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Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:4-6
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From Pastor Tom
Dying to Live
There’s a story about a pastor whose daughter made the decision to become a Christian Aid Worker
in a part of Africa that was embroiled in civil war. Naturally, he was worried about her safety, but
when he tried to talk her out of it, she wouldn’t hear it. “Isn’t this what you’ve preached all these
years, daddy – to be the presence of Christ in a hurting world? That’s all I want to do” Realizing that
she was right, he smiled and said, “All I ever wanted you to be is a respectable Christian – I never
thought that you might turn into a real one.”
You have to admire people like that pastor’s daughter. She understands that being a Christian can
be risky business – because when you follow in the way of Jesus, you never know what sacrifices
you might be asked to make.
I’m reminded of the words of Thomas in John 11:16: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
Thankfully, friends, we’ll probably never be asked to literally give our lives for the sake of Christ. We
live in a free society where it’s not dangerous to be a Christian as it is in other parts of the world. So,
then, as 21st century Americans who live a comfortable life and are not at risk because of our faith,
what might it mean for us to walk this path to the cross with Jesus? What does it mean for us to “die
with Christ,” as Thomas suggests?
Maybe that’s what Lent ultimately is all about – because as we journey with Christ to the cross,
we’re invited to leave along the roadside all those things in our lives that separate us from God.
We’re invited to just let them die. We’re invited to reject those things that prevent us from living the
grace-filled, abundant life that God intends for us. We’re invited to unburden ourselves from all the
fears, and anxieties, and stresses that are holding us back. We’re invited to part with all the selfish,
“me-first” ways of living that turn a blind eye to the real need that’s all around us.
We’re invited to let those parts of us “die,” why? So that we may truly “live.”
Because after all, the cross is not where this journey ends – for Christ, or for us.
Grace and Peace!
Pastor Tom

A TIME TO HEAL” – A LENTEN SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
Sunday, March 21 at 10:00 AM
First UMC has been through many trials and challenges as a congregation over
the past couple of years, including the recent pandemic. Many of us have also
been through personal hardships and life-altering experiences. All of these
have left us “wounded” in obvious ways and not-so-obvious ways. And yet, as
Henri Nouwen first suggested, as “wounded” people we can use the grace that
God has given us to see our way through to become extraordinary “healers.”
On March 21, the Fifth Sunday in Lent, our 10:00 AM worship service will focus on the theme, “A
Time to Heal,” and will offer an opportunity to name our woundedness and invite the healing grace
of God to enter in. Note that this service will be offered both live and in person as well as virtually
through Facebook and YouTube.
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM
As we continue our journey through Holy Week and the beginning of
the three days leading to Easter, you’re invited to worship on Maundy
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM as we recall the night that Jesus
washed his disciples feet and observed the Last Supper. Note that
this service will be offered both live and in person as well as virtually
through Facebook and YouTube.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP: “THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS”
Friday, April 2 at 7:00 PM
First UMC will again be offering “The Service of Shadows,” also known as
“Tenebrae,” on Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00 PM. This service highlights the
Passion of Jesus Christ through scripture readings, sacred music, and the
extinguishing of candles. All are invited and encouraged to attend as we
move closer to Easter and the day of resurrection. Note that this service will
be offered both live and in person as well as virtually through Facebook and
YouTube.

Important Announcements
The following two announcements were made at the conclusion of last Sunday’s service by Ken Hoffner,
the chair of our Staff Parish Relations Committee. I am sharing it with you in case you were not able to
listen to the service online.
It is my joy to share with you today that Bishop John R. Schol has appointed Rev. Dr. Gina Hendrickson as
the new lead pastor of our congregation. Rev. Hendrickson will begin her new responsibilities on July 1 st
of this year. As a United Methodist Church we are a part of an appointment system. Our congregation’s
Staff Parish Relations Committee has met with the District Superintendent to identify our congregation’s
needs and the needed skills in a pastor. We have also met with Pastor Gina to better get to know her
and to ask questions. The SPRC team unanimously affirmed and celebrated Pastor Gina’s appointment
to our congregation.
The Rev. Gina Hendrickson completing her 7th year as Northern Shore District Superintendent, having
served 4 years as Dean of the Cabinet. Previously she served as Senior Pastor at St. Andrew’s of Cherry
Hill, Summit, Associate Pastor of St. Peter’s OC and Pastor of St. Paul’s New Gretna and Oceanville. She
has a DMIN from Drew and MDIV from Bangor Seminary. Gina has a passion to work collaboratively
with other disciples of Christ to further the ministry of the church. She and her husband the Rev. Dr. Rich
Hendrickson, who serves St. Paul’s Ocean Grove, have two adult daughters and one granddaughter.
We also want to thank our current Pastor, Rev. Tom Korkuch for his time of service with us, and wish
him well as he begins a new chapter in his life’s journey.
Our new pastor will work with us and the conference so that we continue to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. Bishop Schol and the leaders of the Greater New Jersey
Conference will work with us to continue to grow as a vital congregation. I know you will join the Bishop,
our new pastor and me in helping to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
As we rejoice with the news of a new lead pastor for our congregation, I need to share with the
congregation that during this pastoral appointment season we will experience yet more change, more
than perhaps most of us expected.
Today, it is my responsibility to share with you the news that after prayerful discernment, Pastor
HeyYoung Horton has accepted an invitation from the Bishop and the Cabinet to serve as the Lead Pastor of the Cape May United Methodist Church, effective July 1, 2021.
Pastor HeyYoung's last day in our congregation will be Sunday June 13.

While we are saddened by her departure, the SPRC team rejoices with her and her family about this
missional appointment and the opportunities it will bring for her as a servant leader, and ask that you join
us in thanking Pastor HeyYoung for her pastoral leadership over the past 17 years.
Yes – this is a lot of change and transition. And, we are confident that God is guiding our steps as a
congregation, and that we will move forward with a renewed sense of vision for our congregation.
Transition is always a difficult time, and I ask you to be in prayer with our Staff Parish Relations
Committee, the Bishop, and the Cabinet as we work towards the appointment of new Associate Pastor for
our church, who alongside Rev. Hendrickson, will lead us to what God has next for us. I also want to take
this opportunity to thank Pastor HeyYoung for her faithful leadership in our church.
When Pastor HeyYoung arrived at FUMC Moorestown seventeen years ago, she was not sure how she
would be accepted as a female Korean-American pastor among us. Indeed, she faced some difficulties,
but her love for the flock quickly endeared her to the congregation. It is hard to think about FUMCMoorestown without thinking about Pastor HeyYoung and her beautiful family. We have watched her
kids grow up, and we have shared our own families' births, baptisms, confirmations, joys, illnesses and
deaths with Pastor HeyYoung at our side. We want to thank you, Pastor HeyYoung for your years of
loving service to us. We will miss you.
While saying goodbye is always difficult, we want you to know that you too will be in our prayers as you
prepare for a new chapter in your ministry and enter into a season of transition yourself.
I ask you to pray for Pastor Gina and Pastor HeyYoung during this continuing time of transition.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Tom

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
This season leading up to Good Friday and Easter calls to mind for all Christians the
precious, life-giving blood of our savior Jesus Christ, shed to give us the gift of eternal
life. While only the Son of God could give us that gift, your blood can be a precious, lifesaving gift to someone in need. Now more than ever, your blood donation is absolutely
essential. The next blood drive will be Tuesday, March 2 from 1:30 to 6:30 in Fellowship
Hall. Appointments are required. To make an appointment and review the measures the
Red Cross is taking to ensure your safety, visit redcrossblood.org. You can also make an
appointment by contacting Jen Dunne at jendunne1@gmail.com. All donors must wear
face coverings. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to saving lives!

The Sounds of Holy Week
Organ and Piano Concert
Presented by
Donna Banes & Glenn Rodgers
Palm Sunday: March 28, 2021
Livestreamed at 3PM
on Facebook and YouTube

The First Church Papers – Issue No. I
Dear First-Church-Family Member,
Do you remember the Federalist Papers from high school history class? (I only do because of the musical
"Hamilton"). It was a collection of 85 articles and essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison,
and John Jay under the collective pseudonym "Publius" to promote the ratification of the United States
Constitution. They were written at a time in American history when the future was very uncertain. They
were in uncharted territory, with no maps and no guide. The constitution had been written, but most
people didn't understand what it was and why it was good or necessary. These three men kept the issue of
ratification in the newspapers and in the forefront of the minds of citizens with their constant
communications, playing a key role in getting the constitution ratified.
As a church we are in a similar place today. Mainline denominations have been declining for twenty
years. For the last four years we’ve grappled with divisive issues regarding the role of the church in
protecting human rights and in government. More recently the issues of racism have divided
the church again as we look in the mirror and determine what our responsibility is as followers of Christ to
help bring peace and opportunity to all children of God. And then on top of it all, COVID comes! - making it
even more difficult to meet and share and discuss and work together to maintain our relationships
and church family.
A perfect storm. And with it, big questions. Who ARE we as a church? What is our purpose? Where do we
fit into God’s plan? These questions are unsettling. They knock us out of our comfortable place. But they
are also exciting. When does the church thrive? When are people open to hear about the love of God as
shown in Jesus? Isn’t it during times like these?
Our church leadership has been contemplating these issues and questions. And now it’s time to jump into
the chaos with both feet. To take the faithful leap. We are engaging the Unstuck Group to help guide
our church into a new and exciting future with clear purpose and direction. We expect to start the work of
creating a strategic plan, with the help of Unstuck, beginning Easter of this year. As part of our Lenten
preparation for Easter, we invite you to read together with us a book entitled “The Unstuck Church” that
will give us insight into how to make and keep our church aligned with our purpose and with God’s
plan. The book will help prepare our hearts and minds to work with The Unstuck Group in shaping our
future.
Look for more issues of “The First Church Papers”, authored by church staff and lay leaders, on a weekly
basis in your email inbox. These messages along with the discussion groups are intended to lay the groundwork for a new launch with a new vision and a new plan for being God’s instrument in this world. This is an
uncertain time, but it is also a very exciting time. May it be remembered as a time when The First United
Methodist Church of Moorestown became a vital part of the lives of its members, its community, and an
example to the world of how a church can love its neighbors and have an impact for good.
Tom Kulp
Vice-Chair, Church Council
Contacts for The Unstuck Church Discussion and Strategic Planning Process:
Doug Sell: dsellold@aol.com
Tom Kulp: trk570423@gmail.com
Pattie Gritzan: pgritzan2@verizon.net

The First Church Papers – Issue No. II
To my beloved church family:
As I sit here on Thursday, February 4th, the range of emotions come quickly and easily. Last night, we had a
good first discussion about The Unstuck Church project we plan to undertake this year, and hope is high for
prospects of the next three sessions, the possibility of more sessions, and the development of a strategic
plan for our church. This is both exciting and a bit scary. We also talked about the prospects for a new pastoral appointment. This, too, is both exciting and a bit scary, but my strongest emotion is hopeful. And all
of this while we are still waiting for vaccines and the return of “normal”, whatever that may mean
for worship and churches in the post-coronavirus world. With all this uncertainty and prospect for change,
I am grateful to be a Christian and believe that our future is in our Father’s hands.
But while I have faith and hope and love, I also understand that we are not to be passive, waiting for God to
act. We must seek God’s guidance through prayer, discernment, and listening for His voice. We must pray,
Thy will Lord, not mine.
And how will we hear His voice? He speaks to us all in so many ways, and He speaks to each of us in a way
that we can understand if we have ears to hear.
The work we are about to undertake this year, welcoming a new pastor, discussing our mission and vision
for our church, identifying and creating new ways to share the love of God and the word of God with a
hurting world, is truly God’s work. And each of us has a role to play in this process, starting with sharing
your vision for our church and collaborating in the process of unifying our
collective vision. I look forward to working with you all in this renewal of First Church.
Shalom,
Pattie Gritzan

The First Church Papers – Volume III
Who Are We?
Have you ever noticed how different families seem to have their own unique character? There are
outdoorsy families and theatrical families, sporty families and studious families. Often you can get a sense
of who a family is and the values they share shortly after meeting them. It’s clear in how they present
themselves, what excites them, and how they choose to spend their time and treasure.

We are a dog family. Though we didn’t start out this way, we have chosen this identity and embraced and
all that goes with it. It’s a choice that has required planning, preparation, and ongoing sacrifice from each
member. Embracing this identity has also meant understanding who we are not. Because we have
committed to being a dog family, we can’t be a family of spontaneous getaways or a spotless home. Those
things would have been nice, but we have staked our identity. We know who we are, and we’ve let the rest
go.

Churches can have a unique character as well. A couple of years ago, I attended a concert at a church and
was impressed to see many young adults with developmental disabilities engaged in every aspect of the
program. I could see that clearly, at some point in the life of that church, they had made a decision about
what kind of church they would be. They staked their identity as a congregation that would seek, support,
and uplift people of all developmental abilities. That identity was clear the moment I entered the church,
and it is what assured me that the spirit of the Lord was at work in that church.

I believe the Lord has a plan for who we can be as a church family as well. As we begin the process of
carving out a new future for First Church, we have an opportunity to make conscious decisions about our
identity. Who are we? Who are we not? How will we present ourselves to the world? What excites us, and
how will we invest our time and treasure? What will we decide we must give up in order to be who God is
calling us to be?

My vision for our future is that when people enter our building or meet us in the community, they will see
clearly who we are as a church. They will say, “Oh! This church is obviously committed to...” And because
we have staked our identity in valuing the things that God values, they will see that spirit of the Lord is at
work in our church.
Jen Dunne, Communications Team

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

A Prayer Dear God,
Speak gently in my silence.
When the loud outer noises of my surroundings
and the loud inner noises of my fears
keep pulling me away from You,
help me to trust that You are still there
even when I am unable to hear You.
Give me ears to listen to Your small, soft voice saying:
“Come to me, you who are overburdened,
and I will give you rest . . .
for I am gentle and humble of heart.”
Let that loving voice be my guide.
Amen.
Henri Nouwen

