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A Word from the Pastors—
We all need healing, each and every one of us—yes, even your pastors and you! Some may
need physical healing while others could use spiritual healing. Some may pray for the healing of a
relationship or from a past event. Perhaps your healing takes the form of seeking forgiveness or
being honest and vulnerable.
As Christians we believe that Christ is able to heal us individually, as a community, and
globally. As your pastors we have worked on and planned a service for healing and wholeness.
This service will take place on Sunday, October 3rd at both 9am and 11am. It is our hope that
through the power of the Holy Spirit—the sermon, anointing with oil, and celebration of Holy
Communion will be an opportunity to bring healing and wholeness to us individually and as the
First UMC of Moorestown.
We have also begun the work with The Unstuck Group as we vision for the future with
excitement and hope for what God has in store for us! Our first team meeting with the TUG
consultant was a gift of learning and reflection upon some of our history and current ministry
trends. TUG is helping us to move from where we are to where God wants our church to be.
TUG isn’t telling us what to do, but asks questions and provides a framework for discussion and
discovery that can help us break out of places we’re stuck, to discover the new thing God is calling
us to do and be in our church, our community of Moorestown and beyond! Our second retreat
with the TUG consultant will be at the end of October.
Our preaching series throughout the month of October will explore how God hopes to BLESS
the world through love in action! There are so many everyday ways to love our neighbor and
change the world! Amidst the global pandemic, searching for remedies to systemic racism,
pursuing economic solutions for unemployment and poverty, and conflicts of violence and hatred
locally, nationally, and globally—we need to find ways to BLESS others with love, grace and hope.
~Blessed to serve alongside you, Pastor Gina & Pastor Jess

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
If you would like to use your mobile device to make an
electronic donation to FUMC Moorestown, just scan
this QR code and you’ll be connected to our mobile
giving page!

Traditional
Music Notes:
Did you know that there are over 550 references to music in the
Bible? That a rich foundation of music stretches throughout the
Bible from Exodus 15 to Revelation 19?
I think, no, I know God loves music!! One of my favorite
devotional books is Then Sings My Soul by Robert J Morgan.
In it he provides a list of God’s love of music. It is as follows:
He loves when His people sing His praises.
He enjoys the music of each succeeding generation--the old
songs coupled with the new.
He understands the power of song in preserving,
emotionalizing, and proclaiming His truth.
His word lays a foundation for the succeeding hymnody of all
Christian history, and as we sing today, we are continuing
the great traditions of God’s method and His message
revealed in His Word.
He gifts men and women in every age the ability to write
words and music that bring Him glory and spread His
name abroad.
Wow, that’s quite the list. I love what Robert Morgan has to say
here, but what struck me the most is “He gifts men and women
in every age the ability to write words and music.” To write
music, hymns of the ages, songs of praise is truly a gift. When
we sing those songs to the Lord, it’s the Holy Spirit welling up
and overflowing our hearts! That my friends is God’s gift to each
of us through music!
Soli Deo Gloria!
Donna Banes

Trunk or Treat
st
Sunday, October 31
FUMC Parking Lot
1-3PM
Wear your costumes, Trick or Treat
car to car, Hot Dogs, Soft Pretzels
and Drinks will be available.
If you are interested in decorating a car please
contact us to reserve a spot.
Donna Banes; donna@meetwithGod.com
Kathy Clawges; kclawges@gmail.com

Christian Education
News
Young Followers~ K-5th

K-5th

We meet on Thursdays in the
Courtyard at 5PM. We will have
dinner, a craft and a time of
music!!

9AM- Come to Worship
9:20AM- Dismissed with teachers
9:20-10AM: Lesson & Music time
10AM: Dismissal in Fellowship Hall

Upcoming Event:
Trunk of Treat
Sunday, October 31st
1-3PM
Fellowship Hall Parking
Lot
Help Wanted!
Nursery Volunteers & Sunday
School teachers still needed.
Contact Donna Banes
856-222-9369
donna@meetwithGod.com

YOUTH GROUP
MEETS SUNDAY NIGHTS 4PM-6PM
ALL JR. & SR. HIGH WELCOME!!
WE MEET OUTSIDE - COME HANGOUT & SEE HOW JESUS RELATES TO YOU!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORSHIP & SMALL GROUPS
6PM-8PM
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
MEET IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
*Masks are recommended for indoor events*

For information contact: Kathy Clawges 856-912-1148 | kclawges@gmail.com
rch | Jr.

APPLE PICKING- "BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY"

October 3rd 3pm - 6pm-LOCATION: JOHNSON'S FARM
We are heading to the Farm! Join us for a FUN-DAY SUNDAY, riding the wagon &
picking apples! Bring a friend! Tickets are limited so RSVP! We'll leave the church
parking lot at 3pm & return approximately 6pm. Cost is $6.00 pp.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Five Tips to Preparing for Your
Child's Adolescence
Jim Burns -President of HomeWord and Executive Director of the HomeWord Center for Youth and
Family at Azusa Pacific University
The adolescent years seem to hit from out of nowhere, and they often leave parents wondering exactly what has happened to that relatively intelligent and well-mannered child they used to call their
son or daughter. Well, while it's true there is no way you can accurately predict exactly when adolescence will begin, there are ways you can begin preparing for it so that it doesn't seem like such a startling jolt when it does hit.
1. Regroup. How you parent your child needs to evolve as they grow into adolescence. You've got to
be a bit more flexible during the teen years, but temper that flexibility by remaining fair and firm.
2. Recognize. Be sure to recognize the milestones in your teen's life. The 13th birthday is a big one, as
are the first prom, being able to stay out later, getting a driver's license, and high school graduation.
In marking these milestones you're releasing them from childhood into adulthood in small, ageappropriate steps.
3. Relate. A good first objective is to "listen more and lecture less." It's also helpful when you remember to "major on the majors" and "minor on the minors." In other words, try not to make a big deal
out of issues that really may not be all that important while keeping an eye open for big life issues.
4. Relax. Adolescence--with all of its quirks--is perfectly normal! We all went through it and lived to
tell the tale. So will our kids. Of course, relaxing does not give you permission to avoid coaching and
correcting your kids! Be proactive, striving to be fair, firm, and consistent with discipline.
5. Remember. Recall your own adolescence: think about the kinds of things you went through and
how your parents’ handled things when you messed up. Borrow from their good examples and learn
from the bad. Don't keep score of every little mistake your child makes as a teenager. Rather, Enjoy
your kids' adolescence. These are fun and foundational years for them -- and for you!

NEW SMALL GROUP FOR PARENTS
Let’s face it, parenting is hard. Parenting through a pandemic and
politically divided time has not eased our family dynamics. But there is
good news- we do not have to face this difficulty alone! All parents are
invited to join Pastor Jess as we form a new small group. If you are
interested, please email her at jessica@meetwithGod.com by October
10th. We will do a doodle poll on 10/11 to decide the best time to meet.
Know that there will be a hybrid option and snacks and drinks provided for
those who are able to attend in person as safety protocols allow. We will
begin by reading together and discussing (one chapter at a time)
Raising Good Humans by Hunter Clarke-Fields.

Mission Commission – Your Faith Promise & World Service Contributions support the following:

United Methodist Committee on Relief: UMCOR has been involved in Afghan refugee transfer and humanitarian aid in
Afghanistan for many years and is working in-country with Church World Service (CWS was founded in the 1970s by the UMC and
other churches to do humanitarian work globally.) With the departure of the US from Afghanistan, the UMC has moved our
in-country missionaries to the German airbase to welcome and counsel refugees. Some other UMC missionaries have also been
moved to Germany to support this effort. UMCOR has similar personnel at Dulles (VA) airport and has also solicited dozens of
lawyers for volunteer legal support for the refugees. CWS is taking the lead on refugee resettlement in the US as they have a long
standing program for refugee resettlement and church sponsorship of refugees.
The Advance number for UMCOR refugee support is #3022144.
UMCOR will be responding to needs on the Gulf Coast, as they did after Hurricane Katrina. They are on the ground now, receiving
and distributing supplies and coordinating relief efforts. Teams of UM volunteers will soon be engaged to provide relief. Specialists
will also provide grief counseling and emotional support for the victims.
The Advance number for US Disaster Relief is #901670 - Steve Feerrar
Four Corners Native American Ministry: A mission effort of the Native American Peoples Conference of the United Methodist
Church, is located on a Navajo reservation in New Mexico. They have recently reopened their tribal offices after a COVID-related
closure. They deliver many services, including providing fresh water tanks for people’s homes, addiction recovery programs/
resources, distributing masks and working to upgrade internet access for their constituents. They also collect and distribute
children’s and adult’s socks, bottled water, and toothbrushes/paste. FUMC conducted a series of mission trips to Four Corners in
early 2000 - Nancy Jerrell
Angel United Methodist Church, Malaybalay City, Bukidnon, Philippines:
Rev. Rogelio A. Porquillo and his wife Fe have a
ministry whose members belong to the indigenous (tribal) community in a very mountainous area of the Philippines. Their church
in Malaybalay City was started as a mission church by the Philippines Conference of the United Methodist Church. Angel Church is
now stable enough to have an outreach in Catablaran, which is still going on despite the pandemic and threats from the local
rebels.
The Porquillos and their son, Pastor Jan-Jan, assist their members with new technologies in farming and reforestation, to replace
their primitive slash and burn practice and enhance their swine farming. They plan to purchase grafted cacao seedlings and abaca
suckers to be distributed to these indigenous communities since these high valued crops are in demand and will give them more
income than corn, sweet potatoes, or camote. Doug Carty

Ranch Hope Workday – Saturday October 23rd
Please join us on October 23rd to assist in clean-up projects at Ranch Hope in Alloway, NJ. We expect to arrive at 9 am and work
until mid-afternoon. Transportation will be provided from FUMC.

Please contact Allan Estrin to sign-up 856-642-0868

Blessing of the Animals
Our annual Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday, October 3 at 3 pm in our
church courtyard. Please bring your well-behaved pets either leashed or otherwise
restrained. We’ll gather in the courtyard for refreshments, fellowship and a brief
service, including individual blessings for each pet. We will also dedicate memory
stones for any pets who have died in the last few years and place them in our Pet
Memories Corner in the corner of the courtyard near the Heritage Room. Even if you
don’t have a pet, you are invited to come to mingle and meet the pets of our
congregation. The rain date will be October 10. Questions: Margie Morgan 856 607
3104 or margmorgan75@gmail.com.

Paw Prints PetFest and 50/50 Draw
The Friends of the Burlington County Animal Shelter invite you to join
them at their Paw Prints 5K & PetFest at Historic Smithville Park in
Eastampton on October 10, 10 am to 3 pm. This is their one big annual
event to benefit homeless animals in Burlington County. This year’s
activities will include the 5K, vendors, games, music, pet costume
contest, adoption zone, beer garden and Big Dog 50/50 drawing.
The pot has already exceeded $75,000 and is expected to be
$100,000 when the drawing occurs. You can buy a ticket for just $5.
The winner does not have to be present to win. You can buy 50/50
tickets by contacting Margie Morgan at 856 607-3104 or
margmargan75@gmail.com. Runners, walkers, pets and animal lovers
of all ages are welcome. Runners can register
at www.friendsofBCAS.org/5kpetfest.

Entered Into God’s Glory
Grant Moyer on August 18
Zolton Nemeth on August 27

Prayer Support
A collaboration from Prayer Committee Volunteers
Submitted by Nancy Jerrell, Prayer Coordinator

The Cost of Living the Dream

meaning if God is at the center of one’s life.
Even though God has set eternity in everyone’s
By Allan Estrin, Missions Committee
heart, not everyone believes what God has done
by giving our lives meaning and joy when we
Living the dream”. We all want it but do we really allow Christ to be the center of our lives.
understand the cost of living it? If people were
John James thought he was living the dream.
asked what their idea is about living the dream,
After all back in the 1990’s and the early 2000’s
what do you think most would say? Would it
he was the lead singer of one of the most popular
mean being that smart and witty person who has Christian rock bands on the planet, called the
more than enough money to spend on anything
Newsboys. Through their music John’s goal was
their heart desires for the rest of their life?
to give people hope and redemption through
Perhaps some would equate “living the dream”
Christ in a world where many people are broken.
as having that “perfect life” where they are treated Somewhere through the success of the band,
like royalty. For some, not having to work but
John forgot about his desperate need to keep
being on a tropical beach with a drink in-hand and Christ at the center of his life and started feeling
good company every day might suffice. There is the pressure of success. Over time, John started
no doubt that people who are able to “live the
to make small compromises in his life, which at
dream” would feel successful, be happy and have first nobody noticed. What started out as John
a fulfilled life. Right? Yet why is it we hear about “living the dream” where he became rich and
people that have everything in terms of money,
famous, slowly came crashing down when his life
possessions, social status and influence who
hit rock bottom. John says nobody ever told him
appear to have that “perfect life” later indicate
how much it would cost to “live the dream”. As a
they lived an unfulfilled life? For some, their life result John was too busy telling everyone about
is like a train wreck waiting to happen because
hope and redemption through his music that he
even though they “have it all” there is something couldn’t see what the demanding amount of time
missing in their life that they can’t recognize, such spent away from his wife (who later divorced him)
as a feeling of unworthiness or no purpose at all? and children was doing to his family.
King Solomon was the wisest and richest man in
Jerusalem and was consumed with finding the
meaning of life. Solomon looked at wisdom,
pleasure, work, power, riches, and other things to
see if that would help him understand the
meaning of life. In his quest to find the meaning of
life, King Solomon “denied himself nothing his
eyes desired and refused his heart no
pleasure” (Ecclesiastes 2:10). Solomon’s heart
took delight in all of his work by taking on great
projects, building houses, planting vineyards, etc.
He had more possessions than anyone and after
evaluating his life, he recognized that these
things are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
Solomon knew no matter what he did, his fate of
having to leave his possessions behind after he
died was meaningless. Yet Solomon had the
wisdom to recognize that life only takes on

Ex Newsboy John James

John decided that instead of seeking our Lord for
comfort, he chose the world’s way to get rid of
his pain by drinking and doing drugs, which
eventually led him to resign from the band. It was
during these dark times in his life that John
began to doubt himself and believed that his life
had no purpose because he had failed himself,
he had failed his family, his friends, and most
importantly he had failed God. John was so
broken that he contemplated suicide and was
very close to carrying it out because he felt
worthless and could not bear the pain of the
mess he had made of his life . Fortunately, John
came to his senses and reached out to the Lord
for help, as God is the only lifeline who could
rescued him. His story is another example of
God’s grace, love and redeeming power.
King Solomon was spot on when he came to the
point in his life that made him believe that no
amount of riches, fame and power could ever
give one’s life meaning like our Lord does when
we have a personal relationship with Him. I love
the prayer request in Proverbs 30:8 that says:
“Give me neither poverty nor riches but give me
only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too
much and disown you Lord and say “Who is the
Lord?” or I may become poor and steal and so
dishonor the name of my God.” Isn’t that
something? How many people do you know pray
to God and ask Him not to give them too little or
too much, because otherwise they may be a
horrible testimony for God? No, we usually ask
God for more not less!

Many people today have lofty plans and dreams
that they are chasing after. They are always
hoping that when their dreams come to fruition,
they will find peace, satisfaction and meaning
while wishing for a life taken from a fairy tale
with a “happily ever after” ending. Many believe
the more “things” they possess the happier they
will be. But this is not true. Without a personal
relationship with Jesus and keeping Him
connected on a daily basis, pursuing this dream
is like chasing after the wind. It’s meaningless.
Unfortunately that does not stop people from
chasing after their impossible dream and later
finding the cost involved. So what is your dream
that you are living? Is it your own dream or the
dream that God has placed in your heart? Next
time I will explore what we need to do to ensure
the dream God places in our heart does not get
derailed by the enemy. Until then, Shalom!

