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Outdoor worship Sundays at 10 am (weather permitting)
Or join us online at meetwithGod.com

The grass withers,
the flower fades,
but the word of
our God
will stand
forever.
Isaiah 40:8

Outdoor Worship Continues!
All are welcome to outdoor worship services each Sunday at 10:00 am on the
church grounds, weather permitting. Masks and social distancing are required.
Please feel free to bring lawn chairs to sit on as well. To volunteer to assist with set
up, contact Pastor HeyYoung at heyyoung@meetwithGod.com.
Rev. Tom Korkuch, Pastor

Rev. HeyYoung Horton, Associate Pastor

Kathy Clawges, Director of Youth

Donna Banes, Co-Music Leader

Norm Dorrell, Co-Music Leader

Doug Hamilton, Maintenance Coordinator

Devika Gill, Director of First Light

Joan Flamini, Office Administrator

From Pastor Tom
“God is Love – and…”
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
I John 4:7-8
Author Catherine LaCugna has written a massive volume on the nature of God entitled God For Us.
It’s a huge book, but it ends with the simplest of ideas: “The very nature of God, therefore, is to seek
out the deepest possible communion and friendship with every last creature on this earth.” The best
sermon in the world probably couldn’t state it any better. The core of God’s very being is to be in
intimate connection with all creation – and nothing can change that!
Of course, the way that connection plays out for us in our daily lives is captured by a word that we’re
all very familiar with. As the author or I John puts it, “God is love” – and God has passed along that
most crucial part of God’s nature to all of us. But love is not only an action verb as we might think.
It’s not necessarily something we engage in as much as it’s something that’s been planted within us.
The key is to recognize this and to receive the gift that love is a part of our created nature.
This means that in order for us to be true to what we were created to be, we need to allow the love
of God to flow through us. Love defines us as human beings. It is the very presence of the “divine
spark” within that’s not something we can earn or that we deserve. In this way, it’s a lot like grace –
God’s free gift of unmerited favor for us. As the famous quote says, “God doesn’t love us because
we are good, God loves us because God is good.”
Friends, we are less recognizable as children of God when we fail to be loving in our relationships.
Nevertheless, that doesn’t mean that God isn’t always capable of seeing our true loving nature that
exists beneath the distortion. God can’t love you any more or any less than God loves you right now
– no matter what. It’s simply not in God’s nature.
If more people of faith would only accept this truth, the distortions of fear, and doubt, and selfishness
would be restrained in light of God’s great invitation – “Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself.” God is love – and so are you!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Tom

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

OCTOBER 2020 YOUTH NEWS
WELCOME TO FUMC YOUTH!
It is a blessing to see God continue to work through the youth and young adults of our church.
With Jesus at the helm, even during the Covid-19 crisis, we have and will continue to walk alongside
our youth in their faith journey.
Micah 7:8 Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise;
when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me.
Youth Group - grades 6th-12th meet every Sunday night from 6-8 pm. (start-up September 20th)
Small Groups
Jr. & Sr. High - meet Wednesday night 6-8pm. (start-up September 23rd)
College/Young Adults “YAs” - meet Thursday night 6-8pm (start-up September 24th)
We are currently studying the book, “Feed the Dog.”
**Please note - all groups are currently meeting outside due to Covid-19
and are following social distancing guidelines**
This past summer, due to Covid-19, our mission trips have been cancelled; however, we continue to
serve our community with one day mission blasts. Some of those included:
STEM (Save the Environment Moorestown) – we worked on preserved lands in the community,
clearing trails, blazing trails, and building bridge walkways over water areas. This has been a great
opportunity for our youth as well as adults to work together. Other workdays are planned for this
Fall.
FUMC – we worked on our church grounds, weeding, clearing debris and mulching. Plans have
been made for this Fall to work on correcting drainage issues to prevent wash out, putting a new
roof and replacing rotted wood on one of the garden sheds & clearing more debris & weeds.
Confirmation Camp
October 17, 8 am - 4 pm LOCATION: FUMC
Due to Covid-19, our confirmation classes have been on hold.
However, we will continue our classes with a one-day camp on
Oct .17th. The confirmands will work through three workshops, finishing the lessons, with activities/projects/games in between. We will
conclude the day with a BBQ with parents. The entire event will be
held outside and will follow social distancing guidelines. Confirmation
Sunday is scheduled for Oct 25th.
________________________________________________________________
For information or questions regarding programming for youth/young adults,
please contact Kathy Clawges
856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com
PS - We need donations of firewood (for firepit) and smores supplies - thank you!

I spent a lot of time fishing this summer & being outdoors – decided to end with this
devotion. It’s from Jimmy Houston’s Outdoors, “Catch of the Day” devotions. Keep the faith
everyone!

Music Notes
It is hard to believe that we are entering October, and things still seem out of kilter. I am pleased to say that
the Adult Handbell Choir has started to rehearse again outside. The Adult Choir hasn’t started back up yet,
because of the concerns about singing, and the spread of Covid-19. Right now, that breaks my heart!! While I
have met and continue to do so, with the choir on zoom, it is just not the same. Not being able to sing has
taken a little of the wind out of my sails!! Then as is typical for me a hymn pops into my head. On this day as I
write this article the hymn that comes to mind is God Will Take Care of You.
1 Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
Beneath his wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.
Refrain:
God will take care of you,
Through ev'ry day,
O’er all the way;
He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.
2 Through days of toil when heart does fail,
God will take care of you;
When dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]
3 All you may need he will provide,
God will take care of you;
Nothing you ask will be denied,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]
4 No matter what may be the test,
God will take care of you;
Lean, weary one, upon his breast,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

Baptized

Lillyana Grace Barrera
on September 20, 2020

This hymn has become a mantra of sorts, a way to remind myself that God will take care of me, you, us!
Even without being able to sing in worship, or with the choir, God will bring us through and one day soon we
will be able to lift our voices in song!!!! Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow!
Amen!
Donna
Co-Director of Music

Church Council Meeting
A Special Church Council Meeting was held on Wednesday, September 2nd to discuss and approve our plan
for reopening the Church Building for worship services. The congregation received highlights of the
Reopening Plan by email or mail prior to the Special Meeting. The full plan was distributed to the Council and
others upon request. The meeting was attended by a mix of Council members and other members of our
congregation. After presentation of the plan, questions were raised and discussed. Following discussion of
all matters, a vote of Council members was held, and the plan was unanimously approved. At present, we
plan to continue holding services outside as long as weather permits. Prior to reopening for indoor services,
additional information will be provided to all members of our congregation. Should you have any questions
about the Reopening Plan, you are invited to discuss them with Pastor Tom or Pattie Gritzan who serve as
Co-Chairs of the Reopening Team.

A Note on Missions
Diversity has a lot of commonality in it:
This is probably not what one thinks of when
diversity comes up in a conversation. In fact the
core meaning of diversity is that people are
different due to their differences in race, gender,
culture, socio-economic status, age, beliefs,
attitudes, personal appearance, and even their
sexuality. However, as different as people are in
the world, there is still a thread of commonality in
our diversity. This thread is not only seen in parts
of corporate America today, but it is also how our
Lord established and sustains His church through
a body of diverse people, all who share a
common bond with each other through our
savior, Jesus Christ.

each other’s differences but instead utilize each
other’s strengths and talents so that the company
can be laser-focused on achieving their goals in
the most efficient manner.

I believe this concept of embracing diversity was
first introduced by our Lord when Christ
established His church. Beginning in
1 Corinthians 12:12, the Apostle Paul writes
about the church consisting of one body made up
of many parts. Paul makes an analogy of the
diversity of people who make up the church to
each of the different parts that comprise the
human body. That is, every part performs a
specialized function, critical for sustaining the
existence and quality of life of the body.
For example, if the feet are not properly working
then the body will have a harder time achieving
its goal of being able to move from point A to
Global corporations have learned the importance point B. To move around, this person will need to
of diversity and are now embracing this concept. make adjustments by either using to a wheelThis is because they recognize that to be
chair, walking on crutches, or relying on
successful in business, they need to employ a
someone to literally carry him/her on their back.
wide variety of skilled and talented employees,
Either way, the body cannot perform optimally
selected from a diverse pool of people. Just
when one or more parts are unable to carry out
obtaining the best and brightest employees does their function.
not guarantee success. To achieve success,
Just like the human body, every believer is a vital
every employee needs to show respect and
part of the body of Christ and has a critical role in
value each other’s diversity while working
carrying out the church’s mission statement. Only
together toward a common goal, so that the
company can be efficient like an engine running by working together and utilizing each other’s
gifts are we able to further God’s Kingdom in the
on all cylinders.
most efficient and effective manner that brings
Whether working at a business or for a non-profit honor and glory to our Lord. Though Christians
organization, people who work together and
are a diverse set of people who do not always
utilize each other’s God-given gifts and talents
agree on everything, all believers share a
produce maximum productivity in achieving a
common bond. This common bond through
common goal, rather than each person working
Christ allows the body of the church to carry out
alone. This concept is known as synergy, where our Lord’s will, so that by working together we
the combination of two or more people working
can be more effective ministers in spreading the
together is greater than the sum of their
good news and being a testimony for Jesus by
individual efforts. This is why companies want to our words and actions.
employ people who are not only qualified for the
job, but are also capable of working with,
respecting, and valuing a diverse set of people’s
expertise. Hiring people who embrace diversity
ensures each employee will not draw attention to

Missions, continued
Although God created many different types of people, He did not intend for them to focus on each
other’s differences. Rather, Christ wants us to embrace diversity by working together with all types
of people by recognizing and using their God-given gifts and talents. Just like every part making up
the body, all of us are dependent on each other in order for our mission statement to be carried out
in the most productive manner at First Church. You play a vital role in that.
The Mission Committee wants to sincerely thank you for being a critical part in carrying out our
mission statement. We recognize that without your help and without the sharing of your gifts and
talents to further God’s Kingdom, there would be a void which would make it that much more
difficult to meet the goals of the church. We also recognize that you are a vital part of the church,
and we sincerely thank you for everything you do. Without your help, the church cannot run on all
cylinders in spreading the good news while ministering to the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs of a diverse and brokenhearted world.
If you have any comments or questions related to missions, please do not hesitate to contact a
committee member or our chairman, Steve Feerrar at SteveFeerrar@yahoo.com. Thank you again
for your much appreciated support as together are we able to carry out our church’s mission
statement one day at a time.

Sharing Good News!
Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

We are happy to share the news of the marriage of our
daughter Dana Mocelo to Stephen Schumacher on
September 26, 2020 in Chesapeake City, Maryland
with Pastor Sam Mitchell from Chesapeake City United
Methodist Church officiating the wedding ceremony.
Dana and Stephen will live in Bel Air, Maryland.
- Darlene & Carlos Mocelo

Halloween Trunk or Treat
Sunday,
October 25th
FUMC Parking Lot • 3 – 5 PM

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator
2nd in a Series of 4

Fall Prayer Series
Welcome again to a special Fall prayer series exploring the ACTS Prayer Model! Sometimes the
thoughts we want to share with our Lord feel scattered. We can change scattered thought into
action by remembering the acronym “ACTS” as follows:
Adoration
Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication
Please enjoy the second in a series of four episodes exploring each action of the ACTS model.
ACTS Prayer Model
Confession
In the act of confession you are asking God to remove your old, sinful ways of living. God is faithful
and just to forgive sins. Through confession we are made new and more like Jesus. When you
repent of a specific area, ask God to clothe you in the opposite. (Ask for joy instead of depression.)
If we claim “We don't have any sin,” we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from everything we've done
wrong. If we claim “We have never sinned,” we make him a liar and his word is not in us. 1 John 1:810
Praying the verse – O God, would you renew my mind. Transform my desires to make that which
you desire.
Additional suggested verses are 2 Samuel 24:10, Psalm 51:1-10, and Psalm 130:1-4
Adapted from The Prayer Guide of USC Community Church and The Acts Prayer Model by
The Joseph Company (www.josephcompany.com)
We look forward to sharing the next episode—Thanksgiving—with you next month! God Bless!

