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YOUNG ORGANISTS
COMPETITION

GRADUATING FROM
HIGH SCHOOL
OR COLLEGE?

First United Methodist Church will be the host to the
Young Organists Competition as part of the MidAtlantic Regional Convention which is hosted by the
Southwest Jersey Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. The competition itself is open to the public
on Saturday, June 29th at 2PM in our Sanctuary. Please
come and support these up and coming young organists!

Each year our church honors the
achievement of those in our congregation who are
graduating from High School and College. If you have
a name you want listed, call the church office, 856-2350450 or email joan@meetwithGod.com with the
student's name, high school or college they are
graduating from and their degree. Names will be
printed in our bulletin on June 15/16. Please submit
names no later than June 7th. Thank you and
congratulations to all the 2019 graduates!

*******
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

*******

The next Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled
for Tuesday, June 18 from 1:30 to 6:30 in Fellowship
Hall. If you are blessed with good health, please
consider sharing that gift with those in need. To make
an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org, stop by the
table in the Narthex, or contact Jen Dunne at
jendunne1@gmail.com or 856-979-6329. Thank you!

Mark your Calendars!
SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION
(last day of the Sunday School session)
June 9th, 9:30am
Special activities for children's classes
Summer Sunday School begins July 7th
Ages 5 - 2nd grade

*******

See pg. 3 for more information

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

*******
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
IS COMING SOON!
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is scheduled for August
19-23, 9:00am-12 noon. The theme this year is “To
Mars and Beyond”. Registrations are due soon www.meetwithGod.com. Family Appreciation Night is
Thursday, August 22 at 7pm in the Sanctuary, and don't
miss the Peach Festival on Friday, August 23 beginning
at 4:30pm!

Jun. 2nd
Jun. 9th
Jun. 9th
Jun. 9th
Jun. 11th
Jun. 15th
Jun. 16th
Jun. 18th
Jun. 23-30
Jun. 25th
Jun. 29th
Jun. 30th
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Epworth Chorale & Bells concert - 7:00pm
Sunday School last day celebration-9:30am
Last day of MYF
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Father's Day
Blood Drive - 1:30 - 6:30pm
Youth at AdventureServe/Creation
Crafts for Good - 7:00 - 8:30pm
AGO competition - 2:00pm
AGO finalists Recital - 2:30pm
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F RO M
PASTOR TOM

“Let the Same Mind Be in You!”
“I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion,
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
Philippians 4:2-3
These obscure verses found in the concluding chapter of
Paul's letter to the Philippians have always fascinated
me. Something is happening in the church at Philippi something so important that Paul feels the need to write
to the church members about it. And what's really
frustrating is that I'll never know exactly what that
“something” is, because Paul doesn't talk about it!

doesn't dismiss their argument as being childish or
trivial. He doesn't take sides. He doesn't practice
avoidance. What does he do? He appeals to their
common faith, urging them to “be of the same mind in
the Lord.” This doesn't mean that they have to agree on
whatever it is that's separating them - but they do have
to be “sisters” in the faith, Paul would say - sisters who
“stand firm in the Lord.”

We can, however, glean something of the situation
based on what Paul has addressed previously. Paul has
been focusing really on just one main idea - and it
comes from the famous Christ hymn of chapter two:
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”
In other words, adopt the same mindset that Jesus
himself demonstrated during his earthly ministry. Why
does Paul emphasize this teaching? It could very well be
that Paul loves this community so much and he has such
high hopes that they will continue to be a “light to the
world,” as he says, that he feels the need to address this
thorny situation involving Euodia, Syntyche, and this
mysterious “loyal companion” using the appeal that they
“be of the same mind in the Lord.”

Paul also doesn't expect them to do this by themselves.
He expects his “loyal companion” (and by extension,
everyone else in the church) to encourage them and to
be a part of this process. When there's a riff going on, it's
the community's responsibility to create an environment
where healing, and wholeness, and reconciliation can
take place - where the Spirit can do its work of bringing
resolution to the situation.
What a beautiful blueprint Paul leaves with us! And so,
if anyone of us is involved in anything where we find
ourselves “stubbornly holding on” to our view of things,
or wanting to “save face” in every instance, or always
wanting to “be right,” or determined to “show up the
other person” - let us take a breath… let us step back…
let us take another look.

Another factor to consider is that Paul is writing this
letter from prison and he may just be thinking that his
life is drawing to a close. So, he might be getting a little
nostalgic here, thinking of his brothers and sisters in
Philippi as one of his greatest achievements. So, when
he discovers that something's going on in Philippi some kind of a tiff, or squabble, or spat involving these
two women that Paul knows very well and has done
good work with in the past - he naturally is concerned.
He knows that when you let things fester, little problems
turn into big problems - and the work of the gospel is
put into jeopardy.

Let us “stand firm” - but let us “stand firm in the Lord”
who calls us to a higher ground of humility so that the
Christ within us can live, and we can “be of the same
mind in the Lord.”
Peace!
Pastor Tom
*******

I think what Paul is giving us here is a good blueprint
for how we can handle disagreements and conflict, not
only in the church, but also in a broader way specifically, in our own relationships and dealing with
people. He respects the two persons involved. He

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“Give thanks to the Lord because he is good. God's faithful love lasts forever!”
Psalm 136:1 (CEB)
Psalm 136 is absolutely one of my favorite Psalms. After every statement there is a written declaration that I believe
each person should remember at all times. “God's faithful love lasts forever”. Most of the statements begin with “Give
thanks…” except for the few that need to finish the reason for giving thanks.
Imagine that crowds of people are gathered in the Temple Courts and a priest or Levite calls out a reason to give God
thanks, and God's people respond with “God's faithful love lasts forever!” Just think how beautiful that would have
sounded all the voices giving thanks and praise to God for God's faithfulness.
As Bob and I approach this next season of our lives, it has caused me to spend some time reflecting over the years we
have been at First United Methodist Church, Moorestown and after every memory or random thought I find myself
giving thanks over and over to God then repeating “God's faithful love lasts forever.”
This is a place where God's faithful love resides. This is a place where genuine care and grace have a home and I know
that in the midst of the upcoming changes to the Christian Education department, God's faithful love will still be very
obvious.
A few weeks ago on a Wednesday night a group of people gathered in the Heritage Room to hear about how the
Christian Education department changes and me only working part-time will affect them and their ministries. Gathered
were Sunday School teachers, youth helpers, Bible study facilitators, nursery workers, and other church leaders. The
room was filled with people who care about sharing God's love and witnessing to their faith by serving all people. As
John Wesley would say, “My heart was strangely warmed”. It truly was. I know that even though the duties of this
position are changing and my hours here are fewer, I have no doubt that all that God has planned will succeed.
I am truly thankful for each member and friend of this church and I look forward to seeing how God uses each person to
bring God glory. “Give thanks…God's faithful love lasts forever.
Ok, now go take the time to read Psalm 136 and see how God's faithful love revealed itself and continues to do so.
May God Bless You today and always,
Karen Murray, DCE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Vacation Bible School registrations are due soon! Go to www.meetwithGod.com to register. Dates are August 1923rd, 9am - noon. (Volunteers Needed)
Summer Sunday School begins July 7th at 9:30am for children ages 5-2nd grade. We will meet in room E-104.
Volunteer Teachers & Helpers are needed. Please email Karen Murray at education@meetwithGod.com to volunteer.
Prayer & Pilates will continue on Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 5:30 in the Heritage Room. Just show up &
join in. ALL Adults welcome.
*********
Deaths:
Mark Morgan
on April 23, 2019

Jim Graef
on May 5, 2019
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Shirley Boren
on May 9, 2019
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MUSIC NOTES

On June 2nd we will celebrate the Music
Ministry of our church!! I have been so blessed being a
part of the music program here since I was five years
old! I started with Miss Sally Ann in Primary Choir and
there has been no turning back!! I have been very
fortunate to have had such wonderful and influential
Directors of Music in my life, Liz Miller, Joel Krott,
John Wilson, Bob Young and Glenn Rodgers. Each
encouraged the journey in my faith walk through music!
To now be a part of the music team is an honor and
something I do not take lightly!

In association with the Trevor Project, join us
to hear about LGBT youth and suicide.
Learn how you can help!
Presenter: Liz Horton
Wednesday, June 5, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Heritage Room, FUMC
Refreshments Provided

The Music Ministry is unique and special because it is
in large part due to the participation of volunteers; from
our children and youth; to our Adult Choir and
Handbell Choir along with the Praise Singers and Band.
The day is set aside to not only celebrate the love of
music and dedication to the ministry, but to also
celebrate the gift of music that each and every one of
you brings each week! I am so very thankful and
grateful for your leadership in worship and the offering
of music to praise our Heavenly Father! You are such
an inspiration and it is such a joy to lead you and be a
part of such an amazing ministry. I thank each and
everyone of you for your dedication and gift of time, it
does not go unnoticed!

The Trevor Project is the leading national organization
providing crisis intervention and suicide prevention services to
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer & questioning
(LGBTQ) young people under 25.

LGBT SUICIDE FACTS
•
•
•

•

To close I would like to take a couple of verses from the
hymn When in Our Music God Is Glorified:

Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among young
people ages 10 to 24.
LGBT youth are almost five times as likely to have
attempted suicide compared to heterosexual youth.
Suicide attempts by LGBT youth and questioning youth
are 4 to 6 times more likely to result in injury, poisoning,
or overdose that requires treatment from a doctor or
nurse, compared to their straight peers.
LGBT youth who come from highly rejecting families are
8.4 times as likely to have attempted suicide as LGBT
peers who reported no or low levels of family rejection.

When in our music God is glorified,
and adoration leaves no room for pride,

*******

it is as though the whole creation cried

RECONCILING EVENT
Philly Pride Festival 2019

Alleluia!
Let every instrument be tuned for praise!

Please help us support the LGBTQ Pride Festival! This
event is the largest celebrating LGBTQ pride in the
region, attracting 25,000 each year. Please consider
supporting our table by volunteering for a 2-hour shift
on Sunday, June 9 at Penn's Landing in Philadelphia
from noon to six. We will have information about
FUMC and some additional give-aways at the table. For
more details about this event, please email Lisa Kulp at
trklkk@comcast.net.

Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always!!!
Alleluia!!
May God bless us with the faith to sing always and
forever! Amen!
Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader
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EPWORTH CHORALE YOUTH CHOIR
& EPWORTH RINGERS HANDBELL CHOIR
TO VISIT FROM CATHEDRAL OF THE ROCKIES ~ BOISE, IDAHO
The Epworth Chorale Youth Choir & Epworth Ringers will be presenting a concert of sacred music here at FUMC
Moorestown on Sunday, June 2nd at 7pm. The ensembles are comprised of 23 youth age 12-17 from Boise, Idaho,
representing more than a dozen local schools. The
Epworth Chorale serves as the resident choir at
the 9:00 service each week at the Cathedral of the
Rockies in Boise, Idaho. These young men &
women dedicate over 200 service hours each year
to learning & performing top quality music.
The Epworth Chorale was formed in the 1950s
under the direction of David and Nancy Wehr as
part of a graded choir program offering
professional musical education to those from age
3 to adulthood. Many of the youth in the current
Epworth Chorale have been singing in this
program since the age of 3! The Epworth Chorale
began touring in the early 1960s and have
continued to travel annually ever since, sharing
their Ministry through Music.
Under the direction of their current Director
of Music, Dr. Paul Aitken, the choir has
traveled to more than 30 U.S. states and 3
countries. Epworth has also been invited to
sing at Carnegie Hall, where they will present
a concert on June 15, 2020. The choir is
accompanied by Stephen Kuykendall; Steve
is also director of the Epworth Ringers -- a six
octave English handbell choir.
Composer/Conductor Paul A. Aitken is in his
seventeenth year as Director of Music &
Worship Arts at the Cathedral of the Rockies in Boise, Idaho, where he oversees more than twenty ensembles and seven
staff at the church's two campuses. His cantata, “And None Shall Be Afraid” was premiered at Carnegie Hall under
Aitken's direction in 2010, and will be presented there again on the 2020 MidAmerica Productions' season. In June
2019, Dr. Aitken will present “And None Shall Be Afraid” in Belgium and in France at his “Festival at Flanders.” In
2021, choirs from around the globe will sing a program of his music in the Holy Land as part of the International Choral
Music for Peace in Jerusalem.
Please join us for this special evening of music!
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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June Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148
AdventureServe Ministries Mission Trip
June 23 - June 29, 12pm - 12pm
LOCATION: Mount Union, PA
AdventureServe Ministries/Music & Missions Trip - We are heading to Mount Union, Pa, June 23rd 29th, 2019. We will work in the community in the beginning of the week, then proceed to “Creation
Festival Northeast”, where we will help with set up and work on a recycle project for the remainder of
the week. Last year we recycled 1.75 tons of plastic! That's over 1.5 tons more than the year before
when we weren't helping! There is definitely a need for this eco-service project! The trip is for all
students, families, etc. More will follow as far as an information meeting, etc. Please check out
Creation online www.creationfest.com. For questions or interested in going, please contact Kathy
Clawges, 856-912-1148 / kclawges@gmail.com.
MYF
June 9, 6pm - 8pm
LOCATION: FUMC
This will be our last Sunday night Youth Group meeting for the summer. Please come ready to get
messy & wet as we close out the year!
All incoming 6 graders are invited -- Come join the fun!!
YOUTH MIN SUMMER 2019

ALL JR. & Sr. HIGH YOUTH ARE INVITED!!

MISSION TRIPS:
June 23rd - 29th - AdventureServe Ministries/Music & Missions - Sr. High, College & Young Adults
July 7th - 13th - The Philadelphia Project Youth Mission Trip - Jr. & Sr. High
July 17th - Ocean City Beach Day Parents & siblings welcomed.
We will leave the church parking lot at 9:00am and return at 8:30pm
Cost: $10 for beach tag / spending money for boardwalk / bring bagged lunch
July 24th - Kickball & Apple Pie
Join us at 6-8pm in the church parking lot for “Kickball & Apple Pie”. Parents & siblings welcomed.
July 31st - “Movie Night” 6-8pm. Movie TBA
August 2nd - “A Closer Walk” Retreat on Wildwood beach
One day only. Leave Friday morning 7:00am. Cost per ticket $49 includes: rides + water parks, speaker, worship sessions &
t-shirt. Parents & siblings welcomed.
August 7th - Ocean City Beach Day Parents & siblings welcomed.
We will leave the church parking lot at 9:00am and return at 8:30pm
Cost: $10 for beach tag / spending money for boardwalk / bring bagged lunch
August 10th - Kayaking (cost & time TBA- will leave early morning) Parents & siblings welcomed.
August 14th - Six Flags (cost & time TBA)
August 19th - 23rd Vacation Bible School - Youth participation (community service hours given)
August 23rd- Peach Festival - Jr. & Sr. High participation (community service hours given)
August 28th- Ocean City Beach Day
We will leave the church parking lot at 9:00am and return at 8:30pm
Cost: $10 for beach tag / spending money for boardwalk / bring bagged lunch
***We will need drivers for our trips - if you are available, please let me know. Thank you!
For questions call, email or text: Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 kclawges@gmail.com
Page 6

The Messenger

Youth News, continued

Five Ways to Have a Fun, Less Stressful Summer Vacation
Jim Burns -President of HomeWord and Executive Director of
the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Pacific University
Family Vacation. Those are two words that strike fear into the hearts of many parents (and kids -- especially if they are
teenagers!) Some parents can get so wound up in the details of a summer family vacation that they don't have any fun.
Yet, family vacations don't need to be feared. They can be a tremendous source of bonding, relaxation, and fun while
building great memories.
Here's how to create a less stressful summer vacation:
1. Plan in advance. Planning ahead will often save you money on all of the big vacation expenses like airfare, hotels,
and even attractions. Making your plans well in advance will lighten your stress load and provide more freedom to
enjoy while on vacation.
2. Set realistic expectations. Set the expectations bar at a realistic level. A family vacation might be wonderful, but it
probably is not going to change your life. Don't expect vacation time to fix problems at home or work.
3. Leave work at home. Don't take work with you on vacation. Don't check your e-mail or text messages, and don't
answer your cell phone. It may take time when you go back to work to get back up to speed, but your family deserves
your full attention while on vacation. And you need time away from work as well!
4. Value your time together. On a vacation, your living, sleeping, and eating arrangements may well be different than
they are at home. You may not be able to find peace and quiet. Be aware of these factors going in and don't stress out
about them. Make the best of your circumstances, valuing these unique experiences and enjoying your family time
together.
5. Relax. You cannot see, do, and experience everything in one vacation. Don't even try. Don't script every minute of
your vacation. Leave room for spontaneity. Be willing to compromise on activities. No one ever gets to do everything
they want to do on vacation, but do your best to see that everyone in the family gets to do something that they enjoy.
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