the life.No one comes to the Father except through
me.” John 14:6 (NIV)
Welcome to 2019! Are you ready to follow “the way the truth and the life”?
The beginning of the New Year once again offers the opportunity to revisit previous goals and possibly set new ones.
Perhaps these new goals may cause a shift in focus from whom and where we are, to whom and where we want to be.
Maybe these goals show those around us even more clearly who is our example and who we are following.
The above scripture is one of Jesus' last conversations that he has with his disciples before he is arrested. Jesus is talking
to them about leaving this world to go and “prepare a place for them”. Thomas inquires of Jesus “Lord, we don't know
where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”
Below is an excerpt from Matthew Henry's commentary on this verse.
Christ is the sinner's Way to the Father and to heaven, in his person as God manifest in the flesh, in his atoning
sacrifice, and as our Advocate. He is the Truth, as fulfilling all the prophecies of a Savior; believing which, sinners
come by him the Way. He is the Life, by whose life-giving Spirit the dead in sin are quickened. By Christ, as the Way,
our prayers go to God, and his blessings come to us; this is the Way that leads to rest. He is the Resurrection and the
Life. All that saw Christ by faith, saw the Father in Him. In the light of Christ's doctrine, they saw God as the Father of
lights; and in Christ's miracles, they saw God as the God of power. The holiness of God shone in the spotless purity of
Christ's life. We are to believe the revelation of God to man in Christ; for the works of the Redeemer show forth his own
glory, and God in him.
Through our repentance, acceptance and belief in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we will know the way that leads to God.
We will know the power of God and we will shine with the light of God. By following Jesus' example of living, loving,
serving and caring we let the world see the one who we are following.
As we enter into 2019 perhaps our goals should include being more intentional in our desire to be more like Jesus. To be
more caring, to be more kind-hearted, to be more forgiving, to be more compassionate and to be more loving. To truly
believe that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and that he has gone to prepare a place for you (and me) in Heaven.
Welcome to 2019! What is your New Year's goal?
Peace,
Karen Murray, DCE
856-222-1120 / education@meetwithGod.com
See the next page for Education Department Information!
*********
Baptisms:
Carson Andrew Jenkins
on November 18, 2018; son of
Brian & Bethany Jenkins

Page 3

The Messenger
Christian Education, continued
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT INFORMATION:
Sunday School is offered for all ages during our 9:30 & 11:00 Worship hours. All are welcome!
The Christian Education Commission is seeking to start a new Sunday School Class at 11:00 for children, youth and
young adults with special needs. The name of the group would be the Hidden Treasures. If you are interested in
helping to make this vision come to life please contact Karen Murray. Check the weekly announcement page for
updates.
Thursday Afternoon Youth Group to resume on January 10th. This program is offered to all children ages 5 years old
through 5th grade from 5:00pm - 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. The evening includes Dinner, a Praise & Worship time and
a time for Fun & Fellowship. If you are interested in participating or volunteering, please contact Karen Murray at the
above number.
WINTER MISSION ADVENTURE - Our annual “Winter Mission Adventure” will begin in February. Stay tuned to
see how you can participate in making this annual event a success.
FP4H - Our First Place for Health program will resume on January 11th. If you would like to be part of this wonderful
group of adults as we work on developing our Spiritual, Physical, Emotional and Mental health please contact Karen
Murray at 856-222-1120. This class meets on Friday mornings from 9am to 11am in the Heritage Room.
Prayer & Pilates Continues to meet regularly on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 5:30 in the Heritage Room. This
is great way to meet new friends & stay in shape!
Bible Studies Available:
Monday Morning Women's Group - 9:30am in Heritage Room
Tuesday Afternoon Adult Group - 2:00pm in the Parlor
Thursday Morning Women's Group - 7:30am-9:00am, Maritsa's Restaurant in Maple Shade, NJ
Saturday Morning Bible Study - 7:30am-9am in the Parlor
Sunday Morning Adult Classes - 9:30am in the Heritage Room & Library
Sunday Morning Adult Classes - 11:00am in the Heritage Room & E-203
**Other Bible Studies and Small Groups are available throughout the year. Please check the Bulletin Board in the
Narthex for updated groups.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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MUSIC NOTES

My name is Ceciley Binegar. I hope this note finds you
well. I would like to introduce myself to you as the new
Associate Lay Leader.
Honestly, I thought the
committee member who reached out to me mistakenly
left me a message extending this position. I am rolling
off as the Chairperson for the Christian Education
Department. I can say that I can vacation bible school
craft with the best of them. And, I am a Methodist who
can covered dish with the rest of them. But seriously, I
gave great consideration to what I could bring to the
position and ministry. I looked for my answer in the
history of the church and received some pearls of
wisdom from the Wesley brothers, John and Charles.

Happy New Year!! 2019, so hard to believe!! As we
move through January a particular hymn comes to mind.
It is actually one of my favorite Christmas hymns, but it
seems so fitting for this month: In the Bleak Midwinter.
January is often cold, windy and snowy. We are not able
to get out and about as much as we like and the earth is
barren. The hymn was originally a poem written by
Christina Rossetti in 1872, is wasn't until 1906 that
Gustav Holst set it to music.
The poem was published in the January 1872 edition of
Scribner's Monthly, having been commissioned by the
editor of that magazine. It is reported that is was a
popular poem of hymn with the soldiers of WWI. What
I like about the hymn is the promise of life to come. We
know at the end of the winter, spring arrives and we
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Yet, In the Bleak
Midwinter, a stable was sufficient for a baby boy, born
to Mary and Joseph.

In the beginning, lay servants were called “exhorters”.
“The exhorters did not 'preach' in the usual sense of the
term, but held meetings for prayer; addressed the people
on the subject of religion; gave them the requisite
encouragement and admonition; and called 'them that
were without' to repentance.” (see Lay Servants'
Ministry History, https://www.la-umc.org/layservant
ministrieshistory.) The Wesley brothers wanted the
exhorters to “reprove sin, plead with sinners to flee from
wrath to come, describe his own experience in those
matters and testify to his present joy.” [Ibid.]

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.

In this letter, I will describe my experience which led me
to become a member of this church body. I am not
going to reprove anyone's sin. I believe that Jesus made
the ultimate sacrifice so that we could live and not
perish. Further, I want people to know me by how I
love. As such, I will encourage, empower, and lend my
support to the furtherance of this community and the
world outside the church doors. I also want to share with
you my joy.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

I started this portion of my faith walk with Christ in this
community in 2011. I was newly widowed and returned
back to this area to raise my children who were 6 and 8
at that time. During that summer, Deirdre Keegan told
me about the vacation bible school program at the
Methodist church. I dropped my son off in Barbara
Engelbrecht's class. My daughter had Nadine Mack
Youse. My daughter was hesitant about staying without
me. So, I stayed close by in the craft room with Dianna
Donat and Kelly Hudak. I was in the right place at the
right time.

What I like about the hymn is the promise of life to
come. In the cold of winter may you find the comfort
and blessings in a baby boy to whom we give our hearts!
Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader

Continued on next page
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Lay Leader Lines, continued

Bible is written for our instruction and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Hope gives us courage. Mr. Bloom talks about how
Joseph was also known as Barnabas, which means son
of encouragement. Joseph was known for his resilient
hope, faith, and courage. He was a hope-infuser. Mr.
Bloom put out a call for Barnabas people to cultivate
encouragement. These people will give grace and hope
to those they meet.

From there, I took my children to the youth group
program held on Thursday nights. One Sunday, I
worked up enough nerve to sneak into the sanctuary to
listen to Pastor Stephen Donat's message. I should have
known that I could not sneak up on God. In that
message, Pastor Steve said God takes care of the
widows and orphans. Yes, Jesus knew what I needed
and desperately wanted to hear in that moment. Then, I
looked up and started surveying my surroundings. I
locked in on the wall hanging. It said:
“A community of faith committed to sharing the
love of Jesus Christ with a hurting world through
words and actions.”

I will leave you with a quote from Rick Warren's book,
The Purpose Driven Life. We are called to belong, not
just believe. God intends for us to weave our lives
together. The Bible calls this fellowship. Fellowship is
experiencing life together. The church is a body, not a
building; an organism, not an organization. When we
come together in love as a church family from different
backgrounds, race, and social status it is a witness to the
world. I intend to use these pearls of wisdom as I assist
in moving this church forward during my tenure as
Associate Lay Leader. To God be the glory!

It is my opinion that the people of our church live and
do these things. In addition, our church reminds me of
people from the first church as described in Acts. The
people of the first church had a desire to meet God in
His words. They relied on each other spiritually,
emotionally, physically, and otherwise. Their needs
were being met because God was gifting some to
provide for the needs of others. He tied His children
together through His gifts. Acts 2:43 says that they
lived, ate, and worshiped together. God inspired more
awe in their hearts. He revealed more of himself; his
love, his power, and his glory. And, so He awakened
greater affections for himself. As it was then and now,
God desires that we live and learn in a community. We
know that God will capture more of our hearts through
one another.

*******
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OF SERVICE
BLANKETHON
Sponsored by
My Abba's Hands and Crafts for Good
FUMC Fellowship Hall
Monday, January 21, 2019
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
(come anytime during these hours, but give yourself
1 1/2 - 2 hours to complete project)

Today, we face similar struggles to the people in the
first church. Our world is still broken. Through his
mercy and grace, He will mend all of our broken and
scattered pieces. We can choose to be the vessel for the
world to see God's love in us. John 13:35 says by this,
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another. We need to encourage one
another and build one another up. 1 Thessalonians 5:11.

We will have light refreshments
Your choice to make a fleece no-sew blanket or machine
sewn flannel blanket.
•

In an article titled Be a Human Infusion of Hope, Jon
Bloom discussed how we live in a deluge of
discouragement. Mr. Bloom said a fallen human heart is
trained to see other's weakness, mistakes, and sins.
Humans use negativity to lighten their own discouraged
hearts. Encouragement is the weapon to combat this
negativity. Romans 15:5 tells us that our God of
encouragement gives us the sword of the Spirit. The

•

For fleece blanket, bring a 2 yard piece of 58-60″
wide fleece fabric, a pair of sharp fabric scissors and
a ruler
For flannel blanket, bring 4 yards of 44″ wide
flannel fabric, sewing machine and sewing supplies

For more info, please contact Cindy Cope,
cindyjo5@comcast.net, 609-790-7456 (cell), or Rae
Caputo, raecaputo@yahoo.com, 609-417-4444 (cell).
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR HURTING WORLD!
At Christmas time, we are surrounded by requests to give to others who need help, and it's no different here at FUMC.
Here's a look at some of the amazing ways our church family responded to Jesus' call to help “the least of these”!
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.” - Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

Mitten Tree

Diaper Drive Challenge

Diapers to help low-income families who
struggle to provide enough diapers for their
babies were donated to the Maker's Place, a
new United Methodist Hope Center in Trenton.
451 items were donated to Catholic Charities
Emergency Services in Delanco, where they will
be distributed to those in Burlington County who
are in need.

Angel Tree

Light Harbor Stocking
Thanks to our church family, Thursday
night youth group MCF, and the many
elves working hard to decorate and pack
the bags, transport all the boxes of gifts,
and hand out the Christmas gifts we were
able to bring some joy to every resident
(135) at Avista Healthcare in Cherry Hill
this past Christmas. Some of our church
family selected names from our red
stocking to purchase a special Christmas
gift for (34) residents with little or no
family. Once again, I am happy to say every resident
received a special gift. Thank you for your generosity.
I wish to thank all the volunteers involved with the Sing
Alongs and monthly church services at Avista
Healthcare in 2018. As we start the New Year, I pray
that we may continue to serve the residents at Avista by
showing God's love and grace.

Bag after bag of gifts for children of all ages were
stored in Pastor HeyYoung's office until they could
be brought to the Neighborhood Center in Camden!
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Look for more info on the next 2 pages!
Page 8

The Messenger

MISSIONS & FAITH PROMISE WEEKEND
WHEN: SAT & SUN FEBRUARY 16 & 17
WHERE: FUMC
TIME: SATURDAY
1:00-3:00 - FELLOWSHIP HALL 3RD

ANNUAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

4:00 - SING ALONG WITH ALLAN HANLON
FOLLOWED BY A LITE DINNER FOR ALL
5:30 - SERVICE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL W/ SPEAKER ALEX SIMPSON OF CRU MINISTRIES

ALL DAY
OUR 1ST ATTEMPT TO FILL A SMALL CAR WITH
MEN AND WOMENS UNDERWEAR.

“UNDIES FOR THE UNDERDOG”

ALL UNDERWEAR WILL BE USED FOR THE CAMDEN BREAKFAST MINISTRY
SUNDAY
7:45 AM - UMM ( UNITED METHODIST MEN) BREAKFAST - SPEAKER REV DAVID BAILEY OF
RANCH HOPE MINISTRIES
8:30 - SERVICE SPEAKER ALEX SIMPSON OF CRU MINISTRIES
9:30 & 11:00 - SERVICES SPEAKER REV DAVID BAILEY OF RANCH HOPE MINISTRIES
Continued on next page
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Missions & Faith Promise Weekend, continued
As we embark on yet another year, I want to take the time to reflect and comment on what we have gone through as a
church. We have suffered losses and triumphs. We are strong. We are Methodists. More importantly…WE ARE
FAMILY. So let's get in there and get our feet wet and dirty. Let's work missions. Let's do our part to be a part of this
church. Get involved. We tell our children growing up to get involved in school activities. It is a fact that if you get
involved…you will succeed!!
As I am writing this we do not know our final number of money collected through your Faith Promise 2018. The
calculations thus far are tremendous. What you all promised is what we brought in! You are amazing. I have faith that
over 2019 we are going to build and grow and be stronger than we ever have been.
How do we do this? We bond. We pray. We welcome and say hi to anyone who looks new. We have been charged with
jumping into the deep end and going out of our comfort zones. I get it. What I want is for us to be the best that we can
be. Move forward and stop looking at our losses. Let's focus on our accomplishments. As far as I am concerned, the best
of the best are still by my side.
Luke 6:48 is a great comparison to our family here at 1st Church.
He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the
stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.
Please take time between now and February to search your hearts and pray intentionally for what you will trust
in and have faith that God will provide for you to commit as your Faith Promise for 2019.
It is my true privilege to know and worship along with all of you.
In God loving and most powerful Grace and on the behalf of the commission team,
Judi Angelow
Mission Chair
*********
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
PRISM FUNDRAISER
Save the date! Friday, February 8, 2019 - Comedy
Night with Taylor Mason at the First Baptist Church,
19 West Main St., Moorestown. This is a benefit for the
LGBTQ Safe Space program for youth (PRISM) and the
Community Garden. Taylor is a Moorestown resident
and internationally-performing comedian. Tickets will
go on sale soon and more details will follow.
Questions: please contact Norma Wright, 609-932-3428
or nccav@aol.com.

Vocalists Lenny Edwards & Kathy Marshall have
enchanted audiences and won rave reviews in
performances all over the world. Lenny is retired from
The Blue Notes; Kathy has performed for years in
musical theater and with major symphony orchestras.
Together they are truly “Unforgettable”...The Duet
You'll Never Forget!
Noon - Fellowship; 12:25 - Devotions; 12:45 - Brunch;
1:45 - Program. Bring a brunch dish for 10 people. For
reservations, call the Rudolphs or Sue Adams. RSVP by
Jan. 16th. Bring a friend and don't forget your place
settings!
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