FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pleasant Valley and Camden Avenues
Moorestown, New Jersey

Christmas Eve 2016

6:00 p.m.

SONG
Like A Child
(©1993 Hope Publishing Co.)
Like a child love would send to reveal and to mend, like a child and a friend, Jesus comes.
Like a child we may find claiming heart, soul, and mind, like a child strong and kind, Jesus comes.

Family Candle Lighting Service

Welcome! We are happy that you have come to worship here this Christmas Eve.
We invite you to open your heart to the message of the birth of Christ,
proclaimed in Word and Music, and to sing with us these songs of joy!

WELCOME
PRELUDE

Karen Murray, Worship Leader
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Jubilation Chimers

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Let us go, in heart and mind,
People: to see what has come to pass.
Leader: Let us go with the shepherds:
People: Let us go to find the Savior!
Leader: Let us go with the wise ones:
People: Let us go to find God’s promise, born for us!
Leader: Let us go with the poor and humble:
People: Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger.
Leader: Let us go with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations.
Come, let us worship; come, let us adore him:
People: Christ the Lord!

Like a child born to pray and to show us the way, like a child here to stay, Jesus Comes.
Like a child we receive all that love can conceive, like a child we believe, Jesus comes.
THE CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:1-7

HYMN 217
Away In A Manger
(William J. Kirkpatrick)
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus! I ask Thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

OPENING HYMN 234
O Come, All Ye Faithful (vss. 1&3)
(John F. Wade)
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (refrain) (Public Domain)
GATHERING PRAYER: God of Surprising Love and Hope, we come this evening to the
manger, gazing lovingly on the Child born to bring hope to the world. Open our hearts tonight as
we hear the story anew. Help us to be guided by the Light of Jesus Christ, that we may truly feel the
power of your love and bring that love, with joy, to all we meet. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.
THE WORD OF THE PROPHET

Like a child we will meet, ragged clothes, dirty feet, like a child on the street, Jesus comes.
Like a child we once knew coming back into view, like a child born anew, Jesus comes.

Isaiah 9:2-7

THE CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:8-20

HYMN 238

Verses 1 & 4

Angels We Have Heard On High

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
(refrain) Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. (refrain)
PRESENTATION OF OUR CHRISTMAS OFFERING
MINISTRY OF MUSIC

The King of Glory Comes
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Deck the Halls
One Silent Night

MESSAGE

Christmas – A Gift of Eternal Significance

Primary Choir
Junior and Wesley Choirs
Pastor Richard Nichols

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
Congregation: We will let the light of Christ shine in us.
CANDLE LIGHTING AND CAROL SINGING
(See insert for words)
Battery operated candles are available for small children. Parents, please take responsibility for
your children, to preserve their safety and the beauty of our Sanctuary!

CLOSING HYMN 246
Joy to the World (by Isaac Watts)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Verses 1,2,4

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
*The People Stand
ACOLYTE: Emily Hagmaier
Have a blessed and Christ-centered Christmas!
Come and worship with us at any of our services
Saturday 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Sunday mornings 8:30, 9:30 and 11:00
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