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Outdoor worship Sundays at 10 am (weather permitting)
Or join us online at meetwithGod.com

Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it
He rested from all the work of creating that He had done. Genesis 2:3

Outdoor Worship Continues!
All are welcome to outdoor worship services each Sunday at 10:00 am on the
church grounds, weather permitting. Masks and social distancing are required.
Please feel free to bring lawn chairs to sit on as well. Umbrellas would also be advisable. To volunteer to assist with set up, contact
Pastor HeyYoung at heyyoung@meetwithGod.com.
Rev. Tom Korkuch, Pastor

Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor

Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth

Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader

Norm Dorrell, Co-Music Leader

Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator

Devika Gill, Director of First Light

Joan Flamini, Office Administrator

From Pastor Tom
Making All Things New
“And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said,
‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”
These words from Revelation 21:5 suggest to us that God is in the business of renewal – which is
what makes the gift of summer Sabbath such a restful and relaxing divine gift, even in the midst of
this unusual season that we find ourselves in.
And yet, with September now here, we are reminded that God is also involved in the business of
renewal through the work of the church. With the new church season, each of us has the opportunity
to recommit ourselves to the work that God has placed upon our hearts as disciples of Jesus. Of
course, it is particularly challenging this year as we have had to find new and inventive ways to
engage in that work. Nevertheless, from my vantage point, we are becoming more and more
accustomed to this new COVID-19 reality, and I’m certain the same will be true in the future when a
vaccine becomes readily available.
Having said that, the pandemic hasn’t altered the foundational pieces of what we do as disciples.
The only thing that has changed is how we do them. It all starts with worship on Sunday mornings
where we center our spirits and equip ourselves for the lives that God calls us to. Outdoor worship,
which will continue for the foreseeable future as the seasons allow, has been a wonderful shot in the
arm for us. But whether we’re indoors or outdoors, worship for the community of faith should always
be the rock solid foundation for everything that we do. Without worship – and fellowship as brothers
and sisters in Christ – our good works outside the four walls of the church lack that crucial
connection that’s needed if we are to be a true reflection of the body of Christ. I would encourage
everyone to commit to worship in this new church year regardless of where it takes place (even or
especially online)!
From worship, we are then encouraged to dig a little deeper through small groups and common
learning. At First Church, there are several small group and learning options. Most recently, Rev.
Patti Walz has started the “”Eureka!” Book Club that will engage participants in topical issues and
relate them to our life in the faith. I have also started something called “Link Up with Pastor Tom”
which is designed to be an online forum for discussion, sharing, and mutual support. I imagine these
to be monthly gatherings at least initially. Please don’t hesitate to contact me for more information on
these two new groups.
Then, rounding it all off, is our service to the world, something which always has been a strength of
First Church. From Eyes of Our Hearts and Martha’s Hands to Divorce Care and our Unemployed
Ministry (and so much more), there are many ways that disciples can live out their calling in Christ
through service. Of course, if you have a new idea, that’s great too!
As we partner with God in “making all things new” in this unusual new church season, let’s recommit
ourselves to the ministry that we’ve been entrusted to as part of First Church!
Grace and Peace!
Pastor Tom
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

Missions Update – September 2020
Faith Promise offerings have been strong with totals through July meeting all pledged giving! Many
thanks to our generous members for maintaining their support of our missionaries. Please continue
to keep them in your prayers. None of our missionaries have contracted the Covid virus, but all
have experienced serious difficulties carrying out their missions programs during the pandemic. In
many countries, curfews are enforced with imprisonment for any violation. In such countries, many
residents cannot work and their families are starving. Many of our missionaries have refocused their
efforts on feeding programs to assist in essential food distribution to those starving families.
Our food donations at FUMC continue. Collection bins are available at the Camden Ave and
Pleasant Valley entrances. Non-perishable food donations are directed to local food distribution
points at First Baptist, St. Matthew Lutheran, Moorestown AME and Masonville UMC. Diapers are
collected for the UMC Maker’s Place program in Trenton. Men’s underwear is directed to homeless
men in Camden who are served by our church’s Eyes of Our Heart program. Many thanks to all our
members for your continued strong support of these efforts!
Monthly breakfasts for the street folks in Camden by Eyes of Our Heart have continued through the
pandemic, but had to be completely changed. Indoor breakfast at the VOA hall could not be accommodated after the shut-down was declared, so breakfasts are now assembled into plastic grocery
bags, loaded into vans and driven through Camden for distribution to the needy. Donations for the
monthly breakfasts are needed and help assembling the bags once a month (at FUMC) is also
needed. Please contact Judi Angelow (267-808-4765) if you can donate food or time assembling
bags the night before the breakfast – held the third Saturday of every month.
Our church-wide Mission Trip to Vermont and other service projects had to be cancelled due to
Covid-19. However, we have been able to experience a form of mission through our Blessing
Challenge program. Almost three dozen members enrolled in the challenge and found ways to
personally bless others in many different ways. We will be telling everyone about their experiences
in the near future and include two of those blessings stories herein. Watch for more stories on
Facebook, on the website and in your email over the next few months!

A Note on Missions

Amanda is an Occupational Therapist (OT) for
children at a Philadelphia school. With children
having their entire life ahead of them, Amanda
plays a pivotal role in making them feel better and
The Mission’s Committee wants to sincerely
improving their quality of life. Like Ryan, I am
thank those who have taken the FUMC
thankful for Amanda’s due diligence in helping the
Blessings Challenge by sharing a story of
people she comes in contact with and being a
someone who has been a blessing to you and
blessing to them. When I confronted both Ryan and
others. We appreciate your time in writing their
Amanda on one hot evening in July, I thanked them
stories so everyone can feel blessed after
for their service and being a blessing to others
reading about their kindness and love on our
while showing my appreciation by giving them gift
church’s social media sites. It is truly heart felt on
cards to enjoy. The look of surprise on their face
how these people you wrote about love to help
was priceless. They probably were thinking they
other people and are a testimony of God’s
were just doing their job by carrying out their duties.
command to love your neighbor as yourself.
Instead, we greatly appreciate their kind acts and
being a blessing to many people.
Back in mid-July I also took the Blessings
Challenge by identifying three people who have
I have known Fred as my professor in physics, my
been a blessing to other people. Two of them are advisor and my friend since my college days at
my next door neighbors, a young couple named Susquehanna University (SU) beginning in the fall
Ryan & Amanda who my wife Stephanie and I
of 1978. Even though the courses Fred taught were
have been slowly getting to know since they
always very challenging, I loved how he
moved in over a year ago. The third person is Dr. interacted and connected with his students while
Fred Grosse, who I would characterize as my life- helping them “think” on their own. One day Fred
came dressed to class as Ben Franklin and while in
time friend/mentor who lives in central
-character he taught his students the “physics of
Pennsylvania with his wife Sherrill in which we
continue to stay in contact by phone and through electricity.” All of us could not stop laughing
because we had experienced Fred’s humor,
visits.
positive attitude and spunk and knew he was/is a
character.
While providing a letter to both Ryan and

Amanda that explained why I believe they are a
blessing to many people, I had the pleasure of
telling them face to face about our church’s
Blessings Challenge and why I selected them.
When talking to Ryan, who is a nurse practitioner
at a local nursing home/rehab facility, I thanked
him for caring for the people he comes in contact
with during these challenging times. Like all
caregivers, I appreciate that he places his
patient’s health above and beyond his own
welfare. Back in April Ryan contracted the
COVID-19 virus. Thankfully, with Amanda’s help
in attending to his needs, Ryan made a full
recovery and is now back to work full-time. With
the pandemic I am sure that the days are long for
Ryan but we appreciate his resolve in helping
people and being a blessing to them.

What makes Fred a blessing to others is that he
loves to be personally invested in people’s lives,
especially the Physics and Computer students he
mentored and taught. Back in 2010 the alumni association sponsored a “light roast” for Fred to celebrate his 50 years of teaching at SU. Just hearing
the many testimonies of his former students and
how he helped them both inside and outside of the
classroom was a blessing for those who were there
that evening. To many Fred is not only a friend but
has taken on a father figure role by his patience, wit
and humbleness. When I had an opportunity to talk
at the roast, I mentioned that Fred and Sherrill are
like family; I don’t get to see Fred often, but when I
do, we easily re-connect.

During my time at SU both Fred and I were not
Christians. We never discussed religion nor
politics. It was not until years later after I became
a Christian that I realized that Fred too was a
Christian. He told me that in 1996 he went for a
week to an Emmaus Retreat sponsored by the
United Methodists and it was there he gave his
life to Christ. Fred will tell you that God must
have been working on him to become a believer
the year before when taking a 3-week Oceanographic Cruise with a former student and other
scientists doing research from Woods Hole.
They were studying the “deep layer boundary
current” from Nova Scotia to Norfolk, Va. As a
physicist Fred was enamored with waves and
was hoping to see some very large ones. He got
more than he bargained for when for 24 hours
they encountered a very bad storm with 80 foot
waves and 40 knot winds that were hitting the
boat as the captain kept driving the boat right
into the waves so it would not capsize. Fred tells
me he was not scared during the storm. Maybe it
had to do with him reading a book called “More
than a Carpenter” by Josh McDowell while on
the boat. The author states Jesus had to either
be a liar, a lunatic or the Lord as he claimed.
Fred realized intellectually, that Jesus must be
Lord because the Apostles knew the truth and
no one would die for a liar or a lunatic.
Shortly after Fred became a Christian he started
playing guitar in his church’s worship and praise
band. It was there where he learned and
memorized many of the Christian songs. He
says how could you not get excited about Jesus
with those songs in your head all day. Six
months after saying yes to Jesus, Fred decided
to answer the call of going into the “Kairos”
prison ministries. Both Fred and other Christians
from that ministry went into the US Federal
Prison to visit residents in maximum security.
Fred also met residents residing at a county prison on Sunday evenings. Fred would sing and
play Christian songs on his guitar for them to join
in and sing. Many of the prisoners liked the singing and enjoyed his company along with the
Christian fellowship. For over 20 years Fred
visited the prisoners and invested his time into
their lives while teaching and sharing the love of
Christ. Fred tells me that many of his best

friends are druggies, thieves or murderers, but
they all enjoy having their time of fellowship with
the Lord. Besides, Fred jokingly said he had a
captive audience where they had all the time in
the world to listen to him sing as they were not
going anywhere.
Now a days Fred and I hardly talk physics when
we catch up on the phone. Instead we share
stories in what the Lord is doing in our lives and
how God is blessing us and / or our families
even though we sometimes have to go through
storms in our lives. Fred’s eyesight is not good,
one eye is legally blind yet Fred continues to be
upbeat, because he has the joy of the Lord in his
heart. I told Fred about our church’s blessing challenge and he felt honored that he was one of the recipients of an award that names one as a blessing to
others. I am sure that like Fred, Ryan and Amanda
you have someone in your life that has been a blessing to you and others which you would like to share
with the church so we can all feel blessed.
Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

Dr. Fred Grosse has
been a blessing to
many people by
investing his time in
people’s lives.

Amanda and Ryan are
both a blessing to the
many people they help.

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator
1st in a Series of 4

Fall Prayer Series
Welcome to a special Fall prayer series exploring the ACTS Prayer Model! Sometimes the thoughts
we want to share with our Lord feel scattered. We can change scattered thought into action by remembering the acronym “ACTS” as follows:
Adoration
Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication
Please enjoy the first in a series of four episodes exploring each action of the ACTS model.
ACTS Prayer Model
Adoration
Adoration is an act of praise and worship. Adoring the Lord means offering him the affections of
your heart and paying honor to him for his mighty power, wisdom, strength, goodness, mercy and
love.
“Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers can separate me from your love.” Romans 8:38
Praying the verse – You are a loving God. You are constantly by my side in every walk of life.
Wherever I go, you are there waiting to show yourself to me.
Additional suggested verses are Psalm 9:1-2, Psalm 57:9-11, and Psalm 71:14-24.
Adaped from The Prayer Guide of USC Community Church and The Acts Prayer Model by The Joseph Company (www.josephcompany.com)
We look forward to sharing the next episode—Confession—with you next month!
God Bless
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

Member Notes

Baptized
Benjamin William Lasoski,
son of Matthew and Rebecca Lasoski
on August 7, 2020

Entered into God’s Glory
Ruth V. O’Donnell
on June 2, 2020
Marilyn Mac Rae
On July 7, 2020

Many thanks to everyone who reached out
to express sympathy for the passing of our
grandmother and great-grandmother, Rita
Allen. We know that everyone is facing
unique challenges right now, and the fact
that you took the time to send cards and
share memories is deeply appreciated. We
are sure Rita would want everyone to
know that she is exactly where she wants
to be, in Heaven with her Lord!
Jeremiah, Jen and Amanda Appleton

Now more than ever, your blood donation is essential. The next Red Cross
Blood Drive will be Monday, September 28 in Fellowship Hall. The
commitment of each and every donor is deeply appreciated, and I apologize
that we were unable to regulate the temperature in Fellowship Hall for recent
drives, leading to last-minute cancellations. Your time is valuable, and we are
working hard to make sure that this blood drive is a success and that each
eligible donor is able to give. Appointments are required. To make appointment and review the measures the Red Cross is taking to ensure your safety,
visit redcrossblood.org. You can also make an appointment by contacting Jen
Dunne at jendunne1@gmail.com. All donors will need to wear face coverings.
If you come without a mask, one will be provided for you. Thank you for your
ongoing commitment to saving lives. Jen Dunne

