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A Word from Pastor Gina

Thankfulness and Our Life Together

"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:15
One of my favorite books received in seminary was a gift from President Mac Warford, when I became leader of the student association. It’s called “Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a great
source of help in understanding who we are together. Bonhoeffer
writes, In the Christian community thankfulness is just what it is
anywhere else in the Christian life. Only one who gives thanks for
little things receives the big things. We prevent God from giving us the great spiritual gifts he has in store
for us, because we do not give thanks for daily gifts. We think we dare not to be satisfied with the small
measure of spiritual knowledge, experience, and love that has been given to us, and that we might
constantly be looking forward eagerly for the highest good. Then we deplore the fact that we lack the deep
certainty, the strong faith, and the rich experience that God has given to others, and we consider this
lament to be pious. We pray for the big things and forget to give thanks for the ordinary, small (and yet
really not small) gifts. How can God entrust great things to one who will not thankfully receive from him the
little things?
My friends, how does thankfulness make its way into our daily lives? It is key to a healthy, balanced life
together – be it as a church, a couple, in our extended families, at our workplace or in the classroom.
Throughout this month may we keep track of all the small gifts and blessings that surround our life
together as followers of Christ.
May we share our thankfulness to God and each other for all those ordinary, small (and really not so small)
gifts. I know I would be able to fill an entire notebook with all the many gifts and blessings I have received
from all of you! May our hearts be filled with the joy of gratitude for our life together as siblings in Christ!
NOVEMBER’S PREACHING is all about what it means to BLESS as we continue our October series, to be
THANKFUL on the Sunday before the holiday, and to eagerly anticipate the First Sunday of ADVENT when
we begin a new series on The REEL CHRISTMAS! We will celebrate and name all the saints who have died
since last year, bring in our Faith Promise Mission commitments and move into the Advent Season of Joy,
Peace, Hope and Love that will highlight a Christmas Movie each week! You’re not going to want to miss a
Sunday! Join us in-person and virtually each week!

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! Pastors Gina and Jess are excited to offer a New
Members Orientation for anyone interested in joining FUMC. We invite you to attend
one orientation time with the pastors and other church leaders on either Saturday,
November 6th at 9am in the Heritage Room (in person) or Thursday, November 11 at
7pm (via Zoom, link will be sent following sign up). If you would like to sign up for one
of these gatherings , or can’t make either but would like to join, please email
church@meetwithGod.com by October 31st. We will look forward to having our new
members join this amazing community of faith on Sunday, November 21st at either
worship service.

Christian Education News

Important Announcement:

Young Followers
News:

Sunday School (K-5th grades) and
Nursery (Infants-4yrs old) will be placed
on pause. It has been decided to wait until
we are a bit further along through this
time of Covid before we relaunch Sunday
School and Nursery. We will continue to
offer the Young Disciples Time with the
pastors which can be found on the
Children’s Ministry Page on Facebook.
Busy bags will continue to be found at
the back of the Sanctuary. Stay safe and
healthy!

Meets Thursday afternoons
5:00-6:30PM outside in the
church courtyard. Join us
each week for a time of
Children’s Devotions, Music,
Crafts & Dinner. This is for
children K-5th grades. We
look forward to welcoming
you to this great time of
fellowship!!

Blessings:
As we approach this season of Thanksgiving
the Christian Ed Department is thankful for
all or our families and their children. We are
blessed each week to fellowship with your
children and walk with them in their early
journey of faith and discipleship!!
Happy Thanksgiving!

Donna Banes, Interim DCE
E-mail:
donna@meetwithGod.com
Phone:
856-222-9369

KINGS ROAD REVIVAL
WORSHIP MUSIC CONCERT
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 14TH
6:00 PM IN THE FUMC SANCTUARY
Hey folks, come on out for an evening of joyful music with our own
Kings Road Revival worship band and special guests,
STEVE AND DIANNA DONAT.
The concert will feature new music by
Norm Dorrell, Steve Donat, and many others.
A free will offering will be taken
to benefit FUMC ministries.
SAVE THE DATE!!

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 6.
THANKSGIVING FOOD DONATIONS - The local food pantries
are collecting food for Thanksgiving that would make a
Thanksgiving dinner. Please place non-perishable food items in
the first set of white cabinets or the crates and bins at the
Pleasant Valley Entrance. Gift cards are also welcome and can
be brought to the church office.

Faith Promise
November 7, 2021
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit."
Matthew 28:19 (NLT)
How do we do what Jesus asks us to do? One way is through our Faith Promise giving pledge.
What is Faith Promise? Faith Promise is a financial commitment to missionaries and mission programs. All
donations are used exclusively for their support locally, nationally and internationally as directed by your
Mission Commission. Presently we support 19 missionaries globally including some “home grown”
families. They are located in the United Sates in Camden, Philadelphia, South Jersey, Kentucky and Four
Corners; Africa; China; the Philippines and South America. Perhaps you were able to join the February
Zoom Mission trip to Give Ye Them to Eat in Mexico. This trip helped explain how missionaries can grow
churches, teach health, better farming and water use techniques.
“…God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 (MSG)
Faith Promise is giving beyond your regular offering commitment. It is what God puts on your heart. Your
Faith Promise financial pledge card is between you and God. Upon receiving the pledge cards the Mission
Commission can prepare a budget to make sure our commitments will be met and possibly be increased. You will receive a pledge card in the mail which you do not need to sign, and bring it to church on
November 7 or send by return mail or through electronic giving. In other years Faith Promise was held in
late winter but because of scheduling this year it will be November 7 with the fiscal year being 2022.
We are asked to support those called to the mission field, those who take God’s love and work as
God's hands and feet to the people with whom they live. We at First Church share our love through our
financial support to keep those missionaries in the field. They can not continue to serve without our
prayers and our financial support.
We have been blessed to be a blessing to others. Dare greatly by having the courage to make a
pledge. Please consider how you can be a blessing by sharing God’s love with a hurting world. Think about
and pray about your Faith Promise Pledge. It will make a difference.
“I’ll send them out as missionaries to preach
my glory among the nations.”
Isiah 66:19 (MSG)

Prayer Toolbox
Let’s Share
We all have them. Those short prayers that we reach for during our busy day.
The one-liners that help us feel closer to our Gracious God when we need Him.
“Fill my mouth with worthwhile words and stop me when I’ve said enough”

“Help me to remember that nothing will happen today that you and I together can’t handle”
“Lord, I can’t say it in words. Can you please just listen through my heart?”

Share with us short prayers from your Prayer Toolbox!
The ones you reach for when you’re:
Frustrated in traffic
Anxious before getting test results
Grateful for a lovely sunset

PRAYER

Let’s inspire each other in our own Prayer Toolboxes! We will publish our collective
Prayer Toolbox in the January 2022 Messenger. Submit by Sunday, November 28 by
email to nancyjerrell@yahoo.com, or call/text 609-841-0129.

Infant Baptisms
Remy Michael Graf
on September 19
Barrett Stephen Hashmi
on October 10
Adult Baptism
Alexander Barrett Hashmi
on October 10

Fall Property Day
Saturday, November 20
Come out and help your church family
get our property spruced up for the
holidays! Rain or shine. Coffee, bagels, and donuts
at 7:30 am and Work starts at 8 am
Lunch at noon
Yard work—Painting—Light repair work—Cleaning

A Note of Thanks
Steve & Debbie Feerrar would like to sincerely thank our Christian brothers and sisters who extended
prayer and provided meals when our daughter Kate was hospitalized and after Debbie’s recent operation.
Also, the outpouring of condolences on the passing of Steve’s brother Keith was greatly appreciated.

