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The First Church Papers – Issue XIII
Breakthrough Prayer

If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say unto this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20).
Prayer is the method God chose to align our spirts with His. So then why is it that our prayer life
lacks or isn’t what it should be? How often do we hear people say: “Oh, I’ll keep you in prayer.” Or,
“I’ll pray for you.” How often do we say that to someone and then go about our business? What we
should do is stop everything and PRAY – right then and there – on the spot – in the moment.
With all the recent shootings in Philadelphia, I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard officials on
the news say: “Our prayers are with the family.” or “Our thoughts and prayers are with you”. But, how
many of them just use the phrase and don’t actually pray for the person?
Prayer is the most powerful force known to man, so why don’t we want to turn to prayer to answer the
problems in the lives of those we love or the world or our church?
I remember belonging to a group called 200 Sacred Place. This was something adopted by the
pastor at my former church. The pastor asked for just 200 believers to pray every day for
the church. To find your sacred place, whether it’s your bedroom, living room, or a closet, take a few
minutes and pray. Pray for the seats to be filled, for the pastors, staff, new believers. Before we
knew it, we had well over 200 people sign up for 200 Sacred Place.
It was easy, yet so effective. Just taking a few minutes to pray to God for that church not only held
me accountable to prayer, but I got to witness first-hand the God movement in that building and the
growth and influx of people seeking God and finding that church. And that church grew. It grew so
much they had eventually built a new, larger building. Look what prayer can do!
The same thing can happen here, at First United Methodist Church. We need a 200 Sacred
Place. Why can’t we see this building fill up when we have a prayer service?
We need a break though in prayer. God is just waiting for His people to cry out to Him in prayer
together! Throughout the Bible, God encourages us to embrace the power of prayer to change
everything in our lives.
I encourage you to find your sacred place and pray. Pray for your church, the leaders, the staff,
those yet to come and those who are already here and watch God show up. Get excited for what’s to
come!
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:2-21.
Joan Flamini, Office Administrator

The First Church Papers – Issue XIV
Unstuck

Bishop Michael Curry writes about the importance of sharing our stories in his inspiring and soul
stirring book Love is the Way. Here’s my story: Raised a Catholic, 12 years of Catholic school,
God was the “punisher in chief”. Dropped Him like a hot potato and wandered into the searches of
the sixties—protests, eastern religions, who-needs-church years. Met conservative evangelicals
who befriended me and introduced me to Jesus the personal Savior. Got “saved” and embraced a
new kind of faith. Lots of rules and very exclusive. Literal Bible. Keep out the women and the
gays and anybody else who doesn’t agree with you. Jesus was there but he better not rock the
boat of certainty that we were right about it all. Life falls apart. Divorce. Father of my children
comes out of the closet.
Single motherhood.
Dreams dashed.
Life goes on.
Still seeking a faith that lived and held water in the middle of a messed-up life, I connected with a
Methodist seeker church. Liked that it was not at all like church - no pews! Visited FUMC upon
moving to the area. Invisible here for 6 months. Didn’t fit in. Nobody noticed. Ready to look
elsewhere.
Had a random introduction to a small group of women in a study who said
divorced women (like me) in their midst, but I might fit in. Became my
companions in questioning everything, and in walking by faith. Small group
connecting.
I
love
the
church,
but
it
drives
me

they didn’t have any
lifeline and my true
was/is the key to my
crazy
sometimes!

Brian McLaren wrote in his challenging book The Great Spiritual Migration: How the World’s
Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to Be Christian: “the future of the church will not simply
be a replication of the past and it is time for vital new expressions of a just and generous Christian
faith to emerge”. Asking how to fill our church with more people is not even the right
question. One of our sister congregations (Austin New Church) describes their church as a
network of small faith communities meeting in homes/restaurants/pubs/coffee shops. They
say they are not a church that consumes you, but rather deploys you to do the good work of
the gospel in conjunction with many other groups already existing and serving, such as food
pantries, migrant worker outreach, homeless ministries, after school programs, recreational
programs, affordable housing, preschools, etc. The pastor’s vision, they say, is to inspire each
person to have their own vision of how to reach their community and the world and get busy doing
it. The thing that you love to do is your spiritual gift, so start giving it away. That kind of vision
speaks to my soul!
My story goes on, with Jesus front and center - friend, revolutionary, brother, lover of my
soul. With breath from the Spirit (She is cool like that) I am growing in my faith journey more than
ever, and I hope that FUMC will bravely tread where we have never trod before.
Unstuck.
Mary Starn

The First Church Papers – Issue No. XV
Bringing the Kingdom

I am new to FUMC, but honored to be asked to contribute. Here’s why I’m excited about joining
the Church, and what I found most meaningful from this Church I have been attending.
The pastors at my former church are wonderful people and brilliant communicators, but deeply
rooted in Biblical Inerrancy. For me, the Bible is the inspired, but not literal, word of God. It should
be an unending exploration of how God is speaking to me individually and to this Church
collectively. I agree with scholar, Peter Enns, that the writers of the Bible were people of antiquity;
their perspective necessarily flowed from their place in time and the audience for whom they were
writing.
The progressive and inclusive spirit I’ve experienced at FUMC is encouraging. Although deeply
interested in the history and intellectual underpinnings surrounding theology, I see the Church as an
active participant in helping bring God’s Kingdom to this small planet we inhabit. To paraphrase N.T.
Wright from his book, The Day the Revolution Began, our work as faithful followers of Christ is less
about earning our spot in Heaven and more about sharing God’s love for every person, every day.
What my former Church offered – and which I loved – is energy, an unmistakable community vibe,
and a focus on “doing life together.” I am hoping to find these things at FUMC as we finally come out
of our COVID isolation! ~ Steve Pappaterra

Special Guest Preachers!
As we await the arrival of our new pastors on July 1, we will be blessed with a series of guest
preachers. Please plan on joining us for these special messages.
May 30 - Pastor Steve Donat
June 6 - Pastor Patti Walz
June 13 - Pastor HeyYoung Horton
June 20 - Laity Sunday
June 27 - District Superintendent Rev. Hector Burgos

Trip to Holy Land and Oberammergau Germany rescheduled to June 6-18, 2022
Since 1634, the most famous Passion Play in the World has been presented every 10 years in
Oberammergau, Germany. The worldwide virus pandemic of 2020 forced the Play organizers to
move the production to 2022 – it is only the 4th time in almost 400 years that the Play has been
canceled or postponed. Our trip is rescheduled to June 6-18, 2022. This is not a First UMC trip but
open to anyone who wishes to join. For detailed itinerary, cost, brochure, or any other questions,
please contact pastor HeyYoung at dreampeacetogether@gmail.com.

The "Eureka! Book Club" will be meeting through June
via zoom meetings. There will be no meetings in July
and August. We are hoping to have in person meetings
starting in September. If you would like to join the
group, contact Patti Walz at revwalz@gmail.com or
315-382-0977.
Troop 44 is will be holding an all
take-out pasta dinner on June 5,
2021, from 2 p.m.- 6 p.m. Enjoy a
delicious pasta dinner for $10 per
person, with pick-up in the rear
parking lot of FUMC. No advance
tickets needed. Thank you!

Wednesday, June 16 at 7 pm
“Gilead” by Marilynne Robinson
Winner of a Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award. This writer shares a sense of living with
the divine. “This book is my absolute favorite! Need I
say more?” - P. Walz

VBS Returns July 2021
Save the dates July 26th-30th as we explore the story of Jonah and
the Whale; Showing God’s Mercy with music, skits, crafts and
activities. VBS will be held outside from 9:30AM-11:30AM. Available
to ages 5 years old through 5th grade. Registration forms are now
available. If you are interested in volunteering, or would like
registration forms please contact Donna Banes; 856-222-9369 or
donna@meetwithGod.com.

Entered into
God’s Glory

The next Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Tuesday,
June 15 in Fellowship Hall. Appointments are available
from 1:30 until 6:30 pm. You must have an appointment in
order to donate. You can make an appointment at redcrossblood.org or by contacting Jen Dunne at
jendunne1@gmail.com or 856-979-6329. Please remember
to wear a mask. Donors will receive a $5 Amazon gift card
as an added Thank You!

Mitzi Adamson
April 26, 2021
Bob Rodriguez
April 28, 2021

Hour Power Day of Prayer
Independence Day,
Sunday, July 4, 2021
You're Invited!
Please join us in a Day of Prayer focused on
Guidance for both our church and country.
The holiday or obligations may take us to places far from our congregation.
Sometimes, we may miss our church family.
But that does not mean we are powerless! We can choose an hour
to commune with our Lord and pray for our church and country.
It is still in “Hour Power” to pray together!
Be part of the Hour Power Day of Prayer on Independence Day, Sunday, July 4!
Schedule your hour by calling/texting 609-841-0129 or emailing nancyjerrell@yahoo.com
to reserve your time slot!

We are establishing a community
garden at FUMC and hope to see it
grow with vegetables, but also in
participation with members of the
community and our congregation.
If you know of anyone that might be
interested, the plot has a perfect
sunny exposure and access to
water. Anyone Interested should
contact Kerry Mentzer 609-9236111 or Lisa Kulp 609-707-4705.

IMPORTANT reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
As of the effective date of a new appointment, a pastor shall immediately cease all pastoral
counseling and pastoral visitation with members or member families in the previous
appointment. Since appointments are generally announced at least several weeks in advance, each pastor has adequate time in which to affect closure and make appropriate
referral to another for the pastoral care of members.
Pastors shall have a clear understanding with former congregations that they will not return to
officiate at baptisms, weddings, and funerals, or do pastoral counseling or pastoral visitation
in that parish. Pastors, active or retired, shall respectfully decline to participate in such duties
when invited by members of a former congregation. Declining all such invitations is the
responsibility of the previous pastor.
The District Superintendent must be consulted by the previous pastor in advance of any
return for pastoral functions. Such visits to former churches shall require the advance
approval of the District Superintendent. The present pastor should never be under any
pressure to invite the previous pastor. Pressure to involve the previous pastors should not be
generated by either the congregation or the previous pastor.
~Thank you in advance for adhering to this policy. FUMC Moorestown SPRC

