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From Pastor Tom
“The Fullness of Love”
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”
I Corinthians 13:4-8a

The novelty is wearing off. Back in late November and December, when the weather starts to turn
noticeably colder and the occasional snow storm creates a beautiful winter vista, late autumn and
early winter seem to fit so perfectly with our holiday celebrations. Even January doesn’t seem to be
so bad with the New Year fresh in your memory – but February? No thanks. By this time of the year,
I’m ready for spring. As one Facebook post put it recently, “that dang rodent saw his shadow!”
February does have at least one redeeming quality – Valentine’s Day. The celebration of romantic
love in our culture is an age-old ritual that finds its home every year on February 14. It’s even
something that you can find in the Bible. If you’ve never sat down with the “Song of Songs” in the
Hebrew Scriptures, take a moment and peruse through it. You might be surprised at what you find.
But the biblical concept of “love” is way more complex in its totality that one would think from
reading a Hallmark card. It’s a hallowed, beautiful, and mystifying thing that could only have divine
origins. Sadly, that often gets lost in the translation when run through the filter of our culture. Love
gets cheapened at times in the marketplace of advertising and entertainment – and the results leave
so many people with an empty feeling inside.
But when love gets its due, and the fullness of all the different variations of love are played out in a
relationship – the love between friends, the love between committed partners, and the love between
“lovers” – well, I suspect there’s nothing better in all creation.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Pastor Tom
LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY
Service at 7:00 PM on February 17
As we look to the beginning of the Lenten season, you’re invited to “observe a holy
Lent” through prayer, scripture, meditation, and the imposition of ashes on Ash
Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. We will be using individual
containers of ashes for each person in attendance in order to adhere to COVID-19
protocols. Please consider attending this introspective and meaningful way to begin
our journey to the cross and beyond to the day of resurrection!

Lenten Study to begin February 24th!
We will be using Adam Hamilton’s Words of Life: Jesus and the
Promise of the Ten Commandments Today. If you are interested
in leading a small group or your Bible study would be interested in
joining the church-wide study, please contact Donna Banes at
donna@meetwithGod.com. If you are interested in
ordering a book, please contact Donna by January 28.

FAITH PROMISE at FUMC
Celebrate our Mission efforts at FUMC on Faith Promise Sunday, Feb 14 th !
Join our virtual mission trip to Mexico on Feb 6th through Feb 13th and learn about a wonderful program in
Mexico called Give Ye Them to Eat, ministering to the poor farmers in Tanqualpican.

Please remember to return your Faith Promise pledge cards!

Missions at FUMC
THANK YOU for your tremendous support in 2020! We exceeded our pledges and were able to provide over
$45,000 in direct support to the missionaries and programs below. Please continue to keep our missionaries in

your prayers.

National

International

Eyes of Our Hearts (Camden)
Seeds of Hope (Camden)
Mission Society (Atlanta)
Neighborhood Center (Camden)
Ranch Hope (So Jersey)
Campus Crusade (New Jersey)
4 Corners Native American Ministry
The Philadelphia Project

Operation Mobilization (No. Africa)
Africa Inland Missions
Joy in the Harvest (Tanzania)
Ambassadors for Christ (So America)
One Mission Society (Ecuador)
ABWE (Nicaragua)
GBGM (Philippines)
Crossworld (Brazil)
Children’s Int’l Network (Latin America)
Evergreen Family Services (China)
Running for Him 24-7 (Honduras)

Our “Homegrown missionaries” include:
Craig & Cassandra Fisher in Nicaragua
John & Kathryn Heinz in Atlanta
Robert & Amanda Peoples (Nichols) in Honduras
Jim & Steph in Northern Africa
Missions map & missionary pictures are on the bulletin board in lobby of Education Wing.
Mission updates and letters from missionaries are posted on the bulletin board in Narthex, by main office.
Our Missions handbook has further details on all our missionaries, and will be available on the resource table
in the Narthex later in the year.
Questions? Please contact Missions@MeetWithGod.com

Thank you for your prayers and support to bring the love of Christ to a hurting world!

FUMC Virtual Mission Trip to Mexico!
Join us the second week of February 2021 as we virtually embark on a mission
trip to Tlanqualpican, Mexico!
Participate in an international mission trip without the shots, passport or travel hassles
Enjoy the beautiful, sunny Mexican scenery at the mission compound
Meet wonderful missionaries and staff who will teach you about the programs they conduct in sustainable
farming, animal husbandry and community health
Also enjoy a tour of the city of Puebla – an International Heritage site
In 2003, FUMC members went on a mission trip to Tlancualpican, Mexico. Headed by Lee Talbot and Rev Harlan Baxter, a group of
five flew to Mexico City and then traveled by bus to the city of Puebla where we overnighted. The following day there was some
site-seeing and a wonderful lunch before leaving for the mission site. Give Ye Them to Eat (GYTTE) is a rural mission effort of the
Mexican Methodist Church in conjunction with UMC’s General Board of Global Ministries. Their compound outside Tlancualpican is
called “The Farm” by most. It has grown extensively over the past 30 years and hosts many missioners annually to participate in the
work alongside the indigenous peoples. Programs are conducted in sustainable farming methods, animal husbandry, construction
techniques, community health and church development. The focus of the mission is to help poor farmers better care for their families and communities, rise out of marginalization and enhance their understanding of God’s love for them.
GYTTE’s staff also conducts sessions for missioners, helping them understand the local context of this ministry, explain how
national and international policies impact rural Mexico and discuss important issues (e.g. How NAFTA destroyed rural farming in
Mexico and drove millions to try and emigrate to the USA.) Our missionaries at GYTTE and their staff offer us a “Virtual mission trip”
to the Farm. We will be given an itinerary for an actual 9 day visit, but our abbreviated trip will be as follows:
Sat Feb 6 @ 4pm – Orientation on Zoom
Wed 2/10 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm – Programs & people of GYTTE, by Missionaries & staff
Sat 2/13, 11am to 1pm – Complete tour of Farm and Puebla, by Missionaries
5:00pm – Virtual dinner together using authentic Mexican foods
Sun 2/14, video presentation of GYTTE during Faith Promise Sunday service at FUMC

Please sign-up for this mission trip by sending your name, phone number and email
address to Missions@MeetWithGod.com no later than February 3rd. Further details will
be sent to the email address you provided.
Questions can be directed to Steve Feerrar or Mission Commission members.

Family & Friends
Who Have Entered
Into God’s Glory

Ron Griffith on December 2, 2020
Barbara Engelbrecht on December 31, 2020
Louise Lowe on January 3, 2021
Glen Haegele on January 4, 2021
Al Butler on January 12, 2021

Lynda Rodriguez (daughter of Bob Rodriguez) on January 14, 2021

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Thomas A. Dorsey (1938)
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on, let me stand
I'm tired, I’m weak, I’m lone
Through the storm,
through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home
When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my light is almost gone
Hear my cry, hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home
When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet, hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on, let me stand
I'm tired, I’m weak, I’m lone
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord,
lead me home
Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers

