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A Word from Pastors Gina and Jess
FEAR NOT! God is doing a new thing!
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” Is 43:19a
As your incoming Lead and Associate Pastors, we are excited to finally be onboard and getting busy
with the ministry of FUMC! We are incredibly grateful for both Pastors Tom and HeyYoung, the
SPRC, the Transition Team, Trustees, and all staff for helping to make this transition smooth so we
can literally hit the ground running! And we are!
We have set up several exciting preaching series, July “One on One” meetings with all committee chairs and
key leaders of the church and congregational “Meet and Greets” in July and August so we can get to know
each other better. You can sign up for those either through SignUp Genius or by calling the church office.
One of our primary goals is to connect with this amazing church family and build relationships with all of you!
One fun way to also do this was through the transition team, who asked in June for questions from you to
have both of us answer throughout the summer worship times. We cannot wait to see, then answer those
questions!
Our first Sunday, July 4th will kick-off a Preaching series at both the 9am and 11am services entitled FEAR
NOT! From both the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures we are told repeatedly to “fear not” because God’s
fully present and working to make all things new! Pastor Gina will be preaching the Word, FEAR NOT—God’s
Doing a New Thing and we will celebrate Holy Communion.
On July 11th we will combine for a Spirit-infused blended outdoor service at 10am as Pastor Gina preaches
the second sermon in the FEAR NOT series: Flammable Faith. A fun, delicious reception will immediately
follow outdoors to connect with one another.
On July 18th, Pastor Jess will preach at both the 9am and 11am services the third sermon in the series FEAR
NOT: Love Wins! We will also experience the joy of a baptism at the 11am service—Mason Carter Chiolan.
On July 25th, Pastor Gina will preach at both services the final sermon in the series, FEAR NOT: Becoming the
Voice based upon the 23rd Psalm.
We are already working at connecting with the ministry initiatives of our Mission Weeks and VBS, seeing how
we can connect with current and new families, youth and children from FUMC and the community of
Moorestown. We’ve been chomping at the bit to get going and so here we go! Let’s get ready, to start the
adventure that God has begun—FEAR NOT! We can hear with breathless excitement God saying to us, “I’m
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth…get ready…FEAR NOT!”
-Pastor Gina & Pastor Jess
ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

August Preaching Series: Daring Greatly
Throughout the month of August we will explore powerful and Spirit-filled leaders of the faith as they
journey with God amid struggles and difficult times.
The first Sunday on August 1st explores JONAH and will tie together all the VBS teaching, fun and songs.
Children and families from the previous week’s event will be invited to help lead worship as Pastor Gina
brings the Word. Other Sundays in this DARING GREATLY series will explore Joseph, Moses and Esther.
Each week we will also be showing at the church an animated film to keep the message building:
Veggie Tales-Jonah, from DreamWorks: The Prince of Egypt-Moses and Joseph-King of Dreams and Pastor
Jess will lead a special bus trip to Sight and Sound’s new production of Queen Esther.

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW PASTORS — FUMC's new lead pastor Gina Hendrickson and associate pastor
Jessica Campbell want you to get to know them better. To do that, they will be answering questions that
YOU have about them during church services in July and August, like: Where did you grow up? Do you have
any pets? What's your favorite food? Those kinds of “fun facts.” Send in an email to
missions@meetwithGod.com, with the subject line “Getting to Know You” your question(s) for Gina to
answer, for Jessica to answer, or for both new pastors to answer. There will also be a basket with paper and
pen on the welcome table in the narthex during church on Sundays where you can write your questions.
Question(s) can be mailed to: FUMC, Attn: Getting to Know You, 446 Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057.
NEW PASTOR MEET & GREETS — As with prior transitions, we are planning Pastor Meet & Greets this
summer. This will give the congregation an opportunity to meet both pastors at the same time in a small
group setting. You will be able to reserve your spot for a specific Meet & Greet held on a weeknight at 7:00
pm, a Saturday at 9:00 AM or a Sunday at 4:00 pm via a forthcoming Sign-Up Genius invitation from the
church office. Please review the details below in anticipation of the invitation.
- 18 planned Meet & Greets - 16 in person & two (2) via Zoom;
- 60-90 minutes in length;
- Maximum 15-person attendance including hosts; sessions with less than 5 people will be combined;
- Pastors Gina & Jessica will both be in attendance;
- Please bring your own chair and water (most will be held outdoors);
- RSVPs are via an online platform - Sign-Up Genius;
- Each individual in attendance requires a slot. So, a family of three attending should use 3 individual slots
rather than one for the family; and
- Those without internet access who desire to attend may call the church office to reserve a spot.
DATES: July 6, 8, 10, 14, 17, 21, 22, 24, 27 and 28. August 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 28 and 31.

Missions at FUMC
THANK YOU for your tremendous support in 2021! Gift receipts continue to meet pledged levels and we are
able to support all the missionaries and programs listed below. Covid 19, economic hardships and natural disasters have made some programs extremely difficult.
Please continue to keep our missionaries in your prayers.
National

International

Campus Crusade (New Jersey)
Seeds of Hope (Camden)
4 Corners Native American Ministry
Neighborhood Center (Camden)
Ranch Hope (So Jersey)
The Philadelphia Project
Eyes of Our Heart (Camden)

Operation Mobilization (No. Africa)
Africa Inland Missions
Joy in the Harvest (Tanzania)
Ambassadors for Christ (So America)
One Mission Society (Ecuador)
ABWE (Nicaragua)
GBGM (Philippines)
Crossworld (Brazil)
Children’s Int’l Network (Latin America)
Evergreen Family Services (China)
Running for Him 24-7 (Honduras)
Give Ye Them to Eat (Mexico)

Our “Homegrown missionaries” include:
Craig & Cassandra Fisher in Nicaragua
John & Kathryn Heinz in transition
Robert & Amanda Peoples (Nichols) in Honduras
Jim & Steph in Northern Africa
Missions map & missionary pictures are on the bulletin board in lobby of Education Wing.
Mission updates and letters from missionaries are posted on the bulletin board in Narthex, by the main
office. Our Missions handbook has further details on all our missionaries, and will be available on the
resource table in the Narthex later in the year.
Starting in July, a brief description of each missionary program will be inserted in the weekly bulletin to help
our members know more about the programs we support.
Questions? Please contact Missions@MeetWithGod.com
Thank you for your prayers and support to bring the love of Christ to a hurting world!

Memorial and Honor Giving
Memorial gifts are often made when someone passes away to
acknowledge their importance in your life. Some of us like to make a
memorial gift on the anniversary of someone’s death, on their
birthday, or a wedding anniversary. Honor gifts are those given to
honor someone who is still with us. They can be given as a
celebration of someone’s birthday, an anniversary, graduation,
retirement, or just to say thanks. With college and high school
graduations this season, is there someone you would like to honor
with a gift to FUMC? As Father’s Day nears, is there someone you
would like to remember or honor with a gift?
To make a donation in memory or honor of someone, simply send a
check to church payable to FUMC Memorial Fund and in the memo
section indicate in Memory or Honor of (person’s name). If you wish
to designate how your donation should be used, please send a note
with a specific purpose and the Memorials Committee will work
diligently to honor your request.

VBS Returns July 2021
Save the dates July 26th-30th as we explore the story of Jonah and
the Whale; Showing God’s Mercy with music, skits, crafts and
activities. VBS will be held outside from 9:30AM-11:30AM. Available
to ages 5 years old through 5th grade. Registration forms are now
available. If you are interested in volunteering, or would like
registration forms please contact Donna Banes; 856-222-9369 or
donna@meetwithGod.com.

The First Church Papers – Issue XVI
Neighbor Loving
My book club has been together for a very long time. It is a place where I feel comfortable, accepted, and
acknowledged. Made up of a group of very intelligent women, sometimes I feel at a loss for words during
debate. Often it can be intimidating because there is so very much that I do not know. Some of the women are
C.E.O.’s and some have international upbringing. Some have very advanced degrees, and experiential knowledge that
far surpasses the scope of my understanding. When debating, sometimes we disagree and sometimes it gets heated,
yet we reserve judgement and respectfully agree to disagree. We speak with diplomacy and we adjourn knowing that
we were all given a voice and we were loved enough to be heard.
Of the nine women, only four are women of faith. The other five range from deliberate anti-religionists due to
negative past experiences, to atheistic science-based thinkers, to one completely unfamiliar with theology and firmly
holding a skeptical stance. I love all of them. Which of the nine do I get frustrated with? All of them. Which of the
nine are at times more knowledgeable than me? All of them. And which of the nine do I invite to church? All of
them.
Christ modeled how to love and how to spread the gospel to the world, carrying out God’s will. “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength and all your mind; and ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself’”.
Often, the religion of humans makes simple things complicated - with rules, committees, menus, rituals, and
judgments. I see from interaction with my friends of non-faith that the perception exists of a church
universal that is all about form and that judges those who do not conform. This misperception is one of the reasons
why I believe church attendance is declining in general. It seems to me that we, as part of the church universal, have
fallen short of effectively communicating what it is that unites us - that every single one of us is a child of God; that
we are all imperfect, yet all loved, heard, and forgiven; that we are all an equal part of God’s Kingdom, and can all
work to extend the love of Jesus Christ without judgment; that we care for those in need; that we reach out to those
who are feeling lost. By correcting this perception, we enable people, no matter their circumstance, to enter our
church and feel welcome and accepted. We also make connections in the community by listening more that we
speak. Can we embrace opportunities to effectively love those outside the church, following God’s will through
scripture while caring for and accepting all people without judgment?
Michele Jagodzinski
Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

A Prayer

O’ Lord, grant that each one who has to do with me today may be happier for it. Let it be given me each hour
today, what I shall say, and grant me the wisdom of a loving heart. That I may say the thing rightly. Help me to
enter into the mind of everyone who talks with me. And keep me alive to the feelings of each one present. Give
me a quick eye for little kindnesses. That I may be ready in doing them and graciously receiving them. Give me a
quick perception of the feelings and needs of others. And make me eager hearted in helping them. Amen
--Source unknown. Found in the top right desk drawer of the late Mary Kay Ash, American businesswoman and
entrepreneur

The First Church Papers – Issue XVII
Don’t Come Here
One time when my family and I were driving to Florida, I mistakenly made a wrong turn on a country road in South
Carolina thinking it was the way to avoid heavy traffic. Back then we did not have GPS or cell phones, so It took me
some time to realize that I was going the wrong way. To rectify my mistake, I decided to turn around in a church
parking lot. As we approached, we were taken aback by a statement that appeared on the church sign: “If you are
looking for the perfect church, don’t come here”. Our initial reaction was disbelief that a church would be bold enough
to inform the community there was something “wrong” with it. Perhaps the pastor felt an obligation to let everyone
know they had challenging, inner struggles and was warning people not to come if they were looking for a
“perfect” church.
After talking about it, we concluded there was a deeper, more meaningful message than just admitting they were
imperfect. Sometimes the world gives Christians the rap of having a “holier than thou attitude”, that we are quick to
hear, quick to talk, and quick to judge, that we show no signs of empathy to people who are either struggling in life or
are not of the same mindset as a believer in Christ. Yet this church apparently wanted everyone to know their
congregation was not like that.
By their frank admission, this congregation was tearing away the façade of perfection that has plagued many
churches – churches where people feel they will be judged, discriminated against, or made to feel unwelcomed. No
doubt this frank and radical statement sparked interest and curiosity about this church within its community.
One goal of our church should be to identify ways to pique interest and curiosity within our entire community so that
people and families will want to learn what we are about. How to spark interest may be a matter of opinion, but
regardless of the path our church choses, all roads must take us to the cross where Jesus paid the penalty for our
sins. In a world where many people are broken by the circumstances of life, we as a church are called to live out our
faith in Christ everyday by being ambassadors for Jesus - helping people in need and offering them encouragement in
Christian love. The Apostle Paul says in Galatians 5:6 that “the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through
love”. Our church needs to be a safe haven for our community, a no judgement zone where everyone is treated
equally. It needs to respect and value everyone while recognizing that all have sinned and fall short of glorifying God
(Romans 3:23). But also that, through God’s grace, Jesus not only redeems those who have repented and accepted His
gift of salvation, He also gives every believer the Holy Spirit, who provides us with the strength and motivation we
need to carry out God’s work.
God’s desire is for the people that make up His church to work together, to meld, and not for anyone to be an
island. By sharing our lives and opening up to each other, whether it is through small groups or a church wide event
(such as a covered dish dinner, coffee house evenings, chile cook-offs, peach festival, etc.) a stronger bond is created
with every person in our church. Stronger bonds lead to a church that is more effective in carrying out God’s work,
which every Christian is commissioned to do. This includes caring for all types of people in both our community and
around the world, who are hurting and need help, while also supporting our missionaries, who spread the gospel while
sometimes risking their lives.
Even though the church is made up of imperfect people, God provides us with His perfect message to
share with the world – the message about His perfect savior who was prophesized and then became the
fulfilment as written in the perfect word God gave us - the Holy Bible. This living and breathing book is a
roadmap to an abundant, meaningful life, through a personal relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sharing our faith by helping people, in love, is what we are asked to do in an imperfect world, all for
the glory of God!
Allan Estrin

The First Church Papers – Issue No. XVIII
Celebrate!
Praise be to God! What a joyous celebration and worship service we had Sunday morning! It
was the first time in 15 months that we were able to worship in the Sanctuary without masks,
the first time we could sing, the first time we saw the faces of so many members of our
church family who had not been able to come to services due any number of possible risky
considerations…the joy was palpable!
What a concordance of events, Pastor Steve who had been with us for 20 years preached a sermon proving
he has still “Got It!”, Pastor HeyYoung proved her wisdom once again by inviting Steve to visit and deliver the
message at this time of transition, and Governor Murphy lifted the mask requirement for people who have
been vaccinated against Covid 19. And our congregation responded! The number of people who attended
service was overwhelming! I, as attendance taker, could not keep up! So many people who had not attended
service with us since March of 2020 (unable to attend the outdoor services last summer or our indoor
services that we started in November 2020), came joyfully to celebrate and worship with our church family
this day! Amen and Amen!
Families with children came (children under 12 masked), and congregants sat where they wanted, each
respecting others, masked or unmasked equally. Our ushers had little to do but to help those who came using
walkers or who needed guidance about the new rules. It was a joyous event for all of our congregants at
both of our services. And let me not forget those who continued to watch from home – we celebrate you,
too! You have been steadfast in your love and faith, and we long for the day that you are well enough or
assured enough to join us in person, but until then, please know that you are in our hearts and in our
prayers.
During the past months, so many have encouraged me that this time of transition will end sooner than I
expected. It was hard to believe. I missed so many of our beloved congregants. And I didn’t want the time to
come too quickly when we would lose our beloved Pastor HeyYoung. Change and transition is difficult, but
constantly occurring. It is far better to embrace the positive aspects of the new, to adapt. Charles Darwin
has been said to have claimed that it is the fittest who survive; but Darwin’s theories can be more accurately
boiled down to the proposition that those who survive, are those most able to adapt to change!
Pastor Steve reminded us in his sermon that we each have an essential core to our being. Externally, we may
change and age, but our essence will remain the same. As Christians, this core is Love. Despite all that is
going on around us, the politics, the suffering, the uncertainties, we can be sure of one thing: that God loves
us, and as we share His love, we channel His love and peace and joy to all. Although we do need to adapt to
change here on Earth, we must also remember to be true to our core, the Love of God. We can adapt to
anything if we remain steadfast in our Love of God and neighbor.
Peace, joy, hope and love to you all. Pattie Gritzan

