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Worship with us Sundays at 10 am or join us online at meetwithGod.com

"Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace
of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 4:6-7

Reopening Announcement
After much discernment and the completion of necessary upgrades to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall,
the Reopening Team has decided that the time has come to move our Sunday 10:00 AM worship service
indoors beginning on November 8. It will be even more important that when the move is made indoors we
remain vigilant in our mask wearing and social distancing. Additionally, please remember that you are
invited to watch the service online (Facebook or YouTube) if you are exhibiting any symptoms or have come
into contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19. Ushers have been trained on how to safely
and efficiently escort worshippers both in the sanctuary at the beginning of the service and out of the
sanctuary at the end of the service. As we move to indoor services, let's work together to remain as safe as
possible as the pandemic continues.
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From Pastor Tom
“Grateful and Generous”
Thanksgiving! Just the word conjures up memories of watching the parade on television, going to
the morning high school football game against our arch rivals, coming home to the most succulent
aromas of dinner on the stove and in the oven, and settling in for the extended power nap that
inevitably follows the big meal. I’m getting stuffed just thinking about it.
Of course, it’s not all about the food. As much as we all enjoy it, the tradition of a full table on
Thanksgiving becomes a powerful reminder of the fullness that God blesses us with throughout the
year. Think about it. We have so much, and not just in terms of material blessings. We have the gifts
of life, liberty, family, friends, and a faith we are free to practice in whatever way we choose. Not
everyone around the world can say the same thing.
The bible teaches us that the proper response to God’s blessings is two-fold. First, we remain
humble and grateful for what we do have. As Deuteronomy 8:17 says, “You may say to yourself, ‘My
power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth,’ but remember the Lord your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.” How easy it is for us to forget our Creator, and how
ultimately all good things that are ours come from God’s creation.
The second response is sharing. I love the story about Mother Teresa taking some rice to a family of
eleven that was literally starving. After personally delivering the rice, she curiously watched as the
woman of the house divided it in half and walked out the door without saying a word. Mother Teresa
stopped her and asked where she was going. The woman said that she was taking half of the rice
portion to another family in the neighborhood who was also starving.
And so, let me just say “thank you.” Thank you for your generous giving through the gifts that you
give every week, particularly as we continue to journey through this season of Covid-19. As our
focus verse for this year’s stewardship campaign says, “Each of you shall bring a gift in proportion to
the way the Lord your God has blessed you…” (Deuteronomy 16:17). We are blessed at First
Church to be living this out, and that in so many ways we “freely give” as we “freely receive.”
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
Pastor Tom

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

Entered Into God’s Glory

Heidi Read

Stewardship Sunday

on October 7, 2020

is November 22

Thank You!

Many thanks to everyone who
made the commitment to give
blood at the last Red Cross
Blood Drive. Because of your
generosity, we collected 28
units of blood, with the
potential to save 84 lives.
A very special thank you to
Darlene Mocelo for her tireless
recruitment efforts and to Max
Fisher for making sure the room
temperature was perfect for a
successful drive.

A Note on Missions
God’s Wardrobe He Freely Gives to His Children:
It is no secret that one of the many things that change over time are the clothes and styles we wear
to work, school, around the house and even in public places. This is probably due to the fashion and
clothing industry doing a marvelous job at marketing their products by enticing people to purchase
their new clothing styles with every season. Though I admit I may not know all of the latest clothing
trends and styles, I do know a lot has changed over the years. For one thing, people today dress
more casually than ever before, which is probably a good thing for many. I recall the style was quite
different when I was growing up. People seemed to always get dressed up for no occasion, with
men quite often wearing a pressed suit, shirt and tie and women wearing a nice blouse and pleated
skirt or a dress.
Today some people idealize having a wardrobe with lots of clothes to pick from. Sometimes clothes
can be construed as a status symbol, a fashion statement, or even a way to show people how they
feel. There are even different types of clothing worn depending on the occasion or job being
performed. Some examples include what a bride and groom wear on their wedding day, what Eagles
fans wear on game day, a health professional’s attire at a hospital or doctor’s office, a firefighter
busy saving lives, a minister leading a traditional church service, or a serviceman dressed for
combat. Quite often the type of clothes we wear define what we do, what we stand for and who we
are.
Besides properly covering one, clothes have other purposes and properties such as:
They protect our outer bodies from the elements (e.g. rain, snow) and now also protect people
when wearing a mask.
Clothes allow our bodies to keep warm in the winter and cool in the summer.
Clothes wear out over time causing people to purchase new ones.
Would you be surprise to know that God also provides his children with an abundance of different
clothing He wants us to wear at all times? A wardrobe of spiritual clothes that not only protects us
from evil but also allows the world to see God through us when we are properly dressed in Jesus’
name. Interestingly, the clothes that God provides never wear out, they never go out of style and
they are freely provided because they were paid for by our savior. These spiritual clothes are
unseen by the naked eye, but the effects of wearing them are unmistakably observed by many
people.
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Unlike the clothes we put on every day to protect our outer selves, the clothes that God gives His
children are designed to protect our inner selves so that we may have inner joy no matter what our
circumstances may be. Jesus said in John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.” The Apostle Paul mentions in Ephesians chapter 6 that our troubles /
struggles are due to the constant bombardment of evil that goes on in this world. Paul writes that
we are in a spiritual battle, a battle that tests our faith, and that in order to stand firm against Satan,
we must be equipped like a soldier going to battle. Not the kind of clothes that our military people
wear when dressing for battle which include camouflage clothing along with carrying guns and
bullets. Instead, Paul tell us to put on the full armor of God which consists of the belt of truth, the
breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith which can extinguish all of the flaming arrows of the
evil one, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God, so that when
the day of testing comes we will stand firm. By putting on the full armor of God, we protect our inner
self.
Just as important God also provides His children with some additional clothing that allows us to
reflect His light to other people so that the world can see Jesus. In Colossians 3:12 Paul writes that
as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, we are to clothe ourselves with compassion, clothe
ourselves with kindness, clothe ourselves with humility, gentleness and patience. With our spiritual
clothes securely fastened to our inner selves, we are to forgive each other just as Christ forgave us.
But above all things we are to put on love, which binds them together in perfect unity, as love
conquers everything. When we clothe ourselves with all of these virtues, and put on love, our lives
become a testimony for Christ for others to notice, and that pleases our Lord.
Putting on all of God’s spiritual clothes not only allows the world to see who we really are and what
we stand for, it also allows God’s light and His love to shine in a hurting and broken world through
you being a blessing. God has given each of His children a job to do that will bring glory to Him. But
to accomplish this, God equips us by providing a wardrobe of clothes we need to put on to perform
the job He has called us to do. The only thing stopping us from effectively carrying out God’s work
is putting on the proper clothes He freely gives us so that we are properly dressed in Jesus’ name.
When that occurs, we might say we are properly “dressed for success” in representing Jesus.
One of the ways you can be a blessing to other people is to donate your clothes. With the onset of
winter coming soon, “The Eyes of Our Heart” Ministry headed by Judi Angelow needs our donated
clothes that will allow the people of Camden to stay warm. This includes donating your blankets,
gloves, hats, scarfs, coats, jeans, work pants (casual or dress), socks, underwear (especially
men’s), and travel size toiletries (such as toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, etc.). Please contact Judi at
judi0821@yahoo.com or call her on her cell at (267) 808-4765 to make arrangements for dropping
off your donated clothes (contactless).
The Mission’s Committee appreciates every clothing item that you can afford to donate. It is our
prayer that the people who receive these clothes will also recognize the love that Jesus has for
them. We also pray that not only will their physical needs be met but also their spiritual needs, so
that they can freely take God’s spiritual clothes that Jesus offers everyone.
Allan Estrin
Missions Committee Member

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator
3rd in a Series of 4

Fall Prayer Series

Welcome again to a special Fall prayer series exploring the ACTS Prayer Model! Sometimes the
thoughts we want to share with our Lord feel scattered. We can change scattered thought into action by remembering the acronym “ACTS” as follows:
Adoration
Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication
Please enjoy the third in a series of four episodes exploring each action of the ACTS model.
ACTS Prayer Model
Thanksgiving
Thank God for what He has already done in your life and reflect on the many blessings in your life.
Thank Him for his faithfulness in keeping promises in your life, those of your family and friends, and
circumstances in your life.
You are my God, and I will give You thanks: You are my God and I will exalt You. Psalm 118: 28-29
Praying the verse – Thank You God, that You are faithful in keeping your promises to me. Thank
You for the many blessings you have provided in my life.
Additional suggested verses are 1 Chronicles 16: 8-12, Psalm 23:6, and Hebrews 13:15
Adaped from The Prayer Guide of USC Community Church and The Acts Prayer Model by The Joseph Company (www.josephcompany.com)
We look forward to sharing the final episode—Supplication—with you next month! God Bless!

