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FOR ALL
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed…
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From Pastor Tom
“A More Perfect Union”
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
The Declaration of Independence
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged
by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.
Martin Luther King
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28

The killing of George Floyd on the streets of Minneapolis on May 25 was a stark reminder that we
have not lived up to the promise of our nation. Even as we celebrate the Fourth of July this year
(albeit in a muted way), it must be on our minds and our hearts that the words printed above have
largely fallen on deaf ears in our society. The atmosphere of tension on our nation’s streets since
May 25 have spoken volumes about the necessary work that is yet to be accomplished if we are to
truly be “one nation under God,” because the killing of George Floyd was not blip on the screen. Far
from it. It was just the latest incident in the ongoing sad saga of racism that we have been struggling
with as a people since slavery was first brought to the shores of this land in the early 17 th century.
I believe that all people of good will want to see change when it comes to the issue of racism, but in
order for that change to be realized in any meaningful way, hearts, minds, souls, and spirits need to
be receptive to the realities of our society. Moreover, it is not sufficient for individuals to be receptive
to change. Society and culture will need to undergo a radical change as well. As those who follow in
the way of Jesus, we need to be vocal as Paul was when he spoke in Galatians of our common
humanity as being the source of our unity “in Christ Jesus.” We need to proclaim loudly that the
barriers and the walls that divide us no longer reign when we see one another first and foremost as
children of God.
Friends, there is no doubt that all lives matter. Life is precious and of infinite worth regardless of who
we are speaking about. But in the current environment we are talking about black lives mattering, so
that needs to be the focus and the genesis for change. If we fail to do that and generalize the
conversation, then we deny the urgency of the situation, hoping that it will just go away on its own.
What we can do as people of faith is to intentionally work for a systematic change in our society. We
need to have the courage to call out systems and attitudes that deny our common humanity as
children of God. We need to challenge leadership at all levels of government and the private sector
to approach this matter with the utmost seriousness, knowing that while diversity represents one of
our greatest strengths as a people, hatred and division represents the devil that threatens to undo
us.
And, of course, we need to surround this situation in prayer. Pray for those who have lost family
members and friends due to racial violence. Pray for our police men and women who have an
incredibly difficult job. Pray for peace. Pray for justice. Pray for change. Finally, pray that God would
“mend thine every flaw,” as Katharine Lee Bates so aptly wrote so many years ago in America the
Beautiful.
Let us all, as sisters, brothers, and children of God, work for a more perfect union.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Tom

Virtual Children’s Ministry
Facebook Page: First United Methodist Church Children’s Ministry Moorestown
@FUMCkidschurch
While our Sunday School is currently closed due to Covid-19, we are gathering virtually, on our Children’s
Ministry Facebook Page.
The picture associated with our page is heart & hands (below).

Hi FUMC families!
We are so excited to announce that VBS WILL BE HAPPENING this year! With one modification, though.
Instead of you bringing your kids to VBS, we’re bringing VBS to your kids.
This summer, on July 13th, 14th, & 15th, we’ll be using a virtual-friendly VBS called BOLT. With minimal
preparation, easy-to-follow instructions, and a video that leads you and your kids step-by-step through each
of the 3 days, BOLT is designed for you to perform with your family at home. It’s so simple!
During BOLT, your family will participate in fun games that illustrate what it means to listen to, focus on,
and follow Jesus. Depending on your pace, you can expect that each day’s experience will last about an
hour and a half. It’s great for kids age 5 through 4th grade.
There’s something else we’re really excited about—this could also be an amazing outreach opportunity.
If you feel comfortable gathering with more people, you can invite as many neighbors, friends, and family
to your house for BOLT as you would like. It’s such an easy and fun way to share the good news of Jesus
with our community.
To register, please send an email to Donna Banes at donna@meetwithgod.com. Please be sure to include
child’s name, date of birth, grade entering in the fall, and email contact information.
Please have this information to us no later than June 25th.
We’ll be sending you more information as we get closer to July. In the meantime, get your family excited
about BOLT. This is going to be SO MUCH FUN!
Blessings,
Donna Banes
Kathy Clawges
Devika Gill

FUMC Blessings Challenge
Are you fighting Covid-19 fatigue? Do you want to break out of your routine? Then take the FUMC
Blessings Challenge! Be a blessing to someone in need. Find a great way to bless them and
tell us the story that results. Then we will ALL be blessed to know how you shared the love of Christ
with your neighbor.
50 volunteers will be asked to take the Blessings Challenge:
The first 50 volunteers will be engaged
Volunteers must be members of FUMC
email missions@meetwithGod.com to register or leave your name in a message at the Church
office (856.235.0450)
Each Participant will be given $100 cash and some written directions:
Use the $ to bless someone other than yourself or your immediate family
You can use all $ on one person/item or for multiple gifts for multiple persons
Members can team-up to make a collective blessing
Your blessing is entirely up to you – you need not review it with us. But, please insure the
recipient will be able to accept your gift and respect their confidentiality, if they so request.
Please pray about your effort and give it in the name of Christ.
Then, tell us your story and share your blessing with your friends at First Church. We will work with
the FUMC Communications Team to celebrate our experiences – on our website, on Facebook or
via email.
______________________________________________________________________
Pray about what you can do! Some ideas to get you thinking:
Honor a member who has passed with a memorial tree, garden, bench, birdbath, etc.
Make soup and muffins for shut-in neighbors.
Buy a tablet for an older member. Set it up so they can watch video services and Zoom meetings.
Buy lunch or dinner for caregivers at senior facilities where our members reside.
Help feed the homeless in Camden via Eyes of Our Heart breakfast ministry (every 3 rd Saturday).

Remember, God will bless our efforts to spread His love during this difficult time!
Questions? Call the Missions Committee at 856.266.0524

The life of the church depends on your giving. While the church is closed,
our ministry must continue. Please consider electronic giving.
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

A Note on Missions

Sometimes people do not have the means to purchase food
because they are out of work or sick and have nothing but
the shirt on their back. Humanly speaking, they have as
Everyone has fond memories that brings joy to them. These much chance of finding food some days (during normal
memories can be triggered by activities such as talking to a times) as if they were out in the desert. Yet the pandemic
loved one, seeing an old friend, revisiting a special place,
has made this next to impossible. Thankfully, with God all
hearing a familiar song, etc. Sometimes these joyful
things are possible. Every day God allows His children to
memories allow us an opportunity to take a break and relive learn about someone’s needs and has them address it by
in our minds the happier times of our lives. For many,
being a blessing to that person; all in the name of Christ.
thinking of happier times is a way to cope during the difficult
times of the pandemic, which has triggered a lot of anxiety One example of how God allows us to fill a need for His
glory is how the people of First Church continue to support
and fearful thoughts that some may never forget.
the monthly Camden breakfast through the ministries of the
One of the memories I will never forget was finding out
Eyes of Our Heart and Seeds of Hope, feeding the poor,
about the shortages of food in many of our grocery stores
the sick, and the homeless during the pandemic. Since
at the start of the pandemic. My son Jonathan had just
March, we have been unable to meet at the Volunteers of
gone into a major grocery store and reported how shocked America (VOA) building in Camden to serve breakfast to
he was to witness nearly every shelve in the store emptied. our guests. Instead, Judi Angelow has rallied, organized
He even took a picture to prove it since everything was so
and led the “troops” to have people drop off food and water
surreal to him. It is hard to believe that living in the most
at her house (contactless) a day before she and her
wealthy country in the world, in a land of plenty, that this
daughter Synclaire load up her van and deliver over 200
could happen here and now. This was quite different from
bags of food to the many needy souls on the streets of
how it was at the start of the year, when the unemployment Camden. This is also done with the much appreciated help
rate was at a record 50 year low (3.5%), the economy was of Seeds of Hope. Typically, each bag consists of a peanut
strong, life seemed “normal” and there was no hint of a
butter and jelly sandwich, a water bottle, fruit, and a snack.
crisis like this occurring. Yet over the first couple of days of Although it is a lot of work in preparing the bags, Judi feels
the pandemic, many people became anxious and began
that the people of Camden are very kind and grateful for
hoarding all types of food, cleaning products, and yes, toilet everything we do. She along with Synclaire feel very
paper, because they feared that with the stay-at-home
blessed. Judi also says that she needs help with preparing
order in effect, everything would be in scarce supply. Many the sandwiches and packing the bags. Please contact her
people could not rationalize that our food supply would be
at judi0821@yahoo.com if you can help her by preparing
fine because God continues to watch over us.
the bags, loading them into her van, and/or donating food
each month. By doing this you will not only be a blessing to
One of the earliest stories in the Bible that teaches us that
someone, but feel blessed as well.
we do not live by bread alone is found in Exodus chapter
16. This is when God has just delivered the Israelites out of Allan Estrin
bondage from the Egyptians, but now in the desert they are Missions Committee Member
grumbling to Moses and Aaron that God is not providing
them food. What must have been hurtful to God was the
Israelites were now saying “if only we had not left Egypt, we
could have had all of the food we wanted.” Imagine, it had
only been two short months since God had delivered the
Israelites to freedom. Before they got to that point, they had
witnessed all the destruction of the plagues inflicted upon
Egypt, but had miraculously been spared themselves. One
would have thought that by witnessing God’s many
miracles (including the parting of the Red Sea) in such a
short time, their faith would have been very strong,
remembering that God was protecting and watching after
them no matter how bad life seemed. Instead, the
Israelites began to grumble that God had brought them into
the desert only to starve them to death. Many of the
Israelites lacked the capacity to look beyond their current
situation and recall the good memories of how God helped
and sustained them.
Of course God knows that all of us need food to live. In fact,
Jesus said our Father knows our needs before we ask Him
(Matthew 6:8) . But in this instance God wanted to show the
Israelites (and us as well) that life is more than eating. God
wants us to seek Him in good and bad times by praying,
listening to Him, and feeding on His word. God did not
abandon the Israelites. He provided more than enough
manna and meat for them every day during their 40 years
in the desert (except on the Sabbath). Throughout this time,
the Israelites were well aware they had no means to obtain
food out in the desert without God’s intervention.

Synclaire, Judi, and Santos take a moment’s pause
while delivering food in Camden.

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

Prayer's Ability
Prayer in the time of trouble brings peace to the weary soul,
Prayer in the time of triumph acknowledges God's in control.
Prayer is never irrelevant; it is essential to our life,
It's not a crutch which to lean on, or to use in times of strife.
Prayer is a type of thanksgiving, a greeting to God for His grace,
Prayer is the essence of morning, the fragrance of life to embrace.
Prayer is a holy connection, a quiet time at God's feet,
In prayer we acknowledge dependence, a place where God and man meet.
Prayer is the means of sustaining a faith that at times can grow weak,
The power of prayer is enriching, uplifting to hear our God speak.
It's not an audible message, no finger to write out His plan,
But a still small voice known as conscience is God's way of speaking to man.
When all other avenues falter, and man's ingenuity fails,
God, in His infinite wisdom, is the source who always prevails.
Nothing can bring such contentment as spending an hour in prayer,
God is a most willing listener and He is eternally there.

Poet: Greta Zwaan, ©2011
Perhaps this is a poem written about prayer. As we read it, though, do we find ourselves actually praying?
A beautiful Prayer Poem for our times!
God Bless

Member Notes
Entered Into God’s Glory
Ken Stellwagen on May 31, 2020

Meet Our New Lay Leader!
Hello! My name is Robin Webb and I am the new Lay Leader.
I thought I would take this opportunity to introduce myself. I was raised in Medford, NJ and was a longtime member of Medford UMC. I attended Sunday School and MYF, sang in the choir and rang in the
bell choir. I was confirmed there in 1972 and married there in 1992.
In 2015, I joined First UMC, Moorestown, and I feel like I came home! I have been blessed over and over
by the staff and congregation, especially at the 8:30 service! I have been lucky to lead worship and
facilitate several adult Sunday School classes.
I received my Basic Lay Servant certificate in 2017 and have completed several Advanced Lay Servant
classes. I have been blessed to preach at the Delran and Mt. Holly UM churches and also here at First UMC.
I work as a paralegal for the State of NJ at the Department of Children and Families/Division of Child
Protection and Permanency. I currently reside in Maple Shade with my husband Ron. We will be
celebrating 12 years of marriage in June. We have two daughters and five grandchildren. Our eldest
daughter resides in Maple Shade with her husband and two of our grandsons. Our younger daughter
lives in California with her husband, our two granddaughters and our youngest grandson. Our oldest
grandson is currently at USMC Camp Lejeune, NC.
I love to read – mysteries are a favorite. I nearly always have my Nook with me or a book! I love music –
especially Classic Rock. The Stones, Aerosmith, and the Beach Boys are some of my favorite groups! I’m
still trying to convince Pastor Tom to do a Rolling Stones series next year!
As the Lay Leader, I am the liaison between you - the congregation, and the pastors. I am looking
forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas.
Please feel free to contact me – I can be reached at robinwebb628@aol.com or 856-419-1331 (my cell).
Blessings to all and Summertime is Here!!
Robin Webb

A Note of Thanks
Thank you to everyone who sent cards, notes, emails and texts with
so many kinds words and good wishes for my retirement! And a
special thank you to the members of the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee for the beautiful flowers, wonderful dinner, and especially
for all your support through my years on staff and through this time
of transition. It has been my joy to serve our congregation and staff
for the past 18+ years, and I look forward to continuing to serve as a
volunteer, and to remaining part of this amazing church family!
With love,
Karen Halligan

