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Worship with us:
Saturday, 5:30 pm | Sunday, 8:30 am | Sunday, 9:30 am | Sunday, 11 am

THE HEALING STORIES ACCORDING TO MARK
Sermon Series Beginning March 1st
During the season of Lent, you’re invited to
explore the gift of healing as we focus on the
healing stories of Jesus in the Gospel according
to Mark. Beginning with the healing of the
paralytic in Mark 2:1-12 on March 1, each week
will feature a different healing account that will
cover many different aspects of Jesus’ healing
ministry. Invite a friend or neighbor to First
Church during these weeks leading up to the day
of resurrection!
Rev. Tom Korkuch, Pastor

Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor

Rev. Karen Murray, Director, Christian Education

Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth

Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader

Norm Dorrell, Co-Music Leader

Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator

Devika Gill, Director of First Light
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From Pastor Tom
From “Lint” to “Lent”
When I was the Associate Pastor at Grace Church in Wyckoff, I remember the Youth Pastor at the time
coming up with a clever way to describe Lent for the children. He started out by emptying the contents of a
small bag onto the piano. Out of the bag tumbled balled up wads of fluffy, dirty looking debris that he no
doubt emptied from his dryer that morning. “So, what’s all this talk about the ‘Season of Lint’ that I’m
hearing about?” he said enthusiastically.
That’s when an accomplice in the congregation strolled up to the front and pretended to whisper in the Youth
Pastor’s ear. “You mean it’s not ‘Lint?’” he said quizzically. And with a look of enlightenment on his face,
he then regained his pastoral composure and skillfully made the connection between the fluffy, dirty looking
debris that was residing on the piano and the need to metaphorically rid our lives of similar debris that we call
sin.
From “Lint” to “Lent.”
This is the time of the year when Christians are invited to do some serious soul searching – to dig deep
beneath the layers that we all inevitably carry around with us in the attempt to uncover the reality of who we
are in the grand scheme of things. As such, Lent is meant to be a somewhat uncomfortable process. It’s not
easy to admit our shortcomings and our failures before ourselves or God. And yet, this is exactly what these
forty days of preparation are meant to accomplish. Lent prepares us to bear our true selves at the foot of the
cross and the reality of the empty tomb by challenging us to strip away the façade that often conceals the
children of God we are meant to be.
We have an opportunity, friends, as we mark off these forty days prior to Easter to be strong in our faith. In
quiet moments of reflection, we can consider the bigger picture of our lives and stretch our understanding of
how God in Christ fits into that picture. As a community of
faith, we can join with others in worship, prayer, study, and service as we wrestle with
what it means to journey
with Christ to the cross and beyond.
May your Lenten journey be deep, challenging, and real.
Grace and Peace!
Pastor Tom

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make
an electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just
scan this QR code and you’ll be connected to our
mobile giving page!
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From the Missions Commiee
One of the issues our country continues to struggle
with is instilling social and economic equality to all of
its communities. There is no question that over time,
the rich have become richer while the poor continue to
be worse off. Although it is not a crime to be rich, it
seems that some of our laws and how people view
other people are biased toward helping the rich while
continuing to provide little relief for the poor. People
who are born into wealth usually have wealth after
growing up and starting a family. Quite often this is
because they are given opportunities by their parents
and grandparents which they could have never
experienced if their family lived in poverty. On the
other hand, it is very common for poverty to follow
one family’s generation after another as it is a vicious
circle that can instill a broken feeling to the people it
affects; especially for those who are AfricanAmerican. According to the Economic Policy
Institute, the average wealth of black families living in
the United States is 7 times lower than the average
wealth of white families.

the pleasure of hearing the executive director of the
Neighborhood Center, Michael Landis, talk about
some of the problems in Camden and how the
Neighborhood Center is helping the community to
combat these problems. For those who are unaware,
the Neighborhood Center was established in 1913 by a
bunch of concerned citizens who recognized that the
existing help from the community churches,
organizations and city services was not enough to
meet Camden’s daily needs toward fighting poverty
along with the hopelessness and despair that comes
with it. Back then as well as today, the mission of the
Neighborhood Center is to genuinely love their
neighbors as themselves and provide abundant
services while instilling hope every day. In addition,
the Neighborhood Center focuses on a two-generation
approach for lifting families out of poverty.

To no surprise it is impossible for the many poor
families to save up for the high cost of college tuition.
It does not help when almost half of Camden students
are classified as drift-aways because they have
The Bible has numerous passages on how the people stopped attending school. One of the reasons for such
of God are to treat the poor with kindness, dignity and a large pool of dropouts is due to the family
love. For example, Proverbs 14:31 says: “He who
breakdown and the financial devastation that goes
oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker,
with this. In many instances, children living in
but whoever is kind to the needy honors God”.
Camden have only a single parent to rely on, primarily
Proverbs 22:9 states: “A generous man will himself be a mom. Quite often the mom has to work several jobs
blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.”
just so her family can live “hand to mouth,” resulting
in little time with her family. With a median family
Sadly, there appears to be a stigma in our society that income of $27,000 and 37% of the people living in
being poor implies one is lazy and does not want to
poverty (2018 U.S. Census Bureau), it is
work for a living. But for the many poor people who
understandable that there is no money left to save for
are struggling to see their daily needs met, nothing
college. Unfortunately, in some homes there is not a
could be further from the truth. Sometimes people are high presence of a father figure as some are living on
financially poor because they have made wrong
the streets, some on drugs or incarcerated.
decisions in their life and need a second chance.
Others are poor resulting from a situation out of their Thankfully, due to yours and other people’s generous
control, like a health related or job layoff problem.
contributions, the Neighborhood Center is able to help
Many are unable to rise above their poverty because
the community by providing not only economic
they were never given an opportunity to excel in
stability, but giving hope and showing love to the
anything such as going to college. Having a college
many poverty stricken families in Camden. The
degree allows a person to land a job that could enable Neighborhood Center is also committed to
them to respectably earn a living. But being poor
strengthening the family while teaching the core valmeans one unexpected bill is the difference between
ues in living a Godly life. To accomplish this, the
living in a home and being homeless.
Neighborhood Center offers many types of ministries.
These ministries include but are not limited to
Back on an unusually warm January weekend, we had

Connued on the next page...
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academic, athletic and arts programs for children and
teenagers while working with their parents to be the
driving force to transform their community. Additional
services include providing healthy breakfast and lunches to approximately 500 children and adults every
weekday, child study, preschooler services, pantry, etc.
Every day the Neighborhood Center provides the tools
for children and teenagers to one day be
successful in life. This includes working with high
school students so that academically they are
prepared for college while working with parents to find
a financial way for their children to attend
college. This past year, the Neighborhood Center had a
100% success rate with sending off the high school seniors they work with to college, including an
African-American student named Joseph who is
attending Rutgers University in New Brunswick.
This month we recognize the Neighborhood Center
which for the past 107 years has been a driving force in
helping the Camden Community while being a beacon
of hope by instilling faith-based concepts by exemplifying the love of Christ through words and action. The
Neighborhood Center is always looking for volunteers
to help with one or more of their
ministries. If you feel led to volunteer, please check
them out at www.neighborhoodrising.org and
contact their staff.
Finally, our church will be having a workday at the
Neighborhood Center in the fall. Please look for details as the time draws near so you can sign up and
mark your calendar.
Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member
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WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP!!
Youth Group for grades 6-12. Jr. & Sr. High meets every Sunday night from 6 to 8 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study for Jr. & Sr. High meets every Wednesday night from 6 tp 8 pm throughout the school year in the Resource Room.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Spaghe/ Dinner
Saturday, March 21, 4:30—7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Let us cook dinner for you! Help support youth missions!
Tickets are available in Fellowship Hall during coﬀee hour(10:30-11am)
or contact: Kathy Clawges, kclawges@gmail.com /856-912-1148 or Robin Stepp at rlstepp@comcast.net
Adults $10.00/Children and seniors $8.00/Family max $30 / $12 at the Door
Bible Study
Wednesday, March 4, 6—8 pm in the Resource Room
A CASE FOR EASTER by Lee Strobel. Do you have ques'ons about the ﬁrst Easter? Then you are in the right place! During this
four-week study, we will look at the story surrounding the death and resurrec'on of Jesus - and how you can know the events
recorded in the Bible are true! All Jr. & Sr. High Students welcome to join us.
We will meet each Wednesday in March, the 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th from 6-8 pm in the Resource room.
For ques'ons contact: Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 or kclawges@gmail.com.

Now What? 75% of Teens Own Smartphones
Homeward Some years ago, as smartphones emerged onto the technology scene, many parents were hesitant to provide teens with a pocket-sized
supercomputer that could allow their kids to access the Internet with just a few taps on the screen. While some parents are s'll concerned, it appears that the power of culture has changed the equa'on. Moms and dads are deciding that waging a smartphone ba>le
with their teenager is not one worth ﬁgh'ng anymore.
Teen ownership of smartphones has surged in recent years. In 2013, it was es'mated that just under 50% of 12- to 17-year-olds owned
smartphones. Recent es'mates for 2016 suggest that by the end of the year, 75% of teenagers will own a smartphone.
Now What?
If your teenager owns a smartphone, there are s'll appropriate steps you can take to minimize the risks of smartphone use:

• Be proac've in seBng guidelines for smartphone usage with your teens and tweens. The sooner you begin smartphone usage conversa'ons with your kids, the be>er.
• Be sure to set expecta'ons for overnight usage for phones. Our recommenda'on: establish a loca'on in your home to dock/charge
all smartphones overnight. Establish a no overnight usage policy for everyone (including parents) and the 'mes (like 9:00 p.m. to 6:00
a.m.) for when the phones are oﬀ-limits.
• Monitor your teen’s smartphone usage. Establishing the understanding that you will periodically monitor your teen’s phone usage
can help mo'vate him or her to be responsible.
• Establish regular smartphone “fas'ng” days for your family. This will help kids understand that it’s possible to survive without technology. They may even learn to enjoy these days.
•

Be an advocate for your teen to experience more face-to-face interac'on with their friends.

We highly recommend buying the parent smartphone guidebook, Should I Just Smash My Kid’s Phone? by Doug Fields and Jona6
than McKee, for an in-depth look at this issue.

•
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I recently received the book Perspectives on
Worship; it has been an interesting read. The title of a
particular chapter caught my eye, Yielded Instruments. Here is an excerpt: “I’ve never seen a guitar,
drum set, piano or organ, sitting alone and unattended all of a sudden yield music. Instruments only work
when they are under the control of a musician. They
yield to the hands of the one holding them. As a musician I love music!! I’m drawn to the entire experience
of magnifying the Lord in music and song. It is a glorious interchange from our hearts to his.” Isn’t this
what music does for us? It allows us to lift our voice
in praise to our Lord.
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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your mind. This is the first commandment. And the second is like it; you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37-39 NRSV

When I sat down to write my March Messenger article, I kept hearing the words to the song
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” in
my head. How do people know you are a Christian?
Are you acting like a Christian? Are you displaying
and sharing God’s love? Or is there something blocking you from being loving, accepting, and gracious to
Last month we had our Hymn and Praise Sing yourself or your neighbor?
Along. It was a wonderful evening which I hope we
The words to this song say, “We are one in
the
Spirit,
we are one in the Lord and we pray that all
will do again. Yet, I know that each hymn or praise
song was picked for a reason. Was it a favorite? Ab- unity may one day be restored; And they’ll know we
are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll
solutely!! Was is picked because it brought back
know we are Christians by our love.”
memories of good times, times of trial or simply a
During this season of Lent, consider what it
shared experience? For sure! I know one hymn in
looks like to really love yourself and your neighbor as
particular, “How Great Thou Art” was the very first God loves you, after all God sent Jesus to be the sachymn sung at the first service in our then newly built rificial lamb taking on the sins of the world so that
Sanctuary. History; history of our heritage, traditions, you could live an abundant life in Christ.
the list is a long one. Yes, we lift our hearts and voicI challenge you, during this Lenten season, to
es in song to glorify our Lord. We are instruments in share your love, God’s love and let those around you
see that you are a Christian by the way you love.
the song of life.
We each bring an instrument to the Lord: your Pastor Karen Murray, DCE
heart, my heart. What is important is that we let the
Master tune it and use it for His glory. Let your songs
flow, let our songs flow together to magnify and
praise the Lord!

Reminder: Thursday Afternoon Children’s Youth
Group continues to meet at 5 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Children between the ages of 5 & 5th grade are
welcome. March 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th

Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader

Grace and Peace
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Entered Into God’s Glory
Jane Mertz on January 24, 2020
Richard Loring on February 5, 2020
Helen Sweeney on February 11, 2020
Charlotte O’Toole on February 14, 2020

The next Red Cross Blood Drive will be Tuesday,
March 24 in Fellowship Hall. Appointments are
available from 1:30 un'l 6:15 pm. If you are
blessed with good health, please consider sharing
that blessing with someone in need. To make an
appointment, visit redcrossblood.org, contact
Jen Dunne at jendunne1@gmail.com or
856-979-6329 . Thank you for giving the giO of
life!

Easter ﬂower order forms will be available soon in weekend worship
bulle'ns, so keep an eye out for them! If you are unable to come to church
and would like an order form, please contact the church oﬃce,
856-235-0450, and we will send you one when they are available.

Coﬀee House Sing-a-long
Friday, March 6th
8:00pm (doors open @ 7:30)

Sing-a-long to your favorite songs from the 60s & 70s
The Beatles, James Taylor, CSNY, Simon & Garfunkel, & many more
Sing-a-long lead by members of Collins Flynn Band & Trouble with Plaid
Admission: FREE, but dona'ons are welcomed
Dona'ons will beneﬁt Kate’s Place
Social program for developmentally delayed teens and young adults
ALL ARE WELCOME
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