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Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you
wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9
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A Word from the Pastors
American author, Sarah Ban Breathnach, writes that “Every time we remember to say
“thank you”, we experience nothing less than heaven on earth.” Well, due to your
outpouring of love and support, Pastor Gina and I have experienced quite a bit of heaven
on earth as we have much to be thankful for. From the time our appointments were
announced, countless people have stepped up to the plate to welcome us with radical
hospitality, get our offices and parsonages ready, plan summer meetings and events,
organize and cook meals, offer notes and words of encouragement, and help us get
oriented to our new surroundings.
As you can imagine, transitioning into a new house, a new community, a new ministry, and a new church
family, can be daunting. Yet, the great people of First Church Moorestown have gone above and beyond to
ensure that both new pastors were welcomed with open arms. For that, Pastor Gina and I offer our deepest
thanks and appreciation. So, dear family of God, thank you, thank you, thank you!
Together we feel incredibly BLESSED, because of the many, many blessings we have received.
Remembering what John O-Donohue said in his powerful book, “To Bless the Space Between Us” and as
Pastor Gina said in her first benediction blessing on July 4th— “A blessing is a circle of light drawn around a
person to protect, heal and strengthen. Life is a constant flow of emergence. The beauty of blessing is its
belief that it can affect what unfolds, what is emerging.”
You have all richly affected our transition in as your new pastors. Thank you for being such a warm, loving
circle of light for both of us.
August Preaching Series & MOVIE NIGHTS: Daring Greatly
Throughout the month we will explore powerful and Spirit-filled leaders of the faith as they journey with God
amid struggles and difficult times.
August 1st kicks off a Spirit-filled month of worship with JONAH. Children and families from the previous
week’s event will help lead worship as Pastor Gina brings the Word. Other Sundays in this DARING GREATLY
series will explore Joseph, Moses and Esther.
Brave women and men have, throughout history, taken God’s Good News and dared greatly. Jonah dared
greatly by preaching a sermon of repentance to the Ninevites. Joseph dared greatly by facing each hardship
with profound faithfulness. Moses dared greatly by standing up to the Pharaoh and speaking truth to power.
Esther dared greatly by risking her life to save her people. In conjunction with our Sunday sermon series, we
will be offering an Intergenerational Movie Night in the Fellowship Hall! Join us on Thursdays at 6 PM:
August 5th
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie
August 12th
Joseph: King of Dreams
August 19th
Moses: Prince of Egypt
Please feel free to bring a comfortable chair. Popcorn and drinks will be provided for this free church family
event. All are invited to come!
*To continue our series all are welcome to join us on Saturday, September 11th for our Sight and Sound Bus
Trip to see Esther!
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BUS TRIP TO:

presents

QUEEN ESTHER
LIVE ON STAGE
Saturday, September 11, 2021
Experience one of the most riveting Bible stories of the Old Testament as it comes to
life on stage.
 Total cost: $135 per person – this includes: travel by coach bus, lunch at
Miller’s Restaurant & tickets to the show.
 Depart Church parking 9:30am - return approximately 8:30pm
 Seats on the bus are limited - please email Kathy Clawges to reserve
your spot. kclawges@gmail.com
 Half deposit due by July 30th – balance due by August 30
**Seats will be held only with deposit**
(Please send payments to the Church office to the attention of Kathy Clawges)
For additional information, please call, text or email Kathy Clawges
856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com
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NEW PASTOR MEET & GREETS
As with prior transitions, we are planning Pastor Meet & Greets this summer. This will give the congregation
an opportunity to meet both pastors at the same time in a small group setting. You will be able to reserve
your spot for a specific Meet & Greet held on a weeknight at 7:00 pm, a Saturday at 9:00 AM or a Sunday at
4:00 pm via the Sign-Up Genius invitation from the church office.
- 60-90 minutes in length;
- Maximum 15-person attendance including hosts; sessions with less than 5 people will be combined;
- Pastors Gina & Jessica will both be in attendance;
- Please bring your own chair and water (most will be held outdoors);
- RSVPs are via an online platform - Sign-Up Genius;
- Each individual in attendance requires a slot. So, a family of three attending should use 3 individual slots
rather than one for the family; and
- Those without internet access who desire to attend may call the church office to reserve a spot.
DATES: July 27 and 28. August 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 28 and 31.
Thank you for your partnership in making the transition and these sessions successful! ~ FUMC Pastoral
Transition Team

FROM THE MISSIONS COMMISSION
Thank you for your continued support of our missionaries through your Faith Promise giving. Giving during
the first half of 2021 has slightly exceeded pledged amounts and all missionaries have been financially
supported at their budgeted levels.
For your understanding and potential prayer support, we are providing short descriptions of our mission
projects weekly in the worship announcements. Those weekly descriptions will be included in the
Messenger in the following month. Should you have any further questions or want more information on
any mission, please contact the person noted at the end of the write-up.
Your Faith Promise Contributions support the following mission efforts:
Endure International: Endure is a gospel radio-TV , medical, refugee, pastoral training mission to fulfill
the Great Commission in the Middle East. It spans from Morocco to Indonesia where there are 1 billion
Muslims. Endure supports the local Christians and Christian churches which encourage the indigenous to
reach their own people for Christ. Dr Hanna & Evelyn Shahin lead this mission effort. Dr Shahin has spoken
in our church. Prayer request: Their staff working in Syria during this very difficult time. Carol Talbot
Crossworld: After more than 30 years of missionary service in Brazil, Eric and Donna Shrift returned to
Arkansas and are enjoying their new home and retirement time with stateside family. Their sons
Nathaniel (Ethnos360) and John (Crossworld) took over missionary work, primarily on pioneering tribal
outreach. They also turned over the Macushi radio program to their Brazilian coworker Cecilia Karber.
The next time they’re near Moorestown, they’ve offered to give a presentation of their experiences.
Nancy Jerrell

Intergenerational Mission Week with STEM
August 16th-19th, 2021
JOIN US! Monday-Thursday

What a great opportunity to work together in community missions!
In 1972, a small group of Moorestown citizens, seeing the need for a community-based organization to address local environment issues, formed Save the Environment of Moorestown (STEM).
STEM has undertaken a wide range of ambitious projects to preserve, protect, and maintain the
health of Moorestown’s open space and farmland, including development of a Natural Resources
Inventory, the preparation of an Open Space Inventory, and the establishment of the Natural Area
Care program.
We will be working to clean up and maintain preserved lands, such as, building bridges over walkways, cutting away fallen trees & brush from trails, etc.
Meet each day:
8:30am – Courtyard for devotion
9:00am – Head out to STEM worksite
12:30pm – Break for lunch (pack & bring lunch)
3:00pm – Depart for church – end with a frozen treat
Thursday 4pm-5:30pm – we will end with a BBQ dinner in the courtyard, where we can share a
meal & fellowship together about our week.
All are invited to join us! If you are interested in participating in any capacity, or have any questions, please contact Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com
ORGAN RECITAS AT THE BOARDWALK HALL IN ATLANTIC CITY HAVE RESUMED! Glenn Rodgers is scheduled to play at noon on August 5 & 19. The organ at Boardwalk
Hall is the largest musical instrument in the world! Recitals are 30-40 minutes long and are FREE

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

