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From Pastor Tom
“Turning the Page”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’
And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!
Isaiah 6:8
There are lots of “pages” that turn in our lives. From the moment we come into this world to the
moment we move on to whatever God has in store for us, our lives are filled with pages that turn –
to the next scene, to the next chapter, even to the next book. Some pages that turn seamlessly
continue the same story while others reveal a surprising plot twist that nobody expected.
As I write this final article for The Messenger, I want to celebrate with you a page that is turning. It’s
a page that I’m sure we had all anticipated was going to continue the story for a much longer period
of time. As we all know, however, we’re not the sole authors of our story. Sometimes, new chapters
open that provide for new directions. I believe that is what is happening as the page turns for both
me personally as well as for the congregation of First United Methodist Church.
That story began three years ago when the District Superintendent at the time, Frank Davis, called
me as I sat in my living room in the Allendale parsonage on a Sunday night in late January. When
the District Superintendent calls that time of the year it’s usually about an appointment, and that was
the case when Frank called. He told me about a dynamic, vibrant, faith-filled congregation just
outside of Philadelphia in a beautiful town called Moorestown. Truth be told, I had thought he was
going to tell me about a different appointment. I hadn’t expected Moorestown, but since I’ve always
been open to the leading of the spirit I accepted the appointment and began packing.
I look back at those early days of promise with a somewhat melancholy feeling. So much was
possible back then. But for whatever reason, a perfect storm of events took center stage. The next
three years would prove to be the most challenging for me in my life, both personally and
professionally. While there’s no need to rehearse every detail, suffice it to say that it has been a
difficult road for all of us. Still, I can’t help but to think that my time in Moorestown was purposeful.
It could be that these past three years were a necessary precursor for the revival that I’m certain is
to come under the new pastoral leadership that will soon arrive. I can’t help but to think of Romans
8:28 in this context: “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who
are called according to his purpose.”
And so, the page is turning for me, as it is for my wonderful colleague in ministry, HeyYoung Horton,
who has always been a source of strength and support. I pray God’s blessings upon her and her
family as she begins her new ministry in Cape May. I pray for our new pastors as well, Gina
Hendrickson and Jessica Campbell. To borrow a phrase from Gina, I’m “stoked” to have them
coming to Moorestown. They will lead in ushering in the renewal that is to come. I give thanks as
well for the blessing of working with the dedicated staff of the church. You will not find better.
Finally, I’ve also had the privilege to meet outstanding people of faith who truly take their
discipleship seriously. I’m thankful for this experience in Moorestown from which I’ve learned many
lessons that I will carry with me. In the end, ministry is about relationships. It’s these relationships
that I’ve made at First UMC (as I’ve made with all the churches I’ve served) that I value the most.
And so, I leave you with these familiar words from the author of Ecclesiastes – but I leave you with
the older translation that was used by that wise old sage and philosopher turned musician, Pete
Seeger:
To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose, under heaven. Amen.
Let this page turn… with grace and peace.
Pastor Tom

Update on Status of United Methodists and Reconciling Efforts
There is much confusion about the future of the United Methodist Church as it relates to our Discipline surrounding the
LGBTQ issue. The following information attempts to summarize the most recent developments in our denomination.
On January 3, 2020, a group of Methodist leaders released the “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through
Separation: which allowed the traditionalist-minded congregations to form a new denomination. They would receive
$25 million in United Methodist funds are would be able to keep their local properties. This protocol was in response
to the deep division within the denomination about the LGBTQ community. “It provides a pathway that acknowledges
our differences, respects everyone in the process and graciously allows us to continue to live out the mission of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world, albeit in different expressions” said Bishop Thomas Bickerton of the New
York conference. This Protocol was endorsed to various degrees by different factions.
On January 1, 2021, The Traditional Plan that had been approved at the very-divided last General Conference on 2019
went into effect, but the Protocol for Reconciliation (mentioned above) called for ‘holding in abeyance any
administrative or judicial process related to same-sex wedding or ordination for gay clergy.’
On March 1, 2021, Traditionalist leaders announced the formation of the Global Methodist Church. The Wesleyan
Covenant group along with others had been laying the groundwork for separating for some time. This new
denomination has its own Book of Doctrines and Book of Discipline. Unlike some rumors that circulated, the church
will continue to embrace the role of women as they are now included. The separation will become official at the next
General Conference which will not be held until 2022 in Minneapolis. There is an option for congregations to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, but this decision must be made by 12/31/24. Local congregations can
choose whether to leave either by simple majority vote or 2/3 vote.
On March 22, 2021, the United Methodist bishops decided at a meeting (closed to the public) to cancel the special
virtual General Conference that was scheduled for May 8, 2021. This was largely due to the fact that it was deemed
impossible to virtually overcome the time difference of 16 hours across the denomination in which to meet as one
conference. The May 8 meeting did not include anything substantive on the agenda relating to the LGBTQ discussion.
An interesting note is the formation of a progressive Methodist denomination in December 2020. The group is named
the Liberation Methodist Connexion (LMX). This new church aims to center on the voices of people of color as well as
queer and transgender individuals – those the LMX organizers see as marginalized in the United Methodist Church.
The new denomination’s organizers, a number of whom are LGBTQ, said they feel called to act now. They will work
with the United Methodist Church’s official racial and ethnic caucuses.
The Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) supports the Protocol for
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation as well as the Christmas
Covenant of 2019. This Covenant is a set of legislative and
constitutional amendments with the goal of establishing regional
equity in the structure of the church for missional effectiveness while
sustaining connectional unity. In other words, different parts of the
world can determine what is most effective for their mission while still
remaining connected to the whole. Both of these initiatives will be
addressed in 2022. But, the ever-changing nature of this conversation
and these initiatives may impact what will be presented and voted on
in 2022. Nothing is certain at this time.
Submitted by the Reconciling Committee

The First Church Papers – Issue No. VIII
“Calm in the Storm”

For over two centuries, our church’s doors have been wide open to the greater South Jersey community. Open to
any and all who want to hear the Gospel’s Good News or desire refuge from life’s tempest. First Church’s journey
over these centuries hasn’t been void of struggle, turmoil or of times requiring great discernment because the
path forward was unclear. As a congregation, we are direct beneficiaries of God’s infinite grace and stand on the
shoulders of prior members who were willing to be “comfortable” in the struggle. Put simply, we exist because
they struggled, sacrificed, persevered, and overcame.

Today’s challenges are comparable to those of prior generations, but how will we respond? In three Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke), there is a well-known story about Jesus calming the storm while with the apostles on
a boat in the Sea of Galilee. You may recall that he rebuked the apostles, several of whom were experienced
fisherman and had likely been through other storms, asking “Have you still no faith?” Over the past year, I have
continually reflected on these verses. Our Lord never promised the journey would be without trouble. In fact, He
told us to expect it. However, God did promise to be with us regardless of the storm or our present
circumstances. My hope is that we, as a people of faith, will rest in the certainty that we are not alone in our
current circumstances. This knowledge should give us the courage and confidence to look forward to FUMC’s
re-emergence regardless of where the journey takes us. I thank God for those who blazed the path before us and
look forward to linking arms with all of you as we look to a new dawn.

Peace,
Scott McGough

The First Church Papers – Issue No. IX
“Change”
At the present time, our church finds itself in the winds of change. Forced by the
pandemic and its effects, we have found that adaptation is a requirement to survive.
We would not have weathered this public health crisis without it. In our situation, we
fortunately have members of the congregation who readily rose to this challenge and
put in motion several key projects. From abiding by ever-changing CDC
recommendations, to executing livestreaming on a moment's notice, and to
brainstorming ways on how to communicate within our congregation more
effectively: it leaves no doubt in my mind that we are ready for even more change.
My sights are, and have been, set on improving our church's virtual presence in the
eyes of our current and prospective congregation. Through many projects,
committee meetings, and brainstorming sessions, I am forecasting that the winds
will change, yet again! This time, coming directly from the likes of The Unstuck
Group, Fishhook, and ourselves.
Our church is ripe for change in the virtual world. The way that prospective members
find and interact with new churches has become essentially immediate. With a
couple keystrokes and mouse clicks, prospective members can decide on their next
church within minutes. This is what has motivated me to get involved, chairing the
Communications Committee. We have such a pool of talent that I know, by the end
of the day, we as a church will find our rightful place and establish ourselves as a
trusted hub of support within our community.
We all know the great work, fellowship, and charity our congregation provides on a
regular basis. It is now time to improve the way we publicize this to our community
and adapt to new strategies that The Unstuck Group and Fishhook will provide for
us. Our job is to be open-minded and ready to put words into action in the not-sodistant future.
May God bless,
Matthew Lasoski

The First Church Papers – Issue No. X
What is a disciple?
We have heard numerous references to discipleship during our recent discussions about moving First
UMC forward. It is important that we understand that making disciples is a foundational tenet of the
Christian church. According to the website of the NJ Conference of the UMC “the mission of the church is
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Webster’s Dictionary defines a disciple as “One who accepts and assists in the spreading of doctrines of
another.” So, in a spiritual context, a Christian disciple is one who accepts Jesus and assists in the
spreading of His gospel.
According to Matthew (28:18-20) Jesus’ last words to His disciples (and us) were: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Mark put it a bit differently (16:15, 16) by
recording Jesus’ last directive as: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved…”
In each passage, the first verb is “go”. It denotes action! But, Jesus’ disciples didn’t immediately scatter to
the ends of the earth. As we see in Acts, they stayed in Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit and “devote
themselves to teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer (2:42)” They built a body
of disciples that could carry the gospel into the Western world so they could fulfill Christ’s command to
“Go.”
Some went out to other places, they preached and taught many, baptizing them into the body of Christ as
fellow disciples. Many of those new believers stayed to support their new church and show the love of
Christ to their neighbors. The church in Jerusalem grew “and the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:47)
How are we to function as a church in making disciples? Perhaps we can follow the biblical example:
Preach/proclaim the gospel: by worshiping enthusiastically, singing in the choir, telling our friends and
family how much God loves them, showing our neighbors and co-workers Christ’s love through our care
for them or inviting them to know God more closely. Also, support our missionaries through our prayers
and gifts to Faith Promise.
Teach: our children and youth in Sunday School or VBS. Organize and lead a Bible study. Write an article
on a biblical topic to share with a small group. Learn your Spiritual gifts and help others learn theirs. Teach
our friends and neighbors through a loving and Godly manner. Teach our children about Jesus.
Fellowship: by encouraging one another, caring for your brothers and sisters, visiting the sick and shut-in,
helping those in need or becoming a Stephen minister to provide godly council and comfort.
Our Conference puts it in the context of our Founder, John Wesley – “United Methodists are disciples of
Jesus Christ who continue to heed the lessons John Wesley taught his followers: to live lovingly and justly
as servants of Christ by healing the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the
oppressed, being a compassionate presence, and working to develop social structures that are consistent
with the gospel (GNJUMC website)” By being disciples, we can make disciples
Steve Feerrar, Missions Chairperson

The First Church Papers – Issue No. XI
“Go Forth”
The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. "Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you." Matthew 28:19-20. Notice “make disciples of all nations."
Over the years we have supported missionaries in the United States and around the
globe through prayer and financial giving. Many missionaries have come and
spoken to the congregation about what their particular mission was doing. Also, we
have sent teams to do construction projects, medical work and support the local
people through sometimes extremely hard work, encouragement, love, and the
sharing of our faith. We continue supporting missionaries through our Faith Promise
giving.
I look forward to our church continuing to support missionaries who work where we
can’t go. It is a way of spreading the love of Jesus to a hurting world. It is God’s
love in action through the work of the people we support.
Another way to share God’s love and caring is to actually go on a team mission trip.
We have had a number of teams work here in the US and abroad. The joy of this is
in the people we serve, whatever the project may be, as it encourages them that
somebody cares about them and is helping them physically, mentally, and
spiritually. Because we are one in the spirit, we can return to First Church with
firsthand knowledge of what God’s children wherever they live are going
through. We lift them up; they lift us up too.
Looking forward my hope is we enthusiastically and strongly support missionaries
where we can’t go AND we have teams that go forth to love and support God’s
people.
Go forth for God, go to the world in peace, love, strength, and joy.
Carol Talbot

The First Church Papers – Issue No. XII
“Soul Cleansing”

A Community of Faith, Committed to Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ with a Hurting World
through Words and Actions.
I have found community at our blessed church. I have found acceptance and a sense of purpose
at our blessed church. I have been laid low and lifted up by the love of my brothers and sisters
in Christ. I know that some of my church family have prayed for me and my family....and I hope
and trust some are still praying for us.
It’s hard to be human, but we were never intended to walk this journey alone. We were
intended to walk with other of God’s children, with His light as our guide. I see our church as a
place where all find kindness, grace, and humanity. Picasso said, “The purpose of art is washing
the dust of daily life off our souls.” The purpose of church, in my opinion, is the same.
Kerry Mentzer

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

Dear Lord,
Speak gently in my silence. When the loud
outer noises of my surroundings and the loud
inner voices of my fears keep pulling me away
from You, help me to trust that You are still there
even when I am unable to hear You.
Give me ears to listen to Your small, soft voice
saying “Come to me, you who are
overburdened, and I will give you rest...for I am
gentle and humble of heart.”
Let that loving voice be my guide.

Henri Nouwen
from “With Open Hands”

Entered into God’s Glory
Evan Toepel
on March 13, 2021

