The Messenger
First United Methodist Church Newsletter
446 Camden Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-235-0450, www.meetwithGod.com
Rev. Tom Korkuch, Pastor
Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth
Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader
Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator

Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor
Rev. Karen Murray, Director, Christian Education
Norm Dorrell, Co-Music Leader
Devika Gill, Director of First Light Learning Center

Join us for Worship - Saturday 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am
Web: www.meetwithGod.com -or- Social media: @fumcmoorestown
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2019 Christmas Eve Services
At First UMC of Moorestown
Tuesday, December 24

Midday Christmas Eve
Chapel Service
with Carols and Candle Lighting
12:00 pm
Family Christmas Eve Service
with Carols and Candle Lighting
6:00 pm
Classic Christmas Eve Service
with Carols and Candle Lighting
8:00 pm
The holiday season is a great time
to invite someone to First UMC!
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22nd ANNUAL
HOLIDAY
REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
Sunday, December 15 at 3:00 PM
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
Saturday, December 21 at 5:30PM
Sunday, December 22 at 8:30 AM, 9:30 AM,
and 11:00 AM

If you've experienced loss in your life, you know that
the holidays can be a particularly difficult time.
Through prayer, song, scripture, and candle light, the
Holiday Remembrance Service provides space for
worshipers to work through the experience of loss while
offering hope and a quiet sense of joy.

You're invited to join the First UMC family for a unique
worship experience on the fourth Sunday of Advent - “A
Service of Lessons and Carols.” Come and sing your
favorite Advent and Christmas carols as we reflect on
inspirational readings from scripture that take us
through the journey leading to Christ's birth. You won't
want to miss it!

All are invited to join Pastor HeyYoung and Pastor Tom
for this reflective journey through loss leading to
comfort and peace.

If you're interested in reading scripture at any of the
services that weekend, please contact the office.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

*******
Dec. 1st
Dec. 1st
Dec. 1st
Dec. 2nd
Dec. 4th
Dec. 4th
Dec. 7th
Dec. 8-15
Dec. 8th
Dec. 8th
Dec. 8th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 10th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 14th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 18th
Dec. 21st
Dec. 21-22
Dec. 24th
Dec. 25th
Dec. 26th
Dec. 29th
Dec. 31st

38th Annual
Community-Sing
HANDEL'S MESSIAH
Sunday, December 8th
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Come and experience this beloved Oratorio by
singing the choruses and solos with hundreds
of others who have come to cherish this yearly,
unique, audience participation event.
See pgs. 5 & 7 for more information
*******
A SERVICE OF
WORSHIP FOR
NEW YEAR'S EVE
Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 PM
As we prepare to ring in the New Year, you're invited to
worship in the chapel for a special service that will
include prayer, singing, and the sacrament of holy
communion.
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Poinsettia order deadline
UMM Eagles event in Her Rm-12:30-4pm
Youth Friendsgiving - 5:00pm
Advent study begins - 7:00pm
Christmas Sing-Along at Avista - 10:30am
Christian Ed. Christmas Party - 7-8:30pm
Women's Christmas Tea - 11:00am-1:00pm
Host IHN
Light Harbor at Avista - 2:30pm
Youth Ice Skating - 12:00-3:00pm
38th Annual Messiah-Sing - 5:00-8:00pm
Confirmation parent info meeting-7:00pm
Church Council - 7:00pm
Internat'l Women's Friendship Grp-10am
Breakfast w Santa,Masonville-8:30-10:30
Men's Breakfast - 7:30am
Parents' DIGG - 10:45am
Remembrance Service - 3:00pm
Youth Christmas Party - 6:00-8:00-m
Christmas Party at Avista - 10:30am
Eyes of Our Hearts breakfast - 7:00am
Service of Lessons & Carols -all services
Christmas services - noon, 6pm, 8pm
Christmas Day - church office closed
Church office closed
No Sunday School
New Year's Eve service - 5:00pm
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F RO M
PASTOR TOM

“Are You Ready to Receive the Gift?”
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear its coming, but in this world of sin;
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
The third verse of the classic carol, O Little Town of Bethlehem, reminds me of the story of James Pierpont. Pierpont
was a man who died in 1866 after living a life that was less than noteworthy. After graduating from Yale, Pierpont
drifted from one profession to another. He was a teacher, a lawyer, a poet, a minister, a politician, an army chaplain,
and a government clerk - and in each of these vocations, he was a miserable failure. Before he died, he decided to sit
down and try his hand at composing music. Nothing he wrote, of course, sold - except for one little piece that started to
attract a small following at Christmas time. It wasn't about God or Jesus - just the simple pleasure of going sleigh riding
on a snowy winter day.
Pierpont didn't think much about it when he died, but his song, Jingle Bells, is a song that will be sung by three or four
hundred million people this Christmas season.
Think about it. All that effort he put into his life to be successful - and it's only because of his whimsical little song that
his name is being mentioned today. That's a good illustration of grace, friends. We can try our hardest when it comes to
getting ourselves right with God - but no matter how hard we try, we can't do it by ourselves. We need to have meaning
and purpose for what we do. We need to have that God-shaped void that lies deep within us filled. We need to know
that when we welcome Christ into our lives - when we make ourselves open and available to his love, and his peace,
and his joy - that suddenly, and through no effort of our own, we are accepted and welcomed by God.
In the end, this is what Christmas is about - not to work harder to live up to the cultural idol that Christmas has become but instead to simply accept God's gift of Jesus, born into our world and into our hearts once more. And so, as we
journey through the season of Advent, I would invite each of us to ask ourselves this question:
Are you ready to receive this gift?
Peace and Joy!
Pastor Tom
*********
THE GIFT OF THE NUTCRACKER
Topical Study for Advent by Matt Rawle
Four Mondays beginning December 2 at 7:00 PM in the Parlor
The Nutcracker is a delightful and whimsical Christmas classic that children and adults look
forward to every year. First performed in 1892, the music, dance, and story of this classic hold a
special place in our cultural Christmas celebrations.
In The Gift of the Nutcracker, Matt Rawle, author of The Redemption of Scrooge, explores the
story to help us understand God's greatest gift of the Christ child, and the kingdom he came to
establish.
You're invited to join Pastor Tom for this time of Advent study and fellowship!
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F R OM T H E D I R E C T O R
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“O Come, let us sing unto the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” ~Psalm 95:1 KJV
Each year I find a daily devotional that has a scripture
and a little blurb for encouragement. This past year, one
that has been filled with a lot of changes and challenges,
I have been reading the Everyday Bible Encouragement
for Women from Barbour Book Publishing Company
and typically with devotionals there are many
contributing authors and for that I am thankful! I enjoy
finding a nugget of hope from the author's blurb.

Laurel - Open Seating 8:30-10:30. ALL are welcome!
Adults $8.00, Children $5.00 (ages 3-8) Under 3 free.
Max cost per family $30.00.
December 5th, 12th & 19th - Thursday Youth Group
(K-5th grade)
December 29th - No Sunday School. Nursery Care will
be provided for children up to age 5.

For this article I thought I would share an upcoming
reading with the hope that as we enter into the time of
Advent and Christmas you would remember the true joy
of knowing and loving our Lord, our rock.

CHRISTMAS TEA & AUCTION
Please join us for a morning of fun and fellowship as we
celebrate the Christmas season with our FUMC
Christmas Tea, Saturday December 7th from 11am-1pm
in Fellowship Hall! The morning will consist of tea,
lunch, a Christmas auction and a visit from Santa's
singing elves!

God never changes. He's the same-yesterday, today and
forever. We go through a multitude of changes in our
lives, but praise God, He's consistent. Doesn't that bring
joy to your heart, to realize that the Creator of the
universe is our rock? And don't you feel like celebrating
when you realize that, no matter how much you mess up,
His promise of salvation is true? Praise be to the Lord,
our rock!

You can host a table, bring a special treat to share, bring
an item for the auction, invite friends to come or come
alone and sit with friends from FUMC.

This Christmas season consider that when God sent
Jesus to be born in a little town in Bethlehem God was
making it possible to be joined with him throughout
eternity. Celebrate Christ's birth, his death and his
resurrection and trust in the faithfulness of the
unchanging God. Remember, “Jesus is the Rock of my
salvation!”

Hosting a table consists of bringing china (luncheon
plates, tea cups or mugs, table cloth, and a few serving
pieces) setting up a table and acting as host for the table.
You are welcome to invite friends to sit at your table or
host a table for FUMC friends. We also will have a few
tables already set up that we need hosts for.
Auction items should be new or in like new (giftable)
condition. Please drop off auction items the week before
in the preschool office or Tuesday evening 12/3 from
5pm-7pm in Fellowship Hall.

Merry Christmas!
Pastor Karen Murray, DCE
Education Department Announcements

If you would like to host a table (with your own china)
or host an already set up table (only a few available)
please let us know.

WEDNESDAY - December 4th - Christian Education
Volunteer Teacher & Staff & Family Christmas Party,
7:00pm to 8:30pm in the Heritage Room. Please bring
an appetizer or dessert to share.

If your last name starts with A-K please bring a platter of
sandwiches, L-Z please bring a platter of desserts. Tea,
hot water, lemon, honey, cream etc. will be provided.

MONDAY - December 9th - Confirmation Parent
Information Meeting, 7:00pm in Room F103 (Church
Library)

RSVP to Devika Gill, firstlight@meetwithGod.com or
856-313-8679, or contact her with questions. All money
raised will go toward Youth Scholarships.

SATURDAY - December 14th - Breakfast with
SANTA at Masonville UMC - 200 Masonville Rd. Mt.
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38th ANNUAL MESSIAH-SING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
5-8 PM

MUSIC NOTES

Still, Still, Still is a traditional Austrian lullaby. The
Christmas Carol itself is believed to have originated in
Salzburg in the early 19th century. The music and the
verses reflect the peacefulness of the manger as Mary
cared for the baby Jesus. This carol is one of my alltime favorites, and I have an organ arrangement that I
just love!

WHAT IS THIS “MESSIAH-SING” ANYWAY?
It's like a hymn-sing, only to music by Handel. Handel's
Messiah is a cantata which tells the story of
humankinds' redemption by our Saviour using selected
scripture from the Old and New Testaments set to
uplifting and memorable music. The very famous
“Hallelujah Chorus” is part of Handel's Messiah. There
are several interesting things which make this church's
Messiah-Sing unique. Every person who attends is
welcome to sing as much or as little as they feel
comfortable - even the parts which are supposed to be
sung by a soloist. (There aren't any featured soloists).
We don't rehearse or stop and “correct” anything - we
just sing, and we sing almost the whole oratorio. Plus
there is a wonderful time of fellowship and refreshment
during the 45-minute intermission. It has to be
experienced. Come and bring someone with you.

This December is no different than any other. We have
many wonderful music programs through out the month.
We start with the 38th annual Messiah Community Sing
on December 8th; followed by Lessons and Carols on
December 22nd at 9:30 and 11AM. I certainly hope that
you will be present for all of the special services and
events that we offer. Details can be found throughout
this edition of The Messenger.
The music of the season is just beautiful, but this carol
reminds me to slow down and enjoy. I hope the words
of this carol remind you to take the time to reflect on
what is to come.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
FOR OUR ANNUAL MESSIAH-SING

Still, still, still, Let all the world be still,
For Mary lays her son to rest,

For many in our congregation and visitors to our
church, this is the “kick off” to their holiday season.

Sing to him softly at her breast,
Still, Still, Still, let all the world be still.

The Music Committee is looking for volunteers who are
willing to help set up trays of sandwiches, clean up after
the intermission, or donate a finger dessert to be served
during the intermission. Feeding the hundreds of
participants is a large task, and they could use your
donations of time and/or desserts. Cookies, brownies,
or any finger dessert that can be eaten without utensils
would help immensely. Look for the poster in the back
of the Narthex, choose a post-it note and bring your
donation to the kitchen in Fellowship Hall on December
8th. Thank you in advance for your help! If you have
any questions call Donna Banes, 856-222-9369.

Sleep, sleep, sleep, My dearest baby sleep,
The angels all rejoice and sing,
Heaven for your delight shall ring,
Sleep, sleep, sleep, My dearest baby, sleep.
Joy, joy, joy, My heart is filled with joy!
The God of love has left his throne,
Made this humble world his own,
Joy, joy, joy, My heart is filled with joy!
May you find the stillness in this season so that your
heart may be filled with joy!
Merry Christmas!
Donna Banes
Co-Music Leader
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LIGHT HARBOR
MINISTRY

ANGEL TREE
PROJECT

December is a busy time for our Light Harbor Ministry;
we have many opportunities for you to be involved.
You may purchase a special gift for a resident at Avista
Healthcare from our Red Stocking hanging in the
Narthex, hand out gifts or play some games at the
Christmas Party on December 18th at 10:30 AM, join
us for our Christmas Sing-Along on December 4th at
10:30 AM, or be a part of our Christmas Service on
December 8th at 2:30 PM. All events are held at Avista
Healthcare. If you have any questions please call Linda
Wanagas at 856-273-1298.

FUMC is again sponsoring an
Angel Tree during this holiday
season to benefit families through
The Neighborhood Center in Camden. They are hoping
to serve approximately 200 families who will “shop” at
their Holiday Pop-Up Shop on December 18th. The
donations collected at FUMC are a large part of their
collection! Toys, books, and stocking stuffers are
needed for ages 0-12. Suggested items are listed on the
Angel Tree Section of the bulletin board in the narthex.
In addition $10 gift cards are requested for teens- for the
following locations only: Walmart, Target, Chick-FilA, or Five Below.

During this holiday season, we ask that you keep our
senior citizens in nursing homes, assisted living, health
and rehab facilities, and hospitals in your prayers. Many
have no family or friends to visit them. If you have an
aunt, uncle, grandparent, or friend living alone or at one
of these facilities please take the time to visit, call, or
write. You have no idea how much joy and happiness
you will bring.

The donated items supply the Neighborhood Center's
“Pop-Up Christmas Shop” so parents can “shop” for
their children. Also needed are gift wrapping supplies:
gift bags, wrapping paper, bows, tags, tape, and tissue
paper are also appreciated!
All items are to be placed in the large box near the
Angel Tree in the narthex. Gift cards can be placed in
the large envelope stapled to the inside of the box. The
deadline for all donations is Sunday, Dec. 8th! Thank
you in advance for your generosity and support of this
project! Questions: call or text Kim Chwastyk at 856905-7173.

All of us at Light Harbor Ministry wish to thank you for
supporting our ministry at Avista Healthcare this year
and pray you have a safe and peaceful Christmas
season.

Light Harbor Christmas Stocking
Hanging in the Narthex now is our
Christmas stocking with names of residents
from Avista Healthcare. Plan to share the
joy of Christmas with residents at the
center who have little or no family contact.
Stop by the Christmas stocking and choose the name
and gift suggestion for one of these lonely residents.
Please write your name and phone number next to the
number and name you have selected. All clothing must
be machine washable and able to go through a
commercial clothes dryer. Wrapped presents with their
name and number in a visible spot should be brought to
the church on or before Sunday, December 15. If you
have any questions contact Betty Gentile, 856-7878611 or Linda Wanagas, 856-273-1298. Thank you!!

*******
HELP FILL OUR
MITTEN TREE
There's still time to help with our collection of gloves,
mittens, hats & scarves to help those in need in our
communities to stay warm this winter. Helping is easy!
The “Mitten Tree” will be in the Sunday School lobby
(by the elevator) through Monday, Dec. 9th. All items
will be donated to Emergency Services of Burlington
County. We all dread the thought of a bad winter imagine facing that without hats and gloves! Please
help us to help those who might face such a winter.
Together we can make a big difference.
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COMING IN JANUARY MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS
IN THE BAHAMAS THANK YOU

Blankethon is Coming!!
Once again My Abba's Hands and Crafts for Good will
join together to sponsor a Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service Blankethon on Monday, January 20th in
Fellowship Hall from 10am to 3pm. If you'd like to
participate, you will need one 2 yard piece of 60″ wide
fleece for the No-sew blanket OR 4 yards of 42-44″
wide flannel fabric for the sewing machine blankets.
Check out sales while you are out shopping this season!
More details to follow, but for more info now contact
Cindy Cope, 609-790-7456 or Rae Caputo, 609-4174444. Hope to see you there!

Our denominational agency for disaster relief UMCOR - has been busy helping victims of the
September hurricane in the Bahamas. The relief depot
on Eleuthera Island was activated as a shelter for
evacuees that suffered severe damage or completely lost
their homes on other islands. Assessment teams have
been operating from the depot to coordinate hurricane
resistant repairs to homes and establish protocols for
Volunteers in Mission teams expected to arrive in 2020.
In addition to activities at the depot, UMCOR is
assisting St. Paul's UMC on Grand Bahama Island as
they prepare 750 meals a day for the victims of
Hurricane Dorian there.

***
Coffeehouse
Please join us for a Coffeehouse on Friday, January
30th at 7:30 pm. Music will be by Steve DiPilla and his
Natural Causes Band!

Your generosity has provided $1500 of direct monetary
aid to UMCOR's efforts in the Bahamas. Included in
that amount is the funds raised by our youth, who sold
rubber ducks to help the effort! THANK YOU all for
your generosity and support!

*******

Steve Feerrar
Missions Commission

REMINDER
The deadline for ordering poinsettias for
decorating our sanctuary for Christmas is
Sunday, Dec. 1st!
Please bring or mail your orders to the
church office.

*******

Baptisms:
William Warren Jennings
on November 10th, 2019;
son of William & Kelsie Jennings

*******
NEW OPPORTUNITY
FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY Prayer Minutes
Saturdays, 5:00 - 5:15 pm

*******
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Come to the Sanctuary, before Saturday evening service
to pray for our Saturday & Sunday services, Sunday
School classes, church programs, our communities,
country and world's concerns, and any other concerns
you may have on your heart. Speak out loudly or
silently, He will hear you.

First United Methodist Church is a community of faith
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a
hurting world through words and actions.

Page 8

The Messenger

FROM THE
MISSIONS COMMISSION
missionaries so by standing by the people we know or
will get to know this coming year is what God wants us
to do as we are a testimony for Christ.

As 2019 draws to an end our Missions Commission
wants to sincerely thank you for your faith promise
giving throughout this past year. Through your
generosity more than $45,000 was donated and given to
our missionaries on the field. We are also very thankful
for those who prayed for them. The committee
recognizes that without your participation and your love
to help people, we could not help our missionaries
further God's kingdom. The committee also wants to
inform you that our next annual Missions Weekend will
be early in 2020 as this will be an opportunity for us to
renew our faith promise giving. Please look for more
details in the coming weeks.

I believe one of the scriptures in the bible that makes us
realize how vital of a role we play in helping our Lord is
found in Matthew 25:37-40. This scripture makes us
think of even the small things that we naturally do for
people, which we don't consider a big deal is always
noted by our Lord who said: “Then the righteous will
answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you
sick or in prison and go to visit you? The King will
reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me”.

Unlike previous Missions Weekends, our Missions
Weekend next month will have a theme called “I'll stand
by you”. This theme not only commemorates the support
First United Methodist Church has given to the many
missionaries we supported in the past, but is a vow that
through our faith promise giving we will continue to
support them on the mission field as they do the Lord's
work. Even if we are unable to physically stand next to
our missionaries, we will stand by them in spirit by
praying for their ministries, helping them financially and
offering them support and encouragement whenever and
whereever we can. “I'll stand by you” signifies that we
share a common bond with our missionaries whose goal
is not only to carry out our church's mission statement
through unconditional love, but to also spread the good
news of our Lord in a hurting world.

Though we may not completely realize how much of an
impact our faith promise gifts have helped people we
have never met to further God's kingdom, the Lord
recognizes this and takes note and is pleased when we
show His love and grace to everyone in a hurting world.
Perhaps not until we are in Heaven will Jesus reveal to
us how much of a difference our prayers and faith
promise giving made in people's lives while spreading
the gospel. Early next year you will be given an
opportunity to share in God's blessings by making a
commitment for your 2020 faith promise giving during
Missions Weekend. Please prayerfully consider giving
to our missionaries.

“I'll stand by you” is also directed to those people you
know who are going through difficult times in their lives
such as the death of a family member, health related
issues, marital or financial problems, drug addiction,
depression, etc., where you personally make a
commitment to that person and vow to stand by them
and show our Lord's unconditional love through words
and actions.

Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

*******
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION

When we stand by our missionaries and the people we
come in contact with we are helping to further God's
kingdom. Though we might not be on the “ front lines”
physically standing next to our missionaries, we are a
vital part in helping them pick the harvest that Jesus
spoke about. As disciples in Christ, all of us are

If you would like to use your mobile
device to make an electronic donation
to FUMC Moorestown, just scan this
QR code and you'll be connected to
our mobile giving page!
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THE FUMC LIBRARY AND
THE BULLETIN
So what do our Church Library and our Worship Bulletin Insert have in common? Yes, I know that sounds strange,
but I have to tell you, that when I take time to visit our Library or to read the Insert in our Worship Bulletin, I find
inspiration and joy - the kind of God given inspiration and joy that resonates at my core!
For example, I have visited the Library several times in the past few months. It started when I became the Chair of
the Church Admin Council. I didn't know what the job would entail, but was told that the Library has a collection of
booklets called Guidelines that are published by the UMC. There are some 24 of these booklets, and they cover
almost all of the committees and functions of the church. I started with the booklet on what a Church Council is to
do and how it is to function. What joy to learn I was not alone in taking on a task that I knew nothing about and to
find some, yes, guidelines. Not specific answers, but inspiration! But my joy did not end there: there were books
and DVDs about so many things. Novels, devotionals, books about Christian art, and children's books. (Note: I
may not have children, but I still like a good children's book - one that tells a story in very plain terms. I learn a lot
from a good children's book!) And, Calendars for 2020! The Library has a stash of beautiful wall calendars for
2020, so if you haven't gotten one yet, check their supply! I am sure you can find one you like - and for free!
And my immediate inspiration for writing this article is a review of the tri-fold Insert to the Worship Bulletin this
week. There is news for the week about our Church activities and events. I had just had a conversation about our
Prayer and Pilates program which meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 6 pm. But some want a morning healthy
activity and spiritual renewal, and I found it on Fridays at 9:30 (Check the Calendar of events listed on the insert).
And new offerings such as a prayer opportunity focused on our Saturday and Sunday services, Sunday School
classes, church programs and committees and our world and any other concerns. Interested? Stop in when you can
and join our Prayer Minutes group at 5 pm on Saturdays in the Sanctuary. And what are our Methodist Men up to
this month??? Well, singing and eating and cheering the Eagles and learning about The Neighborhood Center, one of
the missions we support. And mark your calendars for the pancake breakfast and community mission trips coming
up next year!!!
There is so much going on here at FUMC, led by members of our Congregation. One thing I find it easy to say about
why I love our church is that it offers something for everyone! And if you have an idea or a need that we are not
addressing (yes, there is always more that could be done), please let me know. We might be able to find a way to
share more of God's-given joy!
Pattie Gritzan
Church Council Chair
*********
COMING SOONSTEPHEN MINISTRY TRAINING CLASS
There will be a training class for new Stephen Ministers beginning in January. This class will be done in conjunction
with St. Matthew's Lutheran Church on Chester Avenue, Moorestown. Days and time have yet to be finalized.
These training classes provide 50 hours of training to prospective Stephen Ministers in order to provide one-on-one
supportive caring for individuals who are experiencing a life-changing event. If you feel that you may have a calling to
this important ministry, please contact Pastor HeyYoung, 856-235-0450 or Mike Harsche, 856-296-3533.
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December Youth News
First United Methodist Church
Jr. & Sr. High Newsletter
kclawges@gmail.com
856-912-1148

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP!!
Youth Group is for grades 6th-12th. Jr. & Sr. High meet every Sunday night from 6pm-8pm. We are currently meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Bible Study - Jr. & Sr. High meet every Wednesday night from 6-8pm throughout the school year. We are currently
meeting in the Resource Room.
“FRIENDSGIVING”
December 1, 5PM
LOCATION: FUMC Fellowship Hall
All Jr. & Sr. High are invited to come, bring a friend & leftovers! We will share a meal & activities.
We're looking for adult volunteers to help with serving the food & cleanup. For more information,
please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com

ICE SKATING
December 8, 12PM - 3PM
LOCATION: Winterfest at Cooper River
All Jr. & Sr. High invited and their families! Bring your skates or rent them. Adults $7 kids 5-12
$6 rental $4
We will leave the church parking lot at noon & return approximately 3pm. For questions, please
contact Kathy Clawges, 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 15, 6pm - 8pm
LOCATION: FUMC Fellowship Hall
All Jr. & Sr. High youth invited! Who has the ugliest sweater?! Come & join in our “Ugly Sweater”
contest and $5 gift exchange . The party will be in Fellowship Hall. We are asking for food &
dessert donations. For questions, please contact Kathy Clawges at 856-912-1148 or
kclawges@gmail.com.

Continued on next page
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TAKE YOUR KIDS TO CHURCH
Take your kids to church.
Make the effort. Wake them up early. Fool with the belts and the buckles and the fancy hair bows. Endure the sleepy,
grumpy faces and the misplaced shoes. Run around like a mad woman gathering everybody's everything and trying to
get out the door on time. Hop to the car with a shoe in each hand. Give those babies a pop-tart and some milk and let
'em eat it in the car. If its raining, get wet. If its cold, get a jacket. If you're tired, go tired. But take those babies to
church. You know why?
Because Jesus is there.
He's there. And He'll meet them there. And you too, Mama.
He'll be there in the sweet smile of their Sunday School teacher as she greets them into their room. He'll be there in
the goldfish and the apple juice and the filling of their little bellies and hearts. He'll be there in the hug from a sweet
friend and the encouraging smile that assures you that they “just barely made it” too. He'll be there in the sacred
words read from the Bible speaking truth to their little impressionable hearts. He'll be there in the worship and the
raised hands and the watery eyes and whispers of praise.
So take them. Carry all of their Bibles and drawings and toilet paper tube creations. Sit by them in worship. Open your
Bible and open theirs. Show them how to find the scripture the pastor is preaching from. Show them how to worship.
Explain to them why He's worthy of worship. Let them see you laugh and cry and praise and study. Forgive their
wiggles and paper rustles and know that they're listening even when it seems like they aren't. Ask them questions and
answer the ones they ask you. Introduce them to Jesus. Tell them of His greatness - his power - his faithfulness. Tell
them with your words and show them with your life. Tell them what he's done for you and how you've been changed
by His grace and forgiveness and goodness and love. Tell them how they can be too. Point them to Jesus. Over and
over and over again.
Take your kids to church. They'll love it there. It's the only place where they can go and just-be themselves. They don't
have to “be” good enough or smart enough or athletic enough. They don't have to perform for approval or
achievement. They just get to go and hear how much God loves them. Just because they're them. Just because He
created them, they're valued. Wanted. Their worth isn't based on the grades they make or their ability to throw a
curveball. It's not dependent on their performance or skill level. And they need a little more of that, don't you think? A
little more grace and a little less pressure. A little more love and a few less demands.
Take them to church. Before you take them to the ballfield or the gym. Before you take them on vacation or to
grandma's or to the backyard to play. Take them to church. Let them know it's a priority. Show them it has eternal
value. Let them see you set aside schedules and extra curricular activities and work and busy-ness to be present with
the Lord in His house. I promise you won't regret it. I promise you it won't return back void.
Take them to church.
--Author: Megan Breeland Woodham One Step Ministries.
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