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From Pastor Tom
“The Race for Love”
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
John 20:3-4
A couple of years ago, I heard a colleague talk about the resurrection account from John’s gospel in a way
that I hadn’t thought of before. As you may recall, Mary Magdalene’s witness on that first Easter leads to a
foot race between John and Peter to see who will reach the tomb first. Scholars seem to think that this
contest between the two was an editorial detail added by John to represent the competition that likely existed
between the early church communities that were founded by John and Peter to see who would speak officially
for the church. In his own gospel, John, of course, wins the race.
But there’s another way to look at this otherwise unimportant detail of the story. Peter went on to
become best known as the preeminent leader of the church in Rome the first “pope,” as people call him. As
such, he could be seen to represent order and organization in the early church – the first proponent of canon
law and ecclesiastic structure. John, on the other hand, enjoyed less notoriety following the resurrection.
Tradition has him living out his years in Ephesus in Asia Minor. It’s significant that he was also identified as
the “Beloved Disciple” – the one who Jesus was particularly fond of. As such, he could be seen to represent
love – a conduit of God’s grace and peace.
One disciple comes to represent law and order, while the other comes to represent love and grace –
and which one wins the foot race to the empty tomb?
Paul seems to make it clear in his letters
that the main function of law and order in
the Christian faith is to point the believer
in the direction of grace and love. They
were never meant to be the “main thing.”
That’s not to say that law and order aren’t
important in the church – or any
organization, for that matter. Our United
Methodist Book of Discipline is a
wonderful tool that helps us to maintain
structure and integrity in the life of our
faith community. It is not, however, the
gospel – and it never will be.
Love and grace, therefore, will always win
the race over law and order in the eyes of
God. That means, of course, that we don’t
have to become consumed with the idea
that we’re not worthy recipients of God’s
favor. God has already taken care of that
– and we just have to live into it!
Easter Blessings!
Pastor Tom

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM
As we continue our journey through Holy Week and the beginning
of the three days leading to Easter, you’re invited to worship on
Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM as we recall the night that
Jesus washed his disciples feet and observed the Last Supper.
Note that this service will be offered both live and in person as well
as virtually through Facebook and YouTube.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP: “THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS”
Friday, April 2 at 7:00 PM
First UMC will again be offering “The Service of Shadows,” also
known as “Tenebrae,” on Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00 PM. This
service highlights the Passion of Jesus Christ through scripture
readings, sacred music, and the extinguishing of candles. All are
invited and encouraged to attend as we move closer to Easter and
the day of resurrection. Note that this service will be offered both
live and in person as well as virtually through Facebook and
YouTube.
EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday, April 4, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.
With Holy Communion
9:00 Contemporary Service: The walls will resound in this service
of contemporary praise in celebration of Easter in the Sanctuary.
11:00 Easter Worship – Enriched with the music of our Adult Choir
and handbells, and the joyful and timeless hymns of Easter in the
Sanctuary.

Music Notes:
It is with great excitement that I announce the startup of rehearsals for the Adult Choir!! We last met on
March 12, 2020. It is hard to believe it will be over a year since we last met to lift our voices in song and
praise!
So mark your calendars! We will begin meeting outside in the Courtyard at 7PM on Thursday, April 15 th.
Anyone who would like to join us is more than welcome!! See you all soon!
Blessings!
Donna

APRIL YOUTH NEWS by Kathy Clawges
Contact: 856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com
It is a blessing to see God continue to work through the youth and young adults of this church, even during
the Covid-19 pandemic, we have worked hard together to continue our ministries and give our youth a sense
of unity and to ease the sense of isolation, which we have all been feeling.
The following are some of our most recent programs and programs in planning:
YOUTH GROUP - All Jr. & Sr. High are welcome! We meet every Sunday 4pm-6pm, back by the firepit.
For information regarding Youth Group, please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com.
Firewood donations are much appreciated.
SMALL GROUPS
Jr. & Sr. High | Young Adults (contact me for more information)
Online Groups - Jr & Sr. High – reaching students with devotions, etc.
-YA’s (Young Adults) – reaching YAs with devotions, etc.
We are continuing to engage youth online with events such as scavenger hunts, escape rooms, etc.
STREET HOCKEY – we are currently collecting used street hockey equipment so we can play in the parking
lot. If you have any equipment or know someone who does, we would love to have donations. Please
contact me with information for drop off or pick up. Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com

YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS – SAVE THE DATES!!
YOUTH MISSION WEEK July 19th-23rd – All Jr. & Sr. High are invited as well as incoming 6 graders. We will be
camping in the courtyard & working locally during the day, swimming at a local pool & worship at night.
UNITY MISSION WEEK” STEM (save the environment Moorestown) August 16th-20th. Once again, we will be
working in our community’s preserved lands with the STEM organization. I am currently working on inviting
the First Baptist Church of Moorestown to join us and work together to create unity in our community. More
information will follow.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Good Friday, April 2nd - 11am - 3pm LOCATION: FUMC Courtyard
JOURNEY TO THE CROSS - Welcome to our guided prayer walk through the journey to the Cross. We hope
this will give you space to reflect on the events of Jesus' crucifixion in a unique and meaningful way. Join us
on Good Friday, April 2, 2021. The stations will be in and around the courtyard. You may come anytime
during the hours of 11am-3pm. For more information contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148
| kclawges@gmail.com
Micah 7:8 Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness,
the Lord will be a light to me.

HELP YOUR KIDS "OWN" THEIR
FAITH
HomeWord.com -

As kids hit adolescence, one of the key issues for developing a genuine faith (or in other words,
"owning" their faith) is the extent to which they are able to think critically about it. The teenage
brain is developing, and adolescence is the typical time when kids who have grown up in church
begin to process what they believe, wrestling with tough questions, nagging doubts, and more
complex issues of faith.
Rather than repressing doubts and questions, wise parents will embrace and foster this season in a
teen's life, creating an atmosphere where critical thinking is encouraged along with
providing heavy doses of acceptance and coaching. Parents can express acceptance by sending
their adolescent the message that genuine doubting and questioning is a normal, positive aspect of
the spiritual growth process. And parents can coach their kids by coming alongside to walk with
them as they work through their doubts and questions.
Encouraging and facilitating teenagers to think critically about faith issues may produce a measure
of fear and trembling in parents as it means loosening the reigns of control and
protection. It means embracing the possibility that their child's faith may not turn out to be a carbon copy of their own. Kids may end up holding different beliefs on issues of faith. They may even
move away from the community of faith they have grown up in because they've been allowed to
think critically.
But consider the alternative: a disinterested church kid who may intellectually know facts about the
Christian faith, but who is unable to authentically connect faith and life. Some of these young
adults walk away from church as soon as they are able.
Knowledge about the facts of Christianity alone will not make for a personal, vital, and real faith
that equips kids to live out their faith in the real world. Rather, when parents who encourage their
kids to think critically; to wrestle with the complex issues of Christianity and provide them with a
supportive, encouraging, and safe environment to do so -- will ultimately help them to develop a
genuine and enduring "owned" faith that will serve them well throughout their adult years.

Sharing the Gift of Life
Thanks to all who made the March blood drive a
great success! Because of your commitment, the
Red Cross collected 39 pints of life-saving blood.
Special thanks goes to Darlene Mocelo for her
tireless recruitment efforts, John Halligan and Max
Fisher for preparing Fellowship Hall, and to all of
the first time donors. The next blood drive is
Tuesday, June 15. Make your appointment now at
redcrossblood.org, or email Jen Dunne at
jendunne1@gmail.com.

Entered Into God’s Glory

Dale Duffin on February 23
Irv Elliot on February 23
Ed White on March 10

Missions Update – April 2021
FAITH PROMISE: We celebrate that pledges for 2021 have exceeded 2020. THANK YOU brothers and sisters of First
Church! We will be able to support 19 mission programs at the same level as last year with no reductions. Please
continue to pray for our missionaries as they face mounting difficulties as Covid-19 impacts their ministries.
VIRTUAL MISSION TRIP: Our virtual visit to Give Ye Them to Eat (GYTTE) in southwestern Mexico was attended by
more than 40 members and our special guest – Rev. Harlan Baxter. We met missionaries Nan McCurdy & Miguel Mariena and their staff who taught us about the multiple areas of ministry to the poor, rural farmers (sustainable farming techniques, animal husbandry, straw bale houses, composting toilets, etc.) and the classes to train local women as
public health resources for their villages. We “learned” to make tortillas and enjoyed presentations of Mexican history and local landmarks. On the last day we enjoyed an authentic, home-made meal (by Judi Angelo and her crew)
picked up at church and eaten while “Zooming” from home. Interest is building for a real visit to GYTTE in 2022.
Stayed tuned amigos!
EYES OF OUR HEART: This ministry to the homeless in Camden is headed up by Judi Angelo. Because of Covid-19,
EOY could no longer use the VOA facility to cook and serve meals on the 3rd Saturday of every month. Instead,
breakfast sandwiches are cooked offsite and bagged (on Friday night) with other food and donated toiletries by
FUMC volunteers. Bags are distributed on Camden’s streets on Saturday. Teams have been established to fill bags on
Friday night. Judi will be conducting a Zoom session to inform all team members of the modifications being instituted
in the near future. Clothing distribution is being discontinued. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY MORE CLOTHING TO
CHURCH FOR THE EOY MINISTRY. Thank you volunteers and donors for your past and continuing help with this
program.
OTHER PROGRAMS:
Kudos to our Youth as they collected over 2000 non-perishable food items for local Food Banks on Feb 27th. Many
thanks to our congregation for their awesome support of this effort and for our ongoing food collections (in the bins
by our Camden Ave and Pleasant Valley entrances. )
More than $1400 was collected and used to buy art supplies for young students in Willingboro. This project was
conducted for the Capitol District by our District Superintendent, Rev Hector Burgos.
We continue to collect diapers in
support of Maker’s Place, a
Conference supported program
serving more than 150 families a
month in Trenton.
We have a new internet
celebrity as Cindy Cope has posted
her video of blanket making
instructions so our members could
support a “Blanket-a-thon” on MLK
day of service Jan 18th and
throughout January. Thanks to all
who supported this effort.

From the Staff Parish Relations Committee:
It is my joy to share with you today that Bishop John R. Schol has appointed Rev. Jessica Campbell as the new Associate
Pastor of our congregation. Rev. Campbell will begin her new responsibilities on July 1st of this year. As a United
Methodist Church we are a part of an appointment system. Our congregation’s Staff Parish Relations Committee has met
with the District Superintendent to identify our congregation’s needs and the needed skills in an Associate Pastor. We
have also met with Pastor Jessica to better get to know her and to ask questions. The SPRC team unanimously affirmed
and celebrated Pastor Jessica’s appointment to our congregation as Associate Pastor.
Rev. Jessica Campbell, a Princeton Theological Seminary graduate, is an Ordained Elder in the Greater New Jersey Annual
Conference of the UMC. Her professional passions include creative worship, cultivating relationships within and beyond
the church walls, and Ecumenical and Interfaith justice/mission work. While her heart is in the local church, she has been
blessed to serve (or be serving) on DCOM, Board of Ordained Ministry, Religions for Peace, National Council of Churches,
and The World Methodist Council. She has three wonderful boys-Jeremiah (18), Nathan (15), and Christopher (12). She is
an avid reader and loves to go on walks, be at the beach, travel, watch movies, and play games.
Our SPRC team enjoyed the opportunity to interview Pastor Jessica on Wednesday. Even though she will be assuming
the role of Associate Pastor, Jessica has been the Lead Pastor at four other churches since 2004. She was looking for an
opportunity to serve in a larger church setting, and also to serve alongside Pastor Gina. She brings many skills that will
enhance our ministry here at FUMC: a passion for worship, enhancing small group ministries, connecting our church
with the community and the world, and a desire for EVERYONE to experience God's love. Like several families in our
church, her family is an interracial family through adoption. The SPRC is thrilled that we can announce the appointment
of Pastor Jessica as our new Associate Pastor.
Our new pastoral team will work with us and the conference so that we continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Bishop Schol, our District Superintendent, Rev. Hector A Burgos, and the leaders of the
Greater New Jersey Conference will work with us to continue to grow.

The First Church Papers – Issue No. IV
I consider it a privilege, and a joy, to have been a part of the United Methodist Church of Moorestown these many
years. Remembering those great events that have taken place to bring us to the present. The building of the Fellowship Hall in 1957, the Sanctuary to follow in 1966, and the School and Music Department in 2003. The eleven Pastors I
have known, and worked with over those years, has been a great joy.
I can best express what I would hope to see, and experience, as we move into the Future..
“Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It does not keep account of evil or
gloat over the wickedness of other people. On the contrary, it is glad with all good women and men when truth
prevails. Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; it can outlast anything. It is, in
fact, the one thing that still stands when all else has fallen. (1 Corinthians 13: 5-8a - J. B. Phillips)
Jesus said: “Come to me, all of you who are weary and over-burdened, and I will give you rest! Put on my yoke and
learn from me. For I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30 - J. B. Phillips)
It is my fervent Prayer, that we will follow God’s leading into the future.
Searching for Shalom
Lindsay Mitchell

The First Church Papers – Issue No. V
Building Churches/Programs/Community
or
Making a Healthy Church
By Rev. Patricia Walz

When serving in Central NY State, I had the opportunity to develop a new church, and have been involved with making
churches "healthier" communities. As a music teacher in public schools, I had the chance to build programs. A couple
of years ago, I was asked by the Upper NY Conference to make a list of how to build a church. I have looked that up
(and found it, thank goodness) and "tweaked” it a little. Here are the attributes:

Venue/ Meeting place– clean, pleasant, temperature “controlled”, fresh, inviting, healthy

Leadership - Dependable, reliable, on-time, knowledgeable, educated, knows the area in which the church/
program/community resides, is consistent with “splashes of color,” offers challenges and widening views.

Witnessing – whether it be through sermons, thoughts, reflections, sharing, unexpected occurrences during
gatherings.

Messages/Teachings/Sermons presented in various ways due to different learning styles – visuals, music, acting,
art, creativity, etc. Whenever possible make teaching and preaching relatable and personable.

Sharing – joys and concerns (ethically and controlled), sharing “highs” and “lows”, followed up by steps to help
those in need, either individually or communally.

Fellowship – sharing meals/bread/refreshments (think Jesus & disciples), time to get to know one another,
sustenance, and celebration. Or “field trips”, other opportunities to do things together where cost is not an
issue. A church is not a church if it is not a community. Fellowship promotes community.

Flexibility – things change and sometimes disturbing events happen unexpectedly and/or suddenly. The pastor(s)
and worship leaders should exhibit flexibility and adaptability so as to be able to address sudden occurrences,
natural disasters, violence, or discord in the nation or world. If need be, a prepared sermon (and perhaps
order of worship, prayers, etc.) should be tabled and a service reworked to address the people’s concerns.

Participation – Be the church! – A church is its people. Get as many people as possible involved in its ministries!
Church leaders need to identify individuals’ God-given gifts as well as the needs of the church community, the
wider community, and those of individual parishioners. Then, find ways to match people’s gifts with needs.

The First Church Papers – Issue No. VI
Nothing about living life is the same today as it was one year ago. The entire world, our country and community, and
my family live under the shadow and constraints of a novel disease that has no cure and is potentially fatal. Where is
God in this time? Where is my church in this time? Where are my friends in this time? These questions can all be
answered with another question – where have I been in this time?

God’s chosen people lived through famines, foreign occupations, wars and plagues. Jesus’ life was spent in a country
occupied by a brutal foreign power. In fact, he had to flee to another country with his family before the age of two to
avoid being exterminated with all the other boy-children under the age of two. Faith in God and Jesus does not
guarantee a life free of pain, fear and suffering. It does promise a life of hope and help in carrying these burdens. As
Pastor Tom said in a recent sermon, we are the feet and hands of Jesus in yesterday’s, tomorrow’s and today’s world.

So, I ask again, where have I and we been in this current time of trouble? How would Jesus reach people in this time of
declining church attendance and pandemic isolation? Well, obviously, He’d be using today’s technology but more
importantly, He’d be relying on His disciples just as He did in the first century and thereafter, to spread His message of
hope and salvation and to comfort the needy. Which circles me back to looking in the mirror and asking for an honest
assessment of what I have done in the last year (and the last ten years) to advance this message of hope and salvation.

When we start to get concerned about the health of our church and hear buzz about engaging a strategic planner to
help us develop a plan for the future and a social media consultant to help us communicate our message, we need to
remember that all of those issues depend on each of us, individually and corporately, contributing. This is not the
responsibility solely of our lead and associate pastors, present or future. I have always loved the image of the church
as being the Body of Christ. Some of us are hands, eyes, brains and big toes. Each has a vital place in the ministry of
the church. And, the church is diminished when any of its parts falls away or goes dead.

The pandemic will pass eventually, or not. That won’t fix what ails First Church. Spiritual revival and recommitment to
making disciples for Christ and serving those in need will. I look forward to a new day with a bright and hopeful faith
community that shines like a beacon on a hill for Christ.

So let me challenge myself publicly and each of you to take that hard and honest look in the mirror and ask myself and
yourselves what I (you) will do to advance the ministry of First Church. No one is too rich or poor, young or old,
majority or minority to be a contributing disciple for Christ.

Peace to you my brothers and sisters in Christ.

Doug Sell

The First Church Papers – Issue No. VII
“The Main Point”

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

This has been the most difficult 10 years that I can
remember... and I’ve been here along time! The world,
our nation, our society, our denomination and even our
congregation have been caught up in disputes that have
us questioning who we (singular and plural) are, and what
we believe.
[At this point, I’d like to thank Tom Kulp for setting this task
before me. You’ve made methink about the words needed
to explain what I feel. This is not easy, but it’s good for me.]
Well okay. What do I believe?
Mine is not the vengeful God of the Old Testament. He
does not deliver punishment for the evils that we inflict
on ourselves. He is the loving God that sent his son to
show us how to live in the now... and how to have
everlasting life.I believe that the love of Jesus Christ is
the power that will transform the world into the
community that God intended it to be, and establish His
will on earth. It is not my task to judge or to punish. It is
mine to love all people, and to seek justice for those that
are oppressed.
And just how will this love transform the world? This is
our task, and the mission to which we must all commit
ourselves.
To truly become that “...community of faith committed to
sharing the love of Jesus Christ with a hurting world through
words and actions.”
They will know we are Christians by our love.
Max Fisher

God, I offer myself to Thee —
to build with me and to do with me as Thou wilt.
Relieve me of the bondage of self,
that I may better do Thy will.
Take away my difficulties,
that victory over them may bear witness
to those I would help of Thy Power,
Thy Love, and Thy Way of life.
May I do Thy will always!

--Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous, pg 63
(This prayer is often called the Third Step Prayer.)

