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COMBINED
MOTHER'S DAY SERVICE
Mother's Day, May 12th, will be a celebration of the
Christian Family in a service led by our Youth!!
We will have one service that weekend at 10:00 AM.
Please come and support our youth of all ages!!

FUMC PARTICIPATING IN
MOORESTOWN COMMUNITY YARD SALE!
Saturday, May 11th
FUMC has signed up to be one of the sites for the
Moorestown Community Yard Sale, being held on
Saturday, May 11th from 7:00am - 4:00pm. For a $20
donation (to benefit Missions) you can set up a table and
sell your items - you keep any money you make. Set up
time begins at 6:00am. Our youth will be setting up
tables for a $5 donation to Youth Programs, as well as
washing cars!

*******
RUMMAGE SALE RESULTS
Thank you to all who helped with the Rummage Sale.
We raised $7,098.53. If this was your first time helping,
we hope you had a great experience and are excited to
help in October at the next sale. To the “regular”
helpers, your work and diligence is such a blessing. It
truly was a whole church event. Once again, thank you
so much.
The Rummage Sale Committee

Or, if you missed donating to the Rummage Sale, you
can donate salable items for the Missions Commission
to sell at the yard sale. Donations will be accepted in the
Education lobby (near the elevator) from 9-11am
Sunday May 5th and from 1-6pm Friday May 10th.
(Please note - proceeds from these donated items go
entirely to support Missions).
Don't forget to come shop at the Yard Sale. Come out
and enjoy the community effort - perhaps a treasure
awaits you!
***
In conjunction with the Community Yard Sale, the
Missions Commission will launch the start of
Ebay Sales!
If you have items that you think would sell well on ebay
and do not have the time or knowledge to do it yourself,
then bring your items that day and get all signed up.
You will get a portion of the sales and the balance goes
to support our missionary budget.
For detailed info and questions, email
stevefeerrar@yahoo.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 1st
May 4th
May 5th
May 10th
May 10th
May 11th
May 11th
May 11th
May 12th
May 12th
May 18th
May 27th
May 28th
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Sing-Along at Avista - 10:30am
Community Christian Choir concert-7pm
Yard sale donation drop-off - 9-11am
The Tender Golf Outing - 12:00 noon
Yard sale donation drop-off - 1-6pm
Community Yard Sale - 7am - 4pm
Parents DIGG - 9:00-11:00am
No 5:30 worship service
Mother's Day combined service -10am
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Memorial Day - church office closed
Crafts for Good - 7:00-8:30pm
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FROM
P AS T O R T O M

“Our Glorious Burden…Our Highest Calling”
34

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
- John 13:34-35

It's easy to take Moms for granted, isn't it? It's like how
one Mother's Day card I saw recently put it: “Forget the
housework, Mom. It's your day. Besides, you can
always do double duty and catch up on Monday!” But
being a Mom isn't just about keeping the house clean.
It's more about the reason why so many women do what
they do for their families. Being a Mom is about giving
a significant part of yourself for the sake of your
children. It's about something that we Christians call
“agape” or unconditional love.

On this Mother's Day, friends, let's remember that love
may be our “glorious burden” - but as those created in
the image of God, it's also our “highest calling.” May we
live out that calling in all that we say and do as
followers of the one who first loved us.
Happy Mother's Day!
Pastor Tom
*******

Referring to “agape,” someone once wrote that “Love is
the glorious burden of the Christian.” How's that for an
oxymoron! In other words, as wonderful as love is, it
isn't easy! When Jesus commands us in John's gospel to
“Love one another as I have loved you,” he has given us
one of the most difficult tasks that we will ever attempt
in our lifetimes - and when he says, “Love your enemy”
in Matthew's gospel, he's expecting us to do what is
nearly impossible for us to do.

NOTE OF THANKS
The Light Harbor Ministry would like to thank all the
families/individuals who took part in our Easter Basket
Program at Avista Healthcare this year. Due to your
generosity all residents received an Easter gift. Thanks
again!

And of course, we know about this from firsthand
experience. Christians don't see eye to eye on lots of
issues: politics, war, homosexuality, global warming not to mention how we baptize, how we celebrate
communion, and how we interpret scripture. But if we
say that “God is love,” as it says in the first letter of
John, and if we're called to show the world what God is
like, to make God “real” or “incarnate” for a skeptical
world, then how can we possibly see Christian love as
anything less than our highest calling in life?
Mother's Day is a great day to be reminded that we have
to set the bar very high when it comes to the type of
love that God intends for all creation. For those who
follow in the way of Jesus, love can never be the
exception, it must always be the rule - and it must be the
rule, because as children of God, we are loved
unconditionally, undeservedly, and without exception.
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F R OM T H E D I R E C T O R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

19 Praise the Lord; praise God our savior! For each day he carries us in his arms.
Psalm 68:19 (NLT)
First of all I want to say “thank you” for your love, support and well wishes as the announcement that I was appointed
to Masonville- Rancocas United Methodist Church as their Pastor beginning July 1, 2019 was shared. I have received
cards, hugs and so many expressions of love and appreciation. Truly each one has been a blessing.
Today, (April 10th) I am finally having a few moments to let this all sink in. As I sit and write this article I am humbled
and honored that God has paved the way for me to become a Pastor in the United Methodist Church. I will carry this
opportunity with joy, hope, peace and absolute love.
As far as what the future looks like for me at First UMC, that is something that is being worked out through the StaffParish Relations Committee and the Pastors. As soon as all the details are in place I am sure they will be shared. In the
meantime, I am here as your Christian Education Director and I will continue to serve with the same love and energy I
have since I was first hired as Director of Youth Ministries in 2000. This Church has not just been my place of
employment but it has been a lifeline to God and a place where I have grown in my love and service to God through
Jesus Christ.
The scripture above truly sums up this time for me as I look to what the future in ministry holds. I will “Praise the
Lord;” and I know that “…each day he carries us (me) in his arms.” Yes, some things are changing but “The steadfast
love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is God's
faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) God's faithfulness will continue here at First UMC just as God's faithfulness will
be upon the community in Masonville and I pray that together we can continue to make disciples for the transformation
of the world.
Again, thank you from the bottom of my heart for your continued love and support.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Karen Murray, DCE

COMING UP
August 19th - 23rd - VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Theme: To Mars and Beyond. The program will be from 9:00
am-12:00 noon. “Family Appreciation Night” will be on Thursday, August 22nd at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary, followed
by the PEACH FESTIVAL on Friday the 23rd beginning at 4:30pm.
*********
Deaths:
Baptism:

Jane Leonberg
on February 17, 2019

Allen Matthew Cannizzaro, Jr.
on March 10, 2019; son of
Allen & Regina Cannizzaro, Sr.

Bertha Bendel
on April 2, 2019
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ABBA'S ANIMALS
AFFAIRS

MUSIC NOTES

The animal rescue organizations we
support want to express their gratitude to
all of you who have made donations to them. Having
lost their long-time supplier, the Animal Sanctuary's
need for dry dog food continues, as does the BC Animal
Shelter's need for small used ink cartridges for
purchasing office supplies at Staples. In addition to the
usual items of pet food, litter, and linens, their wish lists
also include: new or used T-shirts; liquid hand soap and
hand sanitizer; bleach or other disinfectants; liquid
laundry detergent and dryer sheets. Donations can be
placed in the Abba's Animals cabinet in the hallway on
the Pleasant Valley side of the Parlor.

We have two more musical events in May and June.
You will want to be sure that you have them on your
calendar!! First up is The Community Christian Choir
on Saturday, May 4th at 7PM in the Sanctuary. We will
be welcoming this wonderful choir from Mercer
County. The ages range from children through Adults,
they are approximately 125 voices strong. It will be a
special evening of great music. The free will offering
will benefit our Missions Commission, to aid in their
continuing outreach. (See pg. 5 for more information)
The next concert will be Sunday, June 2nd also at 7PM.
We will host the youth from the First United Methodist
Church in Boise, Idaho; also known as the Cathedral of
the Rockies! This concert is part of their mission tour.
They will bring the gift of music through song and
bells!! Our youth will host them for dinner after their
arrival prior to the concert.

Now that warmer weather has arrived, so has “kitten
season.” This is the time of year for unspayed cats,
whether they be stray, feral or pets, to produce litters of
kittens. If you become aware of a litter of kittens living
outside with their feral mother, do not try to rescue the
kittens until they are eight weeks old. At that point,
they should be weaned and will have learned the needed
“cat skills” from their mother. This is the proper time to
contact a rescue agency to trap the babies, who can be
socialized and adopted, and the mother, who can be
spayed and released back into her territory.

As part of their time with us we will need to host the
youth overnight. I see this as an opportunity to pay it
forward. We were so blessed on all of our Youth
Handbell Tours to be hosted overnight by wonderful
families, now it's our turn!! We will need between 12
and 15 host families. Please prayerfully consider having
two youth stay Sunday night. If you would like this
opportunity please contact me at donna@meetwithgod
.com or 856-222-9369. I'm planning on hosting a pair,
so now we only need 11-14 hosts!!

Unweaned kittens that are “rescued” and taken to the
shelter by well-meaning people, usually don't survive,
even when a shelter volunteer willing to bottle feed
them is available. You can help by ensuring that your
pet cat, male or female, is neutered. If you are willing to
foster kittens until they are ready to adopt, contact
Margie Morgan, 856-764-1247 or margmorgan75@
gmail.com. This can be a lot of fun and doesn't require
a long-term commitment.

I hope that you will come and support both of these
outstanding groups as they share their ministry through
music!!

*******

Blessings,
Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader

UMM NEWS
The Tender Charity Golf Outing is Friday, May
10 at Ramblewood Country Club. 12:00pm lunch and registration. Includes golf, lunch, on-course
refreshments, and dinner ($150). 2:00pm shotgun start.
Dinner-only option available ($75). Contact Rick
Jagodzinski,
rick.jagodzinski@ml.com
or
see
TheTender.org. See the UMM bulletin board outside
Fellowship Hall for more info. This is a great cause and
a great time! This event is the kick-off for our FUMC
Spring Golf league!

*******

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING
JULY 7-13?

ADVENTURESERVE MINISTRIES
MUSIC & MISSION TRIP

We are looking for a few more adult leaders to join us
for this year's mission trip to The Philadelphia Project.
I'm Melissa O'Donnell and for the past 7 years, I have
had the privilege and honor of coordinating and
participating in our annual mission trip to The
Philadelphia Project. I'd be more than happy to answer
any logistical questions you might have concerning the
dates, cost, responsibilities, etc., but if you'd like to hear
more about this amazing opportunity, please ask any of
our youth who have served on TPP. You won't be
disappointed. Contact Melissa O'Donnell, 856-9122570 or melissaleighodonnell@comcast.net.

Our Youth Summer Mission has changed. Instead of
Kentucky, we are heading to Mount Union, PA June 2330. We will work in the community in the beginning of
the week (we are looking for home repair), then we will
proceed to “Creation Festival Northeast”, where we will
help with set up and work on a recycle project for the
remainder of the week. Last year we recycled 1.75
tons of plastic! That's over 1.5 tons more than the
year before when we weren't helping! There is
definitely a need for this eco-service project! The trip
is for all students, families, etc. More will follow as far
as an information meeting, etc. Check out Creation
online, www.creationfest.com. For questions or if you
are interest in going, contact Kathy Clawges, Youth
Director at kclawges@gmail.com or 856-912-1148.

*******
DIVORCECARE SESSIONS
BEGIN MAY 2nd
Designed for people who are
considering divorce, are separated
or recently divorced, and even
those who have been divorced for
years but are still struggling, this
13-week structured video seminar
series features some of the nation's foremost experts on
divorce and recovery topics. After viewing the video,
DivorceCare participants spend time as a support group,
discussing that week's video seminar and what is going
on in the lives of group members. Each week focuses
on a different subject, and people are welcome to join at
any time. The 13-week session will run Thursdays from
6:30-8:30pm May 2nd through July 25th. To register,
go to the DivorceCare homepage (www.divorcecare
.org) and enter Moorestown, NJ. Select First United
Methodist Church under “Current Groups” and follow
the prompts. There is a $15 registration fee to cover the
cost of the workbook (scholarships available) and
childcare is provided.

*******
RECONCILING EVENT
Philly Pride Festival 2019
Please help us support the LGBTQ Pride Festival! This
event is the largest celebrating LGBTQ pride in the
region, attracting 25,000 each year. Please consider
supporting our table by volunteering for a 2-hour shift
on Sunday, June 9 at Penn's Landing in Philadelphia
from noon to six. We will have information about
FUMC and some additional give-aways at the table.
For more details about this event, please email Lisa
Kulp at trklkk@comcast.net.
*******
NOT ON OUR EMAILED
“MESSENGER LIST YET?
Did you know that the church newsletter is available
electronically? If you still receive a mailed paper copy
of your monthly “Messenger” and would like to help us
“go green” and save some money too, let us know that
you would like to be added to our email list! You'll
receive an email from the church each month with a link
to the page on the church website where you can get the
current issue, as well as back issues and the calendar
pages. Just email church@meetwithGod.com, or call
the church office at 856-235-0450.

*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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