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FEBRUARY 2019

CHANGE IN
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
February 23-26, 2019

Effective February 1st, the church office hours will be
8:30am-4:30pm, Monday through Friday.
Joan
Flamini, Office Administrator, will be in the office from
8:30-12:30, and Karen Halligan, Membership &
Financial Secretary, will be there from 12:30-4:30.

The following information about the upcoming special
General Conference session is found on the Greater NJ
Annual Conference website, on the page about “The
Way Forward”. For more information, go to
https://www.gnjumc.org/the-way-forward/

*******
MISSIONS WEEKEND
Feb. 16th & 17th

About the Special Session of General Conference
In February, United Methodists throughout the world
will come together to discern how our denomination
will move forward concerning issues of human sexuality
in the church. A Special Session of General Conference
has been called to consider three plans that have been
submitted.

Volleyball Tournament,
Sing-along and dinner
on Saturday
Missionary speakers at all
services
See pgs. 5 & 6 for more information!

Why is there a Special Session of the General
Conference?
In 2016, the General Conference asked the Bishops of
the United Methodist Church to lead a process that
would find a way forward for the church concerning
human sexuality and, in particular, the inclusion of gays
and lesbians in the church. The Commission on a Way
Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and
approved by the 2016 General Conference to do a
complete examination and possible revision of every
paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human
sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and
strengthen the unity of the church. They presented their
findings to the Council of Bishops who have
recommended a proposal for consideration at the Special
Session.

*******
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb. 3rd
Feb. 8th
Feb. 9th
Feb. 10-17
Feb. 10th
Feb. 10th
Feb.16-17
Feb. 16th
Feb. 17th
Feb. 17th
Feb. 18th
Feb. 22-23
Feb. 23-24
Feb. 23-26
Feb. 26th

Please be in pray for the leaders, delegates, and
proceedings of this Special Session.
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Hoagie Pick-up - 10:30-11am; Noon
My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Host IHN
Scout Sunday
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Missions Weekend
Missions volleyball - Noon
Men's Breakfast - 7:45am
Parents DIGG - 10:45am
Presidents Day - Church office closed
30 Hour Famine
Laity Weekend - all services
Special General Conference in St. Louis
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm

The Messenger
THE MUSIC OF
THE BEATLES
Sermon Series Continues
through February 10th

FROM
PASTOR TOM

“God's in Love!”

Secular music can sometimes provide us with profound
thoughts about life, love, and the presence of God in our
world. In a span of less than ten years, the Beatles did
just that with many of their songs. You're invited to
continue the journey down the long and winding road
with the First Church congregation as we use select
songs by the Fab Four to guide us in our weekend
reflections during worship. So, let's come together and
explore some deeper insight we might glean from the
music of the Beatles!

Let the earth bless the Lord, praise and exalt God above
all forever!
Mountains and hills, bless the Lord,
Everything growing from the earth, bless the Lord,
You springs, bless the Lord,
Seas and rivers, bless the Lord,
You dolphins and all water creatures, bless the Lord,
All you birds of the air, bless the Lord,
All you beasts, wild and tame, bless the Lord,
praise and exalt God above all forever.

*******
These beautiful words are taken from the extra
canonical portion of the Book of Daniel found in the
Hebrew Scriptures and are often referred to as “The
Prayer of Azariah.” While not a part of our Protestant
tradition, they nevertheless speak to our ever-evolving
appreciation of the sacred worth of nature itself, with all
of creation taking part in offering praise to God.
Whether birds, beasts, mountains, hills, springs, or
dolphins, all nature is in the blessing business!

HAVE YOU NOTICED ALL THE
SOLAR PANELS ON THE ROOF?
Important things to know: #1 They cost the
church NOTHING. #2 We buy the electricity they
make, but it costs us less than buying it from PSE&G so
it's saving us money. #3 We're saving God's Earth,
going green and reducing our carbon footprint. In the
agreement, a company paid for the panels, their
installation and to maintain them. We agree to buy the
power they generate. And the power cost is fixed and
less than we currently pay for power. Win-Win-Win !

I was thinking about this passage in the context of our
broader understanding of God's love for all creation,
particularly as we celebrate that one aspect of love,
“romantic love,” on Valentine's Day. Love always needs
a recipient - and that applies to God as well. With this in
mind, it's not hard to see that we are not the sole objects
of God's love. God's been in love with creation for a
very long time!

John Halligan, Property Chairman
*******
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
On February 16 a group of local musicians from The
Greater Pinelands Dulcimer Society will present an
enjoyable concert using mountain and hammered
dulcimers and a variety of other instruments. Their
selections from old time mountain music to Irish jigs
and airs plus harp tunes will get everyone clapping and
humming along. An afternoon to remember. The
program follows our covered dish luncheon. Prepare a
covered dish enough for ten people. For reservations
call the Whites at 856-235-3723 or the Murrays at 856266-0083. Schedule is:
Noon:
Fellowship time
12:25 PM: Devotions
12:30 PM: Lunch
1:45 PM: Program
Bring a friend and don't forget your place settings.

We are just now catching up to this more inclusive way
of looking at our world and everything in it. God doesn't
just love us - and so it makes sense that we should
reflect God's love for the created world by using what
we've been given wisely and with a reverence for the
blessings that we receive through nature.
So even in these sometimes-bleak winter months, let's
take a moment to rekindle our love for creation. When
we do this, we are “blessing the Lord” no less than
birds, beasts, mountains, hills, springs, or dolphins.
Amen!
Pastor Tom
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F R OM T H E D I R E C T O R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“ Protect this good thing that has been placed in your trust
through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” 2 Timothy 1:14 (CEB)
and love that are in Christ Jesus. Paul wants us all to
protect what has been placed in us through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Paul tells us to not be ashamed of the
testimony that we have had and to make sure we share
it.

Welcome to February 2019! Sometimes I still think it is
2009 and that the “1” is a typing error, oh well I guess I
need to buy into this year and appreciate where I am
now.
As I reflect on the past 10 years though, I am reminded
that things change, people change, families change;
especially church families and hopefully I've changed as
well (and not just because of my age). Most times
change is good and I believe it is necessary to
acknowledge that when change occurs so does our
“testimony”, our story, our faith story.

Our life story is a testimony to the power of God in our
lives only if we acknowledge how God has brought us
through each day and especially the most difficult times.
How has your testimony changed over the last 10 years?
Mine has had many joys, many challenges and many
changes however, the one thing that has not changed is
my growing desire to depend on the power of God
through the witness of Jesus Christ and the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit to help me face each and every day.

The dictionary's definition of the word Testimony is;
1a: a solemn declaration usually made orally by a
witness under oath in response to interrogation by a
lawyer or authorized public official
b: firsthand authentication of a fact : EVIDENCE
c: an outward sign

I am ready to take on
thanksgiving…are YOU?

2019

with

joy

and

Grace & Peace,
Karen Murray, DCE

2a: an open acknowledgment
b: a public profession of religious experience
In the verses leading up to the one written above from 2
Timothy 1, Paul is writing to Timothy from his prison
cell. He is encouraging Timothy to stay on course and to
use Paul's testimony of suffering to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Paul “was appointed a messenger, apostle, and
teacher of this good news” (vs. 11) and he was not
ashamed to share all he experienced whether good or
bad because he placed his trust in the mighty power of
God.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Children's Youth Group - Thursdays Feb. 7th, 21st &
28th
Prayer & Pilates - every Monday, Wednesday &
Thursday 5:30-6:30 in the Heritage Room.
The Education Department's Annual “Winter
Mission Adventure” for February will be the
collection of Cleaning Supplies to be donated to The
Neighborhood Center in Camden.
If you would like to learn more about our “Adventures”
please contact Karen Murray.

Paul is telling Timothy and us that we too need to hold
onto the 'pattern of sound teaching' with the same faith

*********
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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MUSIC NOTES

Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.
But, Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
The sky, not the grave, is our goal;
Oh, trump of the angel! Oh, voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul!
And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

Recently I watched a special on PBS with the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir. In this special they did a dramatic
recounting of the hymn “It Is Well With My Soul.”
While I knew the basics of the story behind the hymn, I
really had no idea all that had occurred within the life of
Horatio Spafford the author. It is truly a remarkable and
inspiring story.
Horatio Gates Spafford was a prominent American
lawyer, who with his wife Anna, lived in Chicago, was
also a church elder in the Presbyterian Church. They had
invested in real-estate which they lost in the Great Fire
of Chicago in 1871. Just prior to this they lost a son to
Scarlet Fever. In a desire to give his family a time to
rest, they planned a trip to Europe. However, due to an
unexpected business need, Horatio needed to stay behind
for a few days while his wife and 4 daughters sailed
ahead via the French ocean liner, Ville du Havre, on
November 21, 1873. It was during the crossing that the
ship collided with the sea vessel Loch Ern. As the ship
sank, Anna was unable to hold onto her 4 daughters and
subsequently they drowned at sea. After 9 days Anna
was pulled from the ocean and taken to Cardiff, Wales.
She sent a telegram to her husband saying, “Saved alone,
what shall I do?” Not long after Horatio sailed out to
join his grieving wife. This hymn is said to have been
penned as he approached the area of the ocean thought
to be where the ship carrying his wife and daughters
sank.

The story goes on to say Horatio and Anna later had
three more children, but another son also died, of
pneumonia. After the birth of their youngest daughter,
they moved to Jerusalem where they devoted their lives
to philanthropic work among the people regardless of
their religious affiliation. Because of this, they gained
the respect and trust of the Muslim, Jewish and Christian
communities. On October 16, 1888 four days before his
60th birthday, Horatio Spafford succumbed to malaria
and was buried in Mount Zion Cemetery in Jerusalem.
As you can imagine the whole retelling was set to the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir singing this hymn. It was
absolutely chilling. Yet as I watched this unfold it
reminded me that all of us face something in our lifetime
be it illness, loss, depression; the list is different for
each. I thought about how the Spafford's carried on after
a lifetime of tragedy. It's almost beyond comprehension,
but really, it's not, because, “though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control, That Christ hath
regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own
blood for my soul.” We know that our Heavenly Father
surrounds us each and every day through this journey of
life with his unfailing love! In knowing that, it is well, it
is well with my soul!!

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain:
It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
My sin-oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:
If Jordan above me shall roll,
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life

Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader
*******
Deaths:
Shirley Wagner on
January 11, 2019
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MISSIONS & FAITH PROMISE WEEKEND
WHEN: SAT & SUN FEBRUARY 16 & 17
WHERE: FUMC
TIME: SATURDAY
1:00-3:00 - FELLOWSHIP HALL 3RD

ANNUAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

4:00 - SING ALONG WITH ALLAN HANLON
FOLLOWED BY A LITE DINNER FOR ALL
5:30 - SERVICE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL W/ SPEAKER ALEX SIMPSON OF CRU MINISTRIES

ALL DAY
OUR 1ST ATTEMPT TO FILL A SMALL CAR WITH

MEN AND WOMENS UNDERWEAR.
“UNDIES FOR THE UNDERDOG”

ALL UNDERWEAR WILL BE USED FOR THE CAMDEN BREAKFAST MINISTRY
SUNDAY
7:45 AM - UMM ( UNITED METHODIST MEN) BREAKFAST - SPEAKER REV DAVID BAILEY
OF RANCH HOPE MINISTRIES
8:30 - SERVICE SPEAKER ALEX SIMPSON OF CRU MINISTRIES
9:30 & 11:00 - SERVICES SPEAKER REV DAVID BAILEY OF RANCH HOPE MINISTRIES
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