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NOVEMBER 2019

OPEN INVITATION TO
THANKSGIVING DINNER

FALL FESTIVAL & HOEDOWN
Sunday, November 3rd
4:00 - 8:00 pm

As Thanksgiving draws near many of you will be busy
making your plans. Some will travel away while others
will be making arrangements for receiving loved ones.
Our church would like to celebrate this Thanksgiving
with you. If you would like to join us for a community
Thanksgiving celebration, you and your family are
welcome!

1st UMC Fellowship Hall
Sponsored by FUMC Youth Group
Please join us for a night of

Dinner will be Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28th, from 3:306pm in Fellowship Hall. If you would like to be our
guest, contact Pastor HeyYoung at 856-235-0450 by
Nov. 25th. Share this welcome with others!

family fellowship.
We'll have square dancing,
featuring Pat Cannon's

*******

Foot & Fiddle Dance Co.,
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

plenty of food, games & fun!
Admission: $10 Adult  $8 Seniors &
children under 12  $30 Family
Please bring a canned good for the food pantry
& your favorite Fall side dish to share
For more information contact
Kathy Clawges
kclawges@gmail.com  856-912-1148

Nov. 2nd
Nov. 3rd
Nov. 3rd
Nov. 8th
Nov. 9th
Nov. 10th
Nov. 10th
Nov. 16th
Nov. 16th
Nov. 16th
Nov. 17th
Nov. 17th
Nov. 22-23
Nov. 23rd
Nov. 23-24
Nov. 26th
Nov. 28th
Nov. 28th
Nov. 29th
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Church Conference, E. Brunswick
Daylight Saving Time ends
Fall Festival & Hoedown - 4:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 7:00-9:00pm
My Abba's Hands - 9:00am-3:00pm
Bruce Main (Urban Promise) preaching
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Eyes of Our Hearts - 7:00am
Fun & Faith Fellowship - 12:00-3:00pm
Phila Gay Men's Chorus concert-7:30pm
Men's Breakfast - 7:30am
Parents' DIGG - 10:45am
Youth Lock-In
Youth-Sponsored Work Day-8am-noon
Stewardship Weekend - all services
Crafts for Good - 7:00pm
Thanksgiving - church office closed
Community Thanksgiving dinner-3:30-6
Church office closed
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FROM
P AS T O R T O M

“Connecting with Community through Christ”
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
July, 2020 (five from inside the church community
and five from the wider community).
2. Increase our social media presence by hiring a
media consultant to evaluate the needs of our church
and assist in putting into place appropriate
recommendations that would be made.
3. Identify and implement three different “healing”
opportunities, including but not limited to worship
and study.

God has a plan for us as individuals, but God also has a
plan for us as a community of faith - and God is
counting on us to be co-creators in this planning
process. With that in mind, the leadership and staff of
First UMC met on a Saturday morning and early
afternoon in September to discern how God is inviting
us to co-create a plan for our church in 2020. Billed as a
“Leadership Conclave,” this time of visioning and
planning was designed to clarify our focus for the
coming year.

The conclave ended with a sense of excitement and
optimism for where God may be leading us through
these three goals and action items that directly relate to
our theme for 2020. So, stay tuned for more on how
we'll be “connecting with community through Christ” in
the new year!

Following a time of devotion that was led by Pastor
HeyYoung, I facilitated the discussion using small and
large group formats that addressed several topics:
1. How we “see” our church now and how we “see”
our church in the future.
2. What we think are the top five church killers.
3. What we identify as our biggest strengths and
growing edges.

Grace and Peace!
Pastor Tom
*******

These exercises generated lively discourse among the
staff and leadership which led us directly into the main
work for the conclave - determining a theme for 2020
that included both goals and action items. While many
ideas were offered, the consensus of the gathering
eventually narrowed to include “community,” (both
inside and outside of the four walls) and
“communication” (specifically in terms of how we
connect with our church community and the wider
community we serve). It was also decided that we need
to be clear about being “Christ-centered” in our
messaging. Following some additional wordsmithing,
the conclave agreed upon the following theme:

STEWARDSHIP WEEKEND
November 23rd & 24th
“From Mortar to Ministry Connecting With Community Through Christ”
Our annual fall stewardship campaign will begin the
first weekend of November, with messages centering on
how our community of faith can and does connect with
the community outside our walls.
You may have already received a letter with your
Estimate of Giving card enclosed. As we approach
Stewardship Weekend, please give prayerful
consideration to your 2020 support of our church's
ministry. We look forward to receiving your cards at
any worship service the weekend of Nov. 23-24. Cards
may also be mailed to the church office or dropped off
any time the office is open. Thank you for your faithful
support!

“Connecting with Community through Christ”
The leadership then developed
measurable goals and action items:

the

following,

1. Involve ten new persons in mission work by
offering a church-wide mission trip to Vermont in
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

1 Peter 1:14-15 (NRSV)
“Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15
Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct”
The words of 1 Peter suggest that we are accountable for all of our words and actions especially when we claim to be in
the family of God. But before we can be held accountable we must first recognize that something in our lives has
changed and that change starts with our relationship to God through Jesus Christ.
When was the last time you truly searched your heart and realized that by God's grace and calling on your life you were
changed? Changed from the inside out! What a tremendous blessing!
Recently I heard a sermon on the power of accepting the changes that make their way into our lives. The minister
suggested some people need to change habits, especially if that habit is damaging to their being. Some people need to
change location perhaps their home or job and still others need to change the way the present themselves.
As he was speaking I was reminded of this scripture from Matthew 15:11 (NRSV),
“11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”
Changing who were are, how we live, and the manner in which we speak can be very difficult but with the help of God,
the example of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit we have the ability to daily be changed and transformed
into the person that we are called to be.
This month is typically the time of the year when we are more aware of how thankful we should be for all that we have,
and that is great, but consider how thankful you are (or could be) if you recognized how God has changed you to be a
greater reflection of God's love, grace and mercy. This month let your light shine even brighter and give thanks to God
offering you the opportunity to change daily and “be holy yourselves in all your conduct.”
Happy Thanksgiving,
Karen Murray, DCE
“There is UNITY in CommUnity!”
Just a Few Reminders…
Our Thursday Youth Program is for children ages 5-5th grade. All are welcome! The program includes dinner, choir
& fellowship!
The Sunday School Classes have plenty of room. Feel free to join one! Classes meet at 9:30 & 11:00.
*********

Baptisms:
Margaret Rose Marsallo
on October 20, 2019; daughter of
Matthew & Courtney Marsallo

Deaths:
Robert Scheyhing
on October 3, 2019
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MUSIC NOTES

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
November 2nd

It's November and the first thing that comes to mind is
the word “thankful.” As Thanksgiving approaches, we
tend to think about the things we are thankful
for…family, friends, a roof over our heads, and the list
goes on and on. At times finding things to be thankful
for can be difficult, we get lost in the negative and
forget to look for the good in things. One of my favorite
Taize′ choruses always centers my thoughts, In the Lord
I'll Be Ever Thankful. Its short, simple melody and
message reminds us what we can always be thankful
for:

On Saturday, November 2, ALL churches on the
Capital District will engage in individual church
conferences in a shared location, at the Calvary Korean
UMC in East Brunswick.
Church Conferences,
sometimes called Charge Conferences are annual
meetings with church leaders and their District
Superintendent or an elder to review the business and
mission of the local church.
Why do we do Church Conferences? The purpose of a
Church Conference is to:
• review each congregation's previous year of
ministry, complete essential church business, and
affirm goals for the coming year
• Foster collaboration and an outward-focus among
all congregations by holding conferences in regional
groups to push us beyond our own boundaries to
make disciples for Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world
• Inspire, energize, and motivate local congregations
through high quality resourcing

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,
lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
This November may you always be thankful that our
Lord is near!

Everyone is invited to attend Church Conference, but
only church members may vote. The address is Calvary
Korean United Methodist Church, 572 Ryders Lane,
East Brunswick, NJ 08816.
FUMC's Church
Conference will be part of the afternoon session:

Blessings!
Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader
*******
LIGHT HARBOR
MINISTRY

11:00-12:45am

Every November, since 2006, Light Harbor Ministry
has hung a red Christmas Stocking in the narthex with
names of residents from a healthcare facility who have
little or no family to remember them on holidays. This
year we will have names from Avista Healthcare.
Details will be placed with the stocking and in the
bulletin so please look for our red Christmas Stocking
hanging in the narthex around Thanksgiving. We never
know how many names we will receive but you have
always been ready to take a name or two and purchase a
special Christmas gift for them.

1:00-1:45pm

Worship & Plenary Session
with Rachel Billups of
Ginghamsburg UMC, Ohio
Church Conference

If you have any questions, please contact the church
office, 856-235-0450 or church@meetwithGod.com.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
As Thanksgiving approaches I pray that you enjoy all
the beautiful sights, sounds, and smells of the fall
season and give thanks to the Creator of it all!

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.

Linda Wanagas
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SHARING THE NOV. 10th MESSAGE:
Bruce Main - Urban Promise President and Founder
Please come to hear the message from Bruce Main at all three services on Sunday, November 10.
What is Urban Promise: Urban Promise's mission is to equip Camden's children and young adults with the skills
necessary for academic achievement, life management, spiritual growth, and Christian leadership. They strive to fulfill
this mission through after-school programs, summer camps, two schools, experiential learning, job training and a host of
other programs that challenge youth to develop and realize their potential.
About Bruce Main: The founder and president of UrbanPromise, Bruce Main established our first summer camp in the
city of Camden in 1988 at the age of 25. His many UrbanPromise roles have included camp director and executive
director, as well as the visionary creator of UrbanPromise's 23 other domestic and international sites around the world
including Wilmington, DE; Los Angles, CA; Malawi, Liberia, Kenya, Honduras, Dominican Republic, and more.
Bruce speaks nationally and internationally at mission conferences, colleges, churches, and business seminars. He and
UrbanPromise are featured regularly in local media outlets and were highlighted on Diane Sawyer's 20/20 special
“Waiting on the World to Change.”
Bruce is an adjunct faculty member at Eastern University and co-authored the book Revolution & Renewal: How
Churches Are Saving Our Cities with Dr. Tony Campolo, professor emeritus at Eastern and renowned sociologist and
Christian leader. Bruce has also authored If Jesus Were A Sophomore: Discipleship for College Students, If Jesus Were A
Senior: Last Minute Preparations for a Life of Discipleship, Spotting the Sacred: Finding God in Unlikely Places, and
Holy Hunches: Responding to the Promptings of God, The Promise Effect, and his first children's book - The Water
Barrel.
Bruce graduated from Azusa Pacific University with a Bachelor of Arts in Theology. He received his Master's in
Theology from Fuller Theological Seminary and his Doctorate of Ministry from Princeton Theological Seminary. He
lives with his wife Pamela and has three grown children.
*********
Daylight Saving Time ends
Sunday, Nov. 3rd!
Don't forget to set your clocks
back 1 hour before you go to
bed on Saturday, Nov. 2nd.

PHILADELPHIA GAY MEN'S CHORUS
IN CONCERT
Saturday, Nov. 16th, 7:30 p.m.
In The Sanctuary
(Childcare will be provided)

*******

Reception to follow in the Music Lobby
Come and bring a friend!
Our thanks to these local reconciling United
Methodist churches for their support of this
concert: Fellowship UMC, Haddon Heights;
Emmmanuel UMC, Haddon Township;
Centenary UMC, Berlin.

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!

See pg. 9 for more information
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GRAND OPENING OF
FUN AND FAITH FELLOWSHIP

HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE

Don't miss the kick-off session of our church-wide Fun
and Faith Fellowship on Saturday, November 16, at 12
noon in Fellowship hall. We'll start with informal
fellowship over lunch. It's BYOB (bring your own baglunch), so no worries about food allergies or gluten or
waiting in line. Drinks and scrumptious desserts will be
provided. After lunch, our very own fabulous and foot
weary raconteur Pastor HeyYoung will regale and
inspire us with tales and scenes from her pilgrimage
along the ancient El Camino Santiago in Spain. Come
prepared to ooh and ahh, to laugh and cry, and perhaps
to receive your very own relic from the Way of St.
James. Reservations are not required, but an RSVP
to either Pattie Gritzan or Margie Morgan would be
helpful for set-up.

FUMC will again be sponsoring a collection of gloves,
mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy!
As you do your shopping this coming Christmas season,
just pick up an extra item or two, and place your
donations on the “Mitten Tree” found in the Sunday
School lobby (by the elevator). Or, let your children
pick out an item they think a child their age would like,
and hang it on the tree before Sunday School! And if
you like to knit or crochet, hand-made items make
wonderful donations. The Mitten Tree will be up
beginning Nov. 23rd, and donations will be collected
until Dec. 9th. All items will be donated to Emergency
Services of Burlington County. Last year we collected
451 items! Please help us once again to help so many in
this season of giving - if each of us makes a small
donation, together we can make a big difference.

Pattie Gritzan: pgritzan2@verizon.net or 856-397-8839
Margie Morgan: margmorgan75@gmail.com or
856-764-1247

2019 THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION
The Food Pantry is once again doing the Thanksgiving Food Collection. Collected food will be divided between three
food banks in Moorestown; St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Bethel AME Church and First Baptist Church. Food
collected will only be for a Thanksgiving dinner. A box should contain:
1 large box of stuffing
2 large jars of gravy
3 cans of vegetables
1 can of cranberries
1 bag of rice
2 large cans of fruit

1 large box of instant potatoes
OR 2 large cans of sweet potatoes
1 Jar Peanut Butter
1 Jar Jelly
1 Box of Pasta
1 Jar Pasta Sauce

There is also a need for foil baking pans and gift cards for turkeys or hams from Shop Rite or Acme. If you would
rather make a monetary donation, make checks payable to either St. Matthew Lutheran Church or Bethel AME Church,
both in Moorestown. Donations of cash can be left in our Church office or given to Marilyn Arbittier. The food boxes
will be collected in the Music foyer at First UMC through Nov. 10th. The Food Pantry wishes to thank everyone for
their generosity in providing a holiday meal for those less fortunate in our neighborhoods.
*****
*Please note: First UMC and St. Matthew CANNOT store fresh vegetables or turkeys, and Bethel AME has a limited
amount of space. If you have a turkey to donate, please call Bethel AME Church, 856-435-3152 to arrange a drop off
time with them. Any questions, call Marilyn Arbittier, 856-235-3701.
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FROM THE MISSIONS COMMISSION
The month of November
represents a transitional time in the northeast with the
weather turning colder, the leaves on the trees changing
colors and falling to the ground as daytime grows
shorter with every passing day. Although November
signifies that winter is soon approaching, it also marks
the end of an important cycle in the growing season
where harvest time is finally here. If you are a farmer,
this is a happy time that you look forward to where
hopefully all of your sweat, tears and hard work over
the past year have not been in vain and by God's grace
there is an abundant bounty to show for. I wonder when
we partake in celebrating the harvest this Thanksgiving,
will we be mindful of the many people who have made
it possible to achieve the end goal of producing a
wonderful harvest?

on with their ministry they started in 1993 called “Joy
in the Harvest”. Joy in the Harvest is a ministry
dedicated to helping people find salvation in Christ and
experiencing His love in their lives. Besides helping
people come to know our Lord, they help Christians
grow and walk in the Christian life. By doing this new
churches are being formed and existing ones are
growing in size. Lowell told us of all of the incredible
things the Lord is doing through the many disciples of
Christ (including FUMC) who have a heart in helping
people with their physical and spiritual needs. Both are
very grateful for the people who support the ministry
through their labor of love.
While I was listening to Lowell I realized that Joy in the
Harvest ministers to the whole person and not just the
spiritual side. To begin with Lowell who is an ordained
United Methodist Minister and Claudia his lovely wife
of 48 years do compassion ministries for those people
who are homeless, have no food, no drinking water or
no bed to sleep in. Every day their ministry provides
100% care to approximately 50 people. Included with
the ministry is a feeding center which provide meals to
approximately 400 people three days each week. For
many orphans these are the only meals they receive for
the week. In addition to learning table manners, this is a
time where the children are taught about Jesus and how
to pray.

Our Lord Jesus spoke about the harvest but he was not
referring to us having a green thumb. Jesus was talking
about harvesting the crop of eternal life so that both the
sower and the reaper may be glad together (John 4:3536). Jesus instructs us to look around and open up our
eyes and see the many lost people in this world who are
ripe for the harvest. In fact some Christians have
worked hard in laying the ground work toward the
harvest while others have been in the right place to
experience the joy of picking the harvest. As disciples
in Christ all of us are blessed when we share in this joy
by exemplifying the love of Christ to a lost, hurting
world through our loving words and actions.
Just like the farmer, we recognize that we need help
with the harvest and cannot do it alone. The Apostle
Paul writes to the Corinthian Church about this in I
Corinthians 3:5-8 where he says he planted the seed in
that church, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God, who makes things grow. This is an
important lesson because quite often it takes many
Christians to help with a new believer placing their
faith in Jesus Christ but ultimately it takes the Holy
Spirit to convict that person to repent and be in need of
our savior. Thus every Christian plays a vital part in
helping with the harvest.

Our feeding center feeds about 400 people, mostly
children, three times per week.

Lowell and Claudia also run a crisis center that people
can attend who are experiencing life altering events
such as when someone's hut caught fire and the family
had nothing. Lowell said that sometimes life and death

Back in August Lowell and Claudia Wertz who are
missionaries in Tanzania (East Africa), came to our
church and provided an update on what has been going

Continued on next page
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Missions, continued
depends on just 50 cents and there are many different
ways to express the love of Jesus.

Providing water from our well to local Africa women
(when the town shut off its water supply).

Another part of the ministry is the use of technology to
expand on the effectiveness of their ministry. For
example, the Joy in the Harvest Ministry recently
received a radio license from the Tanzania government
and now broadcast Christian music, the gospel and
news over the only radio station in the area. What
makes this an amazing story is that even though many
in the area cannot afford to purchase a radio, many
people have them because the ministry gives out free
radios that can only be tuned to the frequency that the
station transmits over the air. People naturally want to
listen to that radio station as it is not only a source of
receiving God's word but also plays contemporary and
traditional music. The radio station is recognized as a
valuable way for obtaining information which is
listened by a diverse set of people including the Muslim
community comprised of 35% of the Tanzanian
population.

their families while learning new skills. As Americans, it
is hard to believe that 60% of the population of Tanzania
live on less than $1.25 per day. As these individuals are
trained they have a much better chance to be more in
demand and earn a higher wage while at the same time
doing God's work and strengthening the church. Areas
of training include theological education, computer
technologies, radio broadcasting, construction and
business management.
Lowell recognizes that Claudia and him can do little by
themselves but together we can do much for our Lord
because Christ's love compels us to rise up and meet the
challenges of poverty, disease and spiritual lostness.
Every child needs a future with hope and joy. Though
we are one body in Christ, there are many different
expressions for expressing the love of Christ and being a
part of the harvest that our Lord spoke about.
This month our Missions Committee recognizes and
thanks Claudia and Lowell Wertz for their lifetime
commitment in furthering God's kingdom and for their
many years as missionaries in Africa. We want to thank
them for their faithful service in being a testimony for
Jesus so others may know Him. Through God's helping
hand and the many Christians who support the ministry
they started, many people have come to know Christ and
now also share in the joy in the harvest. Please pray for
their ministry and feel free to drop Claudia and Lowell
an encouraging note at wertz@joyintheharvest.com as
they would love to hear from you.
Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

Graduation ceremony for the computer school.

Finally, Joy in the Harvest provides apprenticeship and
vocational training which enables Tanzanians to feed

Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Page 8

The Messenger

Page 9

