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ENDLESS SUMMER: THE MUSIC OF THE BEACH BOYS
Sermon Series Beginning the Third Weekend in January
From their humble beginnings in the early 60’s in
Southern California, the Beach Boys helped to
innovate a genre of rock music that focused on
cars, relationships, and surfing. Underneath that
veneer of simplicity, however, the driving force of
the band, Brian Wilson, explored deeply spiritual
ideas using secular music as his vehicle. You’re
invited to explore some of these ideas through the
music of Beach Boys in this year’s winter sermon
series entitled “Endless Summer” beginning
January 19. Feel free to invites friends and
neighbors as well, as it promises to be Fun, Fun,
Fun!
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From Pastor Tom
“Heeding the Signs”
A tourist was driving down a quiet country road when he came across a sign that read, “ROAD
CLOSED / DO NOT ENTER.” Looking ahead, he saw nothing wrong with the road, so he decided
to ignore the sign and press on. Several miles ahead, however, a partial bridge span loomed in the
distance. Large barriers in front of the bridge signaled to the tourist that he had better turn around
and retrace his route. When he reached the point where the original warning sign stood, he saw
that there were words printed on the reverse side. They read, “WELCOME BACK, DUMMY!”
The New Year brings with it a need to “heed the signs” and take the occasional detour. Of course,
there will be barriers, challenges, and disappointments along the way – but there will also be
triumphs, successes, and reasons to celebrate. It would seem that the key to having a successful
New Year lies in our ability to be realists and optimists at the same time. That can be quite a
balancing act!
For Christians, the same sort of thinking applies in terms of our faith and our relationship with God.
I believe that God wants us to dream big and take some risks once in a while. After all, we don’t
want to get caught in any spiritual “ruts.” I also believe, however, that God wants us to do so always
within the parameters of “heeding the signs” and being open to some detours. Sometimes, we can
be so headstrong about what we know to be the “right path,” that we fail to see even the simplest
signs that God gives us.
At First Church, we continue to travel through this time of transition as we discern our future in
mission and in ministry. Our theme for 2020 – “Connecting with Community through Christ” – will
certainly present us with significant opportunities for outreach and growth. As we try new
approaches, improve on existing ministries, and gently let some things go that we no longer feel
reflect our calling from God, we will need to pay close attention to the signs around us.
We will no doubt miss some signs and take some wrong turns in the New Year, friends – but the
good news is that with God we can always turn around, and the sign that will greet us on the return
trip will read, “WELCOME BACK, MY BELOVED CHILD!”
Blessings in the New Year!

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make
an electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just
scan this QR code and you’ll be connected to our
mobile giving page!

From the Director of Christian Education:
“So, then, be careful how you live. Do not be unwise but wise, making the best use of your time because
the times are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.” Ephesians 5:15-17 (NIV)
Welcome to 2020!
Where has this past decade gone? It is hard to believe that 2020 is actually here. (At least I’m feeling that way.) I
looked up “Bible Verses on Time Management” on the Internet and I get several hits. I was drawn to this comment
from Fritz Chery on BibleReasons.com. Fritz writes, “As Christians we are not to manage our time the same way
the world manages theirs. We must make sure that we seek God in everything that we do. We are to organize our
time and plan wisely for the future. There are time management apps that we can download on our phones that we
should all take advantage of. If you are old school a simple notepad or calendar will help.” I love the “if you are old
school” comment because, as someone who likes to see the big picture, the paper calendar with lines works best
for me. (I guess I am Old School!)
How about you, how do you manage your time? Do you do it as Fritz suggests making sure that you seek God in
everything? Rick Warren wrote, “Time is your most precious gift, because you only have a set amount of it.” Time is
the gift that we get to use however we see fit, yet it is the one thing we seem to not have enough of.
As we enter the next decade, consider how you will use the time that God offers. Will you use it to draw closer to
God or will you waste this precious gift on the things of this world?
My prayer is that you recognize the gift of time and use it to your fullest advantage in serving and loving the Lord.
Welcome to 2020!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Karen Murray, DCE

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT INFORMATION:
Sunday School is offered for all ages during our 9:30 & 11:00 Worship hours. 11:00 Children’s Sunday
School is in Room E-202 for children 5-12 All are welcome! 11:00 Adult Class is in the Resource Room.
Confirmation Class begins Sunday, February 2nd in room F-103 (Library) If you would like to be part of
this year’s Confirmation Class please contact Karen Murray or Kathy Clawges for more information.
Thursday Afternoon Youth Group to resume on January 9th. This program is offered to all children ages 5
years old through 5th grade from 5:00pm – 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. The evening includes Dinner, a Praise
& Worship time and a time for Fun & Fellowship. If you are interested in participating or volunteering, please
contact Karen Murray at the above number.
Winter Mission Adventure Our annual “Winter Mission Adventure” will begin in February. Stay tuned to see
how you can participate in making this annual event a success.
FP4H – Our First Place for Health program will resume on January 10th. If you would like to be part of this
wonderful group of adults as we work on developing our Spiritual, Physical, Emotional and Mental health
please contact Karen Murray at 856-222-1120. This class meets on Friday mornings from 9am to 11am in the
Heritage Room.
Prayer & Pilates Continues to meet regularly on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 5:30 in the Heritage
Room. This is great way to meet new friends & stay in shape!
Bible Studies Available:
Monday Morning Women’s Group – 9:30am in Heritage Room
Thursday Morning Women’s Group – 7:30am-9:00am, Maritsa’s Restaurant in Maple Shade, NJ
Saturday Morning Bible Study – 7:30am-9am – in the Parlor
Sunday Morning Adult Classes – 11:00am in the Resource Room
**Other Bible Studies and Small Groups are available throughout the year. Please check the Bulletin Board in
the Narthex for updated groups.

January Youth News
WELCOME TO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP!!
Youth Group is for grades 6th-12th. Jr. & Sr. High meet every Sunday night from 6-8 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Additionally, Jr. & Sr. High Bible Study meets every Wednesday night from 6-8 pm throughout the school year
in the Resource Room.
SEARCH FOR CHRISTIAN MATURITY
Calling all high schoolers, college students, and young adults! Are you interested in learning more about Christ
through faith based activities and worship? Would you like to share faith, fun and fellowship with other youth
and young adults? Then consider attending this year's Search retreat at the Pinelands Center at Mount Misery
in Brown Mills, NJ. The retreat begins Friday, January 3 at 6 pm and ends on Sunday, January 5 at 4 pm. The
total cost is $140 which includes housing, food, and the program. If you are interested in attending or have
any questions, please visit the website at Searchretreat.org or contact me. Please RSVP Kathy Clawges:
856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.
PANCAKE SUPPER
Join us for supper! Pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit & more! Saturday, January 25, 4:30-7 pm
in Fellowship Hall. Cost is $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and children under 12.
FIVE NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS YOUR FAMILY CAN LIVE WITH
Jim Liebelt -HomeWord.com
It's reported that most Americans either never or only infrequently set New Year's resolutions, and of those
who do, only a few are successful in keeping them. So, what if we take a more modest approach this year,
setting the "resolutions" bar at a reasonable height? It just might make a difference. With the right attitude
going in, the following five "just for today" resolutions can help get your family's New Year off to a positive start.
These are resolutions that most everyone has a good shot of accomplishing -- something that your family can
live with. As you succeed, you might even end up incorporating some of them into your family life and identity.
Five Resolutions for the New Year
#1: Just for today, I resolve to create some warmth in my home. Everyone at home wins when we do
our part to create a warm and loving atmosphere at home. Today, try some kind words, engage, pay
attention (be a good listener), show appropriate physical contact (a kiss, a hug, a touch), encourage,
and lighten up.
#2: Just for today, I resolve not to compare myself to anyone else. The temptation always exists,
doesn't it? Yet, playing the comparison game is never good for us. We can always find someone who
appears to have more, better, or easier. Remember, we always lose when we compare what we know
to be true about ourselves with what we don't know for sure about others.
#3: Just for today, I resolve to give someone a choice. Life can begin to weigh us down when we feel
we have no choices. Today, lighten someone else's load by finding a way to offer them a choice.
Perhaps it's offering your child a choice between several chores around the house. Maybe, it's simply
asking your spouse what he or she would like to watch on television this evening.
#4: Just for today, I resolve to prepare. We all have something on the horizon that will benefit from
some advance preparation. The time invested in preparation usually pays off when the time to act on
that something arrives. Today, look ahead to that future event, deadline, or project and take some time
to prepare.
#5: Just for today, I resolve to laugh. It has been said that laughter is the best medicine. But many of us
are too busy, live too complicated lives, or are in the midst of painful life situations, which makes
laughter a rare occurrence. Just for today, add laughter to your to-do list. Take a few moments to remember a good joke, watch a comedy, or look up a funny video clip online.

I’LL STAND BY YOU!!!
FAITH PROMISE WEEKEND!

Come and celebrate our Mission efforts at FUMC and have FUN doing it!
Sat 1/11 1-3 pm 4th annual Volleyball Tournament – Get your team together!
3:30 pm Pizza & salad dinner for all
5:30 pm Service with Michael Landis of the Neighborhood Center in Camden
Sun 1/12 7:45 am UM Men breakfast with speaker from Neighborhood Center
8:30 am Service speaker: Michael Landis
9:30 & 11 Service speaker: Michael Landis

Please remember to bring your Faith Promise pledge cards!
Missions at FUMC

THANK YOU for your tremendous support in 2019! We fully met our pledges and were able to provide over
$45,000 in direct support to the missionaries and programs below. Please continue to keep our
missionaries in your prayers.
Ongoing: Underwear and socks collection - men & women - to be distributed at Eyes of Our Heart monthly
breakfast for homeless in Camden.
National

International

Eyes of Our Hearts (Camden)
Seeds of Hope (Camden)
Mission Society (Atlanta)
Neighborhood Center (Camden)
Ranch Hope (So Jersey)
Campus Crusade (New Jersey)

Operation Mobilization (No. Africa)
Africa Inland Missions
Joy in the Harvest (Tanzania)
Ambassadors for Christ (So America)
One Mission Society (Ecuador)
ABWE (Nicaragua)
4 Corners Native American Ministry GBGM (Philippines)
The Philadelphia Project Crossworld (Brazil)
Children’s Int’l Network (Latin America)
Evergreen Family Services (China)
Eastern Mennonite Mission (Honduras)

Our “Homegrown missionaries” include:
• Craig & Cassandra Fisher in Nicaragua
• John & Kathryn Heinz in Atlanta
• Robert & Amanda Peoples (Nichols) in Honduras
• Jim & Steph in Northern Africa
Missions map & missionary pictures are on the bulletin board in lobby of Education Wing.
Mission updates and letters from missionaries are posted on the bulletin board in Narthex, by main office.
Our Missions handbook has further details on all our missionaries, and will be available on the resource table
in the Narthex later in the spring.
Thank you for your prayers and support to bring the love of Christ to a hurting world!

A Thank You from Bethel AME
Dear Friends,
Another big THANK YOU to you and your members that
have and continue to contribute items to our Food Pantry.
We are so thankful for your Thanksgiving donations!
As we all know, food prices have gone up tremendously
which means not only do our people that come to the Food
Pantry have to pay more to squeak by, but the pantry has to
pay more as well for the food that we purchase.
We were able to provide our recipients with a nutritious
and great Thanksgiving meal.
Your generous help is greatly appreciated!!!
You continue to amaze us each year with your generosity.
May God continue to bless you.
Submitted in Christian Love,
Bethel Food Pantry
Sister Betty Frazier, Chairperson

